| JAPANESE OF SEATTLE
| SH THREE DAILIES

- PUBL

This City, - Headquarters of
Nipponese Race-in This Sec-
tion, Home of Some inter-
esting Publications.

THEIR TYPOGRAPHY HAS
ITS OWN PECULIARITIES

More Than Two Thousand
Distinct Characters in Ori-
ental Compositor’s Case—
One for Each Separate ldea.

HOW many readers of The 'Times

know that daily newspapers are
published in Seattle in the Japanese
language?

Such is the case. Because of its com-
manding position in the Pacific North-
west as a commercial city, Seattle is
also the headquarters for the Japanese
ol this section of the United States
and three daily newspapers in the Nip-
ponese tonguc are published here. In
addition, & score of weekly ana month-
1y publications in that language re-
flect the life of the sons of XNippon
in the home of their adoption.

Introducing our Oriental contempo-
raries: The North-American Times is
a thriving daily edited and published
by K. 8. Arima, while the Great North-
ern Daily News is edited and published
by K. Takeuchi. The third and young-
est of the trio is the Asahi News pub-
lished by K. Nishikarta, N

While not possessed of the eéquip-
ment that makes The Times one of the
leading newspapers of the United States
and the possesser of a plant second
to none, the Japanese dailies have
modern offices of the type usually
found in small cities and possess_cir-
culations that correspond. The Nortb
én_xler:can Times boasts of 6,000 copie®

aily.

Linotype Not Workable,

Because of the peculiarities of the
Japanese language, the linoiype In:-
chine is an unknown quantity in the
composing rooms, Even in the laraze
offices in Tokyo and Yokohama, this
Occidental invention is not used. The
Japanese language is written in char-
acters borrowed from the Chinese, and
each word is represented by a separate
character. Hence ir is necessary to
have as many individual types as there
are words in the language. The “case”
of a Japanese compositor contains more
than 2,906 characters, and publications
wishing to go into technical writings
require several times that number.

The type cases of The North Ameri-
¢an Tlmes have a trifle more than
2,000 characters each. a sufficient num-
ber for ordinary newspaper needs.
They are arranged according to their
meaning, although a small case of ex-
1ra size is situated in the center of the
large cases, containing 200 or more
words most commonly in use.

“What do you do when you want te
uge a word for which you have na

type?” was asked one of the editors of
g‘he xorth American Times, the othar
ay.

ply.
Sounds Simple Enough. .

Simple. Isn't 11?7 Just like Aryans
when they don't know how to spell one
in their own dear orthographically-in-
sane tongue.

In the language of the composing
room. all Japanese type has the same
“face.” The dark, bold Gothic anad
the fine lined Roman are unknown.
Imagine the room nccessitated if type
cases, needing boxes 10 the number
2,000 or more for each font. were in-
stalled containing the variations
which the Latin alphabet lends itselr.
A live newspaper would have to rent
the Smith building in order to find
rooem for its type.

Picture the editor telling the ‘“‘copy
chaser™ to tell the foreman of the com-
posing room i0 put that paragraph in
bold face italics.

“Going up. fortyv-second floor,”
printer yells to the elevator

the
man,

{LEARNING CASE

IN JAPANESE IS
NO SMALL JOB

Learning the *“cases” for a Jap-
anese printer is a collossal task,
according to those Who.ha.\'e_made
a study of the mechanical side of
newspaper publishing in that lan-
guage. In English, the compositor
learns twenty-six boxes for the
lower case or small letters, while
the upper case, or capitals, are
arranged in alphabetical order.
Japanese compositors have more
than 2,000 separate characters with
which to contend, and in publica-
tions where a wider range ,0Of
vocabulary is desired, this number
is often more than doubled. Under
normal circumstances a boy ap-
prenticed ar the age of 13 should
have a fair working idea of the

cases by the time he is ready 10
retire.

J
“that fat head in_the front office

wants this in italies.”

“Why the italics aren’t on the forty-
second floor,” the elevator man would
respond “That's Caslon condensed.
They're down in the subbasement with
the script and Early English. Going
down, bold faced Gothic, _open Tfaced
Franklin, Italics and XNiagara ex-
tended.”

Taken the world over, in Seattle,
Japan, Mespoiamia and Singapore, a
newspaper office is a newspaper office
and the variations are only in details
The reporters write their ~“eepy” and
hand it to the editors.

Typewriter Not Used.

Because of th+ peculiaritics of ihe
Japanese tongue already described.
the reporters do not usc ivpewriters
as they do on The Times. They haven't
manufactured any yet with 2,000 or
more characters. The wrilers use pens
or brushes on “‘copy paper’ on which
the lines are numbered and the panet
so ruled that one character can be
writien in cach square.

