JAPANESE WORKERS
GIVE UNJON PROBLEM

Shall Japanese craltsnien be  ad-
mitted to trade unions? Subordinated
for several years by more important
cconomic problems.  the question is
again before the Seattle Central Latbor
Couneil for an answer, and the or-
ganization committee of that body has
been instructed to draft a recommen-
datinn,

The inquiry comes from  the  local
tailors” union, with whose members
Japanese are in growing competition,
but unions of other erafts also are in-
terested, it developed at the weekly
meeting of labour council Wednesday
night when the question was brought
up. W00 Dillon, business agent of the
tailors, told the council that the clean-
ers and dyers' branch of his union was
face to face with the Japanese prol-
lem and that the question pow seenied
to be whether 1o orgonize the Oriental
warkers, .

“We are not asking this council to
make a ruling,” =aid Dillon, “We
merely ask vour advice. The Japane
are in the dyeing and cleaning bus
ness and something should be done to
protect the workers in the industry.
We have put the question up to the
American and the federation says it is
one that cach international union must
answer for itself. OQur international
union puts it up to our lIncal union.
Now we ure putting the problem up to
you and asKing for your assistuancese in
solving il

T believe that it woul!
: nize the Japanese., but
there may be gzood reasons for not do-
ing so. Whal my union wants to know
is how this council feels about it
Referred to Committee.

On motion of ¥, W. Cotterill the re-
auest was referred 1o the argauization
committee for an answer, The ques-
tion, Le said, was not one that (he
council should he asked to decide, and
was. really [ the international union
to answer, vertheless, it might be
that the committee cauld work out some
satisfactory solution for the tailors.

Up to the present time few it any
Amnerican trade unions, in the West, at
least, have admitred Japanese to mem-
bership, though several of {he interna-
tional unions in the American Vedera-
tion of Labor do not bar any race, crord
or color. At it recent Buffalo conven-
tion the American Federation voted
resolution to restrict member-
ship in its affiliated unions to Amaertcan
eitizens on the ground that adgption of
the resolution would prevent organiza-
tinn of Japanese and other Orientnls
who cannot becomn cilizens showld it
in the future become desirable to take
them into the general labor movement,
vas reported to the councl] thuat
citizens of Ballard were preparing to
celebrate the completion of the munici-
pal street railway ', wllard extension,
and a committee of five s appointed
to represent organized labor in ar-
ranging the celeb ion,

¢harter Surrendered.

Garbage Department Warkers’ Toeal
Union No. 14.866, a federal union di-
rectly affiliated with  the American
Federation of Labor, reported that it
had  surrundered  its charter and
merged with the Iederal Union  No.
11,387, composed of workers in miseel-
lancous trads The Garbage Depart-
ment workers are for the most part
members of the unorganized crafrs.

The Aute Drivers avnounced a dance
to be xiven in Preamland Pavilien to-
nizht for the henefit of the widow of
Thomas Knight, a member  af  the
union. who was shot and  killed by
highwaymen two weeks ago.,
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