NEW CALIFORNIA LAW
- LETS JAPANESE LEASE

Amendment to. Weab Measme

Will ‘Permit. Them to Con-
tract for Farms for Period of
Three Years.

QACRA\{L‘\*TO Cal,, Friday, May
2.—An amendment to the Webb re-
draft of -the antialien land “Bill per-
mitting ineligible allens to lease agri-
cultural property for a period of not
exceeding three years was adopted by
the Senate at noon by a nonpartisan
vote, and the bill was sent to the
“printer with emergency rush orders,

‘Under ordinary circumstances, the
amended bill could not be ready for
final action before next week, but the
majority -leaders had arranged in ad-
vance for quick action, and it was ex-
pected "that the new copy would: be

back from the printing office at 2
o'clock. this afternoon, in order that a
final vote may be taken today.

A sharp. debate preceded the adop-
tion of the Boynton amendment.  Sev-
eral senators declared it weakened the
bill ‘to. such an extent. that Japanese
colonles could exist on virtually the
same basis as at present. Senator
Caminetti, Democrat, - asked Boynton
if this were not the case.

“Jt is not the case,” replied Boynton,
“or I would not. be offering this amend-
ment.

Does '\o( Ol:jcct to Liaborers.

“I don't want- to sec a single Jap-
anese .in' California. 1 don’t want, 1o
ses a Japanese own a foot of landin

-California. If they are willing to per-

form menial labor on farms, under the
direction of citizen owners, that is all
right.

-“In this case, however, It appears
that to pass the Dbill in its original
-form,-we would be working a hardship
on many big.land interests that now
lease to Japanese and Chinese farmers.

|, We should give them a chance to ob-

tain . American tenams before making
the “law too drastic.”
; At the close of PBoynton's address,
Senator Wright sald:

“It {11 becomes the distinguished sen-
ator to 'speak the words he has just
used and I hope he will modify them.”

Senator Boynton remained_silent. for
a few moments and then admitted he
was willing to make hils remarks apply
to_alien laborers.

- Senator Finn said neither the bill nor
the amendment met with his approval.
: No Compromise Favored.

My constituents demand a law with
the specific words ‘ineligible to citizen-
ship’ in it and that is what J want.”

Senator Birdsall, author of the origi~
nal antialien bill In the Senate, de-
clared the amendment was not to his
liking and asked to be excused from
voting on it

Senator Cehn, Demonwt. said he had

, "been persuaded by men who represent-

ed 200,000 acres of land now leased bv
Japanese, that the exemption of three-
year leases should be made.

The vote was 25 ayes; 13 nods.
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