Board Denies
Armed Nippons
Abound in U. S.

SAN FRANCISCO, Saturday,
March 2 — (U.P.) —The Calltornla’
joint immigration commiftes {satied
a atatement today characterizing as
fantastic any assertion that there are
500,000 armed Japanese in the United
States.

Uncontradicted publication of such
an assertion, the statement declared,
“ls likely to disturb the friendly reln-
tions and mutual appreciation now
existing between Japanese and Cau-
casians in California which has de-
veloped since settlement of the tmmi-
gration question in’1924."

Roy W. Knabenshue of Pasadena,
ploneer airship bullder, told the
House patents committee In Wash-
ington Thursday that “half a miillon
Japanese are in this country, and
could form an army Immesdlately in
case of war."”

Althcugh Knabenshue was not
mentioned by name, it was obvious
that the joint immligration commit-
tee's statement was In answer to his
asxertion,

Signed by V. 8. McClatchy, execu-
tive secretary, and James K. Flsk, .
chairman, the committee’s statement
calls attention to the fact that the
entire Japanese population in the
United States, men, women and chil-
dren, is only ahout 300,000, almost
equally divided between Hawall and
continental United States.
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