LAND BUY BLOCKED

Staté -Dep‘eirtﬁwenti Warns |
Dealers That 600,000-Acre’
Purchase Must Not Go,

AGAINST. FO_RI_E'IGVN} POLICY

By Universal Sm'vxce.

WASHINGTON, - Saturday, March "3, .
~—The State Department demanded. to-
_day of the California & Mexican Liand
.Company" of Los Angeles, Cal,-a ‘full”
,etplanatxou of its repurted proposal to
sell .to a Japanese syndicate 600,000
acres of land in Mexico frontmg upun
the California border.

Atfention of the land companv was-
called:to ‘the Senate documents which:
carry warnings to foreign “govern-
‘ments a°amst making land purchases
on this contment These documents.are
enuﬂed “lands on Magdalena bay” and"

‘“purchase of land on Magdalena Bay.”
They were .adopted by the Senate, at
the time.of the Magdalena affair. -

Several telegrams from -Jenator Phe-
lan . of California, giving ' further in
formation on the plan to allow Japu.n
a foothold in Lower California; ‘have"
been received by the Stete Department. .
This information with other advices:
the department has confirms the de-
partment’s belief that acquisition ‘of the.
:large tract of land in Mexico by’ Japa-
nese interests would be-a. pla.m vxola—‘
tion of the Monroe Doctrine. -

There is_no longer any. doubt that.
consummation of the scheme would' also'
be in contravention of the Lodge reso-’|
Ietion setting forth the policy. of the
-Senate with regard to foreign coloniza-
tion in the Americas,

Representatives of the State- Depart-
ment had been ordered to make a thor-.
ough investigation of the proposed deal.’
The department is chiefly concerned’
over the question of whether.thé Japa-
nese government is back of thé syndi-
cate. Should it appear, however, that
there is no visible connection between
the Japanese government and the syn-
dicate, it is certain that consummation

of the transaction will not be permitted.




