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MAﬂ STARMICH
[AREN BY DEATH

Matt Starwich, King County jail
superintendent and one of King
County’s mest colorful poliee offi-
cers, died at 11:22 o’clock last night
in Swedish Hospital. He had been
in the hospxtal since early last
week, sufféring from a complica-
tion of ailments.

Starwich, . known affectionately
for years as the “Little Giant,” had
been in failling health since March
7, when he fell five feet on the roof
of the County-City Building during
Seattle’s test blackout.

The 62-year-old officer’s death
ended a vigil that had been kept
by his wife, son and daughter at
his bedside for more than 24 hours,

Starwich was the Americanized
version of the family name. He
was born Mateo Starcevis, son of
& shoemaker, at Lich, near Fiume
{then in Austria), 62 years ago.
When he was 12 years old he
imigraled with a cousin to La-
Salle County, Ill., and at an early
age became a coal miner.

Starwich later moved to Marsh-
field,- Or, and from there - to
Ravensdale in 1901, when there
was little Jaw in that mining com-
munity and.less demand for it.
Shootings, stabbings and free-for-
all fights were almost a daily oc-
currence there. The residents of
ithe town used to brag about
“riding” law-enforcement -officers
out on a rail.

Given Badge and §1

In 1902 Starwich obtained
his first law-enforcement experi-
ence’ when he was pressed into a
posse hunting Harry Tracy, the
Oregon convict, who spread death
and terror in Washington before he
was killed.

It was Mr. Starwich’s member-
ship in this posse which caused
the Board of County Commission-
ers to name him deputy sheriff

. for Ravensdale and surrounding
areas. They gave him a badge
and $1. He worked his regular
shift in the mines and in off-time
he was a deputy sheriff.

It was at that time that Star-
wich gained the name of the “Little

Giant.” He was 5 feet 4 inches
tqll and almost as broad. He did
his job and he @id it well, Miners

soon learned not to ‘‘tangle” with
him. He packed dynamite in his
fists and when the occasion arose,
he used his fists to good advantage.

The old-timers in Ravensdale
will never stop talking about Matt
Starwich. They tell stories about
the “Little Giant.”

He Subdued All Five

One story concerns five laborers
who took a day off at Kanasket, in
Starwich’s territory. They filled
themselves with whiskey, terror-
ized the village and finally took
over therailroad station. The “Litile
Giant” was called. He went walk-
ing down the railroad right of way
unarmed. He entered the station
and methodically knocked the five
men “cold”—one by one. Then he
handcuffed them and took them to
jail, ~
. Ravensdale. old-timers like that
‘one, but the one they really like
to tell is-the story about Lawrence
"Poiznsk, later sentenced to life im-
prisonment.

Poiznsk killed two brothers in a
Ravendale saloon. Fleeing from a
mob, he took refuge in a vacant
dwelling. Townsmen, afraid to ap-
proach within pistol range, called
Starwich.

Dodged Three Shots

Starwich had no

. He walked to the door of the house
and ordered the killer to come out.
_The Kkiller refused. Starwich
kicked down the door and entered.
Poiznsk, according to newspaper
accounts, was hiding behind a
“bureau. The slayer

shots. Persons outside feared the
consequences until out came
‘Starwich, dragging the unconscious
‘slayer after -him. The officer had
dodged the shots and then knocked
the slayer out. Then he had to
quiet the mob, which wanted to
Iynch Poiznsk. He succeeded,

There was an occasion later
when Starwich, then sheriff, was
informed that bandits planned
to loot the Carnation bank. Mr.
Starwich hid in the bank at night.
killed one of the robbers and ar-
rested three others.

Reputation Lived On

There's another story about
Starwich quelling a riot in Ravens-
dale. He arrested so many men
the jail wouldn’t hold them. So
.he stopped the next train, com-
mandeered a coach and took all his
prisoners to Seattle.

Ravensdale sobered up as times
changed. But the reputation of
Matt Starwich carried on. In 1920
he was elected sheriff on the Re-

such fears.|}

levelled ajg
pistol at Starwich and fired three{3

Seattle Safe From Bombing

Attack, Says

“I believe we have the Japanese
on toast!”

If you've read so much about de-
fense preparations that you expect
& bomb to crash through your roof
any night, you may recite the above

little message. Attribute it to Wil-|

liam Courtenay, R. A. F. fighter in
the World War and the present
war and eminent English aviation
authority, who is in Seattle on a
lecture tour mission to interpret
the work of the Royal ‘Air Force,

“The possibility of 2 Japanese air
attack on Seattie or other Pacific
Coast cities is ‘very remote,” Cour-
tenay said last night at the Rainier
Club. “You have nothingeto fear
from the Japanese air force, What-
ever it did against China, once it
has to face the highly trained
American air force, it is a paper
air force by comparison.”

Air Attack Hazardous

“Outside of a fifth column move-
ment t{o gain an air base, which is
Japan could not get
the
United States to operate,” Courte-|:
nay said. The only possible way

not likely,

bombers close enough to

would be to. get an airplane carrier
close enough to the Pacific Coast,
but this would be extremely haz-
ardous for Japan. England has

great strength at Singapore and| ¢
the Uniled States has things in
Japan| ;
has no firepower to compare with

hand at the Philippines.

ours.