There, as on any other
editor shows why he is editor by
wielding the fabled blue pencil with
a free and easy grace that marks him
as a man of deep penetration. It might
be said, en passant. that in Japanesu
as well as in American newspaper oi-

paper, the

fices there’s no such animal as o
“blue” pencil. This figment of the
imagination exist only in realistic

stage productions where reporters car-
ry note books and do other strange
and wonderful things, such as getunyg
names and addresses right and alw:
scoring a “scoop” on the hated opposi-
tion, instead of having 10 come inie
the office with a convincing alibi to
prove why the man working opposite
them is the luckiest fellow alive.
Have Outside Correspondents.

In addition to covering Seaitle, the
Japanese newspapers published here
have -correspondents in all coast cities
in which there is a Japanese popula-
tion of appreciable size. The XNorth
American Times hds representatlves 1o
Portland, San Francisco, Spokane, Van-
couver and Los Anzeles as well s
having cable service daily from Tokye
containing dispatches that would prove
of interest to the Japanese oI this
country. N

“While the greater part of tne Japan-
ese reporters are students. who have
taken up the work to aid them in the
pursuit of their studies. the edufors,
are experienced men who formerly fol-
lowed their profession in Japan.

“There is one feature about our
language that few persons of ocei-
dental birth understand,” explained A.
Humano. a member of The XNorth
American Times editorial staff. “Thix
is our dual system of writing. While
we use Chinese characters 1o indicate
words, there is also a sort of azlphabet
composed of forty-nine syllables known
as the ‘kana’ Thus ir printing a
newspaper, when we use a word or
chardacter that would not be under-
stood readily by the ineducated, small
kani type is used to one side.

By Wn)y of Explanantion.

It is as though an editorial writer
had been writing learnedly on anthro-
pomorphous apes and following the
use of the word "anthropomorphous’ he
inclosed in puarentheses the words

.*manlike in shape’ by wa) of expluna-

tion. It's a good idea 'and might be
adopted with appreciated results by
writers who are inclined to indulge
in polysyllabic monsirosities just to
see how many words of unusual length

Linotype Not Adapted to Set-
ting These Newspapers, and
Reporters Have No Chance
to Use Typewriter.

AUXILIARY ALPHABET
IS SOMETIMES HANDY

Small Kani Type Employed
Alongside Chinese Hiero-
glyphics by Way of Explain-
ing What Is Intended.

they are able 1o get into a single para-
graph.”

While devoting their attention large-
Iy e matters of sectional and racial
interest, Seattle's Japanese dailies keep
their readers posted on the more im-
1t happenings in the world at

They are liberully patronized
in the advertising field by Japanese
merchants, and not a few of the big
stores uptowyn also have display adver-
tisemenis appearing in their columns.

UNDERWRITERS T
GREET NATIONAL
PRESIDENT

Puget Sound Associaticn Men
Will Give Banquet for John
Newton Russell, Jr., Tomor-
row Evening.

Joiin Newton Russell, Jr. {ormer
secretary of the Pacifie Mutual Life
Insurance Company. now president of
the National Association of Life Un-
derwriters, will be the guest of honor
at a banquel o bé given by the Puget
Sound Life Underwriters’ Association
tomorrow evening at the New Wash-
ingten Hotel. The banquet will begin
at 6:30 o'clock.

The coming of President Russell 1o
Seuttle iz cousidered an event of lne
season in life insurance circles. He is
said 1o he one of the most prominent
men in the nationa) insurance field at
present. He is 32 years old and a na-
tive of Boonville, Mo, He is a member
of various Masonic bodies, a Knight
Templar, member of The¢ Shrine and
of the Society or the Sons of the Amer-
ican Revolution.

Neariy 0 insurance men of Secattle
and vicinity hauve signified their in-
tention of attending the banaguert,
which is planned 1©¢ be one of the
most elaborate in the history of like
functions locally. Mr. Russell will de-
liver an address on national insurance
conditions.

H. O. Fishback, state insurance com-
missioner, also will be a guest at the
banguet. Charles C. Thompson, presi-
dent of the Puzet Sound Life Under-
writers’ Association, will preside.

W. Dwight Meud has been named
chairman of the special committee on
arrangements. 34 Baker is chair-

man_ ¢f the atiendance committee. and
H. E. Griffith. chairman of the recep-
tion_ committee. J. F. Grant is at the
head of the entertain'nent committee,
and Willinm . Silliman is chairman
of the program <~ommittee. C. G, Cole
is attending to the publicity.
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