AMERICA S rRﬂWN HAS

CGLONIZAT!BN;SBHEME

Pr esxdent Tart Submlts to Sen-
ate ‘Statement by Knox An-
nouncing - Attitude Assumed
by United States. :

SALE OF PROPERTY IN
MEXICO DISCOURAGED

2

WASHINGTON,‘ Wednesday. Mar 1.—
President Taft today Informed the
Senate that the department of state has
no evidence whatever adequate to show
any acquisition of land or any intention
or desire to acquire land,” whether di-
rectly or indirectly in Mexico by or on
the part of the imperial Japanese gov-
ernment.

The President's message was in’ re-
spornise to a Senate Tesolution calling for
fnformation rezarding an alleged pur-
chase of land at Magdalena Bay by the
Japanese government or hy a Japanese
company.

IVith his brief message. the President
transmittei a full report from Secre-
tary of State Knox:

“There is notninq on ‘lln in the de-
partment of state,” said the secretary.
“that has justified any inference that
the Aexican government or the imperial
Japane governmeant has been occubied
with any dxspo<it10'x of iand near Mag-
dalena Bay by which the latter govern-

(Continued on Page Four.)




AMERIC'S FROWN HAS
PUT END TO JAPANESE
COLONZATION SCHEVE

President Taft Submits to Sen-
ate Statement by Knox An-
nouncing Attitude Assumed
by United States. :

—

SALE OF PROPERTY IN
MEXICO DISCOURAGED

Department of State Intimates
to Interested Parties That
Action Would Be Likely to
Promote Bad Feeling,

- =3

(Continued.)

ment would sequire land there for any
purpose. In these circumstances the
department of state felt no necessity for
further steps in the matter of any ef
these rumors, which are of a kind that
all too frequently occur to the detri-
ment of public opinion in the respective
countries and are so alien to the cor-
dial relations of the governments con-
cerned.”

Unreserved Denial Made.

Mr. Knox said the Japanese ambassa-
dor had informed the department that
he had apprised his government of the
rumors in question which had come to
him through the public press and subsoe-
quently the ambassador made, with his
government's authorization, an unre-
served and categorical denial of the
rumored purchase of land by the Jap-
anese government or by a Japanese com-
pany, characterizing the report as en-
tirely sensational ang utterly without
any foundation whatever, the Japanese
government having never directly or in-
directly attempted or contemplated the
acquisition of any land at Magdalena
Bay for any purpose. N

Secretary XKnox said the rumors re-
garding a Japanese purchase evidently
arose from efiorts by an Amerlcan syn-
dicate to dispose of certain lands near
Magdalena Bay.

This American syndicate, according to
t_he department’s information,” given in
secregarv Knox's report, entered upon
negotiations. for a sale to a Japanese
syndicate. Meantime an effort was
made to ascertain the atlitude of the
Amerlca_n government toward such a
transaction. There was evidence. Sec-
retary Knox ‘'said, that the American
syndicate felt or knew that Japanese
capitalists would not care to consum-
mate the purchase without the approval
of the- Japanese government and that
the latter would not give its approval
unless assured the transaction would be
unobjectionable to the United States.

American Syndicate Warned.

The department of state made it plain
to the American syndicate that such a
transfer of lands would be interpreted in
some quarters in a manner to cause a
great outery, and that such a result
“wonld be s0-obviously a cause of regret
to the government of the United States
that it would appear unnecessary further
to comment on the disposition of the
federal government in the premises.”

‘The American syndicate, it appears.
then sought to ascertain the attitude of
the American government toward a com-
pany composed in part of Japanese in-
vestors, Americans retaining control of
the property. To this proposition, the
department replied that it could add
nothing to its formner statement. Since
this reply. the files of the department
disclose no further communication with
the Americans interested in the lands.

Under these circumstances, Secretary
Knox declared:

“The department cannot assume there
is any project on foot calling for action
on the part of the United States.””

The message precipitated a debate in
the Senate. Senators Bacon and T.odge
concurred in the opinion that if the
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Monroe doctrine did not cever the situa-
tion a new doctrine covering it could
be created. . ) -
- Explaining his reasons for calling for
the correspondence, Lodge said it was
to prevent the development of any em-
barrassing situation with reference to

Mexico and Japan. He said the time

had-come -when the United States:should
lake. the position {hat neither directly

or .indireétly:, coirld *any  foreign- govern- -

ment obtain control of Jand in this

hemisphere that might-constitute a.men-;

ace to the United . States.
Senator Rayner said that If Japan
established a base of supplies or cgal—

ing stations in '-]\Ieijq_. he would re;
gard the act as a declargt!on of war. -
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