“I believe we have the Japs on

toast!”
By firepower, the visitor meant

the great ability of American-built

planes to fight it out in combat, a
power of swivel gun-turrets shoot~
ing 9.600 bullets a minute. He
praised the Boeing bombers, which
he said are built to he able

to ' “stand up in daylight combat

hundreds of miles from home with-

‘out hope of reinforcement, to do

their job and fight their way back
through enemy fighter planes.” He
has seen the Boeings “bomb at 37.-
000 feet (seven miles) above . the
earth over Cologne, undetected by
greund forces.”
To Speak Tonight

Courtenay calls his Seattle ap-
pearance, scheduled for this eve-
ning at Civic Auditorium, where he

will talk to Boeing workers, their
“the biggesti”

farnilies and friends,
thing I hiave done in this country.”
He has made 100 appearances In
America. Courtenay commanded a
flight in the defense of London and
helped his government- form the
balloon defense of that city, which
kept enemy planes high above Lon-
don’s buildings, where R. ‘A. F.
fighter planes could handle them.

In private life he js aviation editor

newspapers.

He told how British air activity

on the western front has forced
of the largest.’'chain of English
Germany “to fight Russia with one

R. A. F. Flyer

WILLIAM COURTENAY

“You have nothing to fear . .."

arm pinioned behind her back.”
He declared Russia maintains two
armies and two air fplces in- the
East and West just as the United |
States maintains two fleets.

He foresees a great victory fom
his nation, but says that if Ger-
many should drop resistance, Eng-
land must meet Germany m the
field and conguer her. .

The Boeing “Flying Fortress”
also was .praised yesterday by two
other British airmen of the Royal
Air Force, Wing Commander J, N.
H. Whitworth, veteran of count-
less night raids over Germany, and
Australian-born Wing Commander
H. I. Edwards, who won the Vic-
toria  Cross for a daring daylight
raid on Bremen.

: Visit Air Fields

The two bomber pilots came to
the United States with a group of
six English flying officers, three
from the Fighter Command and
three from the Bomber. Command
to visit Army Air Force. fields and
American factories.

Both men said they believed the
Boeing ' four-engined bomber was
the “nicest American bomber” al-
though they praised the perform-
ance of other American types, par-
ticularly the Douglas. DB-7 which
now -also is being constructed at
Boeing.

publican tickert.

County. In 1922 he was reelected
for four years. He served them
out,

- The state- Constltutlon provxded
that  he ‘couldn’t 'serve thiree 'con-

MATT STARWICH _
*The Litile Ciant’

secutive terms.
porarily in 1926. In 1930 he was
defeated for sheriff.
same in 1934, when Sheriff William
B. Severyns first was elected.

But Sheriff Severyns,

as jail superintendent.
Stories abdut Matt Starwich are

not confined to his law-enforcement
work. There are many others, par-

It was “the last
two-year term for sheriff in' King

He retired tem-

It was  the

long an
admirer, named the former sheriff

ticularly those told by his legion of
newspaper friends.

The “Little Giant” delighted, in
opening beer bottles with his teeth.
He liked to show his strength by
playfully slapping his friends. "Some
say these slaps could have felled an
ox. His great joke, when sheriff,

“lwas to give a friend a present and

then have deputies ‘arrest” the
friend as the latter was leaving the
office, He also delighted in picking
a man up with one hand, grasping
his clothes at.the waist and hoist-
ing him high in the air.

Matt Starwich never backed away
from danger, and because of this
he has left a lasting imprint on
King County history.

New Head of N.A.M.
Asks for ‘Fair Play’

William Porter Wlthero“, new
president of the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers, said tonight
that prospective anti-defensestrike
legislation = “should’ 'mot destroy
labor rights.”

Pleading for ‘“fair play” among
2]l groups as “the only way to na-
tional unity,” Witherow declared
that " industry was prepared "to
make the United States safe be-
hind the greatest mass-production
of armament the world has ever
seen.’

Democratic Club to Meet

Miss Honoria Hughes wili address,
the Women's Democratic Club’
Tuesday afternoon at 2 o'clock in
Parlor B, Olympic Hotel. Her sub-
ject will be “The Public Health
Work of- the AntifTuberCUJOSis
League of King Cotinty.” Mrs Earl
L. Smith will ‘present a book Te-
view Mrs Harry M- Westfall, ‘club
president, will preside

I.et us show you
this newest
vacuum cleaner!

First cylinder type
cleaner to bear the fam-
ous ROYAL name.
Built with the exacting
care found in all
ROYAL cleaners. Beau-
tiful appearance, Pow-
erful, swift, quxet and
efficient.

COmpIete with all’
cleaning tools and

accessories, only
L:!EHL

JLLAVIANCE

FOR TOUR

OLD CLEANER

EASY TERMS

T de

RHUDES BRINGS THIS WONDERFUL VALUE!
FOR CHRISTMAS, GIVE THE NEW ROYAI_

NEW YORK Saturday Dec. 6.—}]

{7TH HOTEL N
1 STRUCK

S 4N FRANCISCO, Saturday,
Dec. 6.—(UP)—Striking A, F. of L.
hotel workers tonight announced
they will extend their walkout to-
morrow to the Manx Hotel. The
Manx would be the 17th hotel
picketed in the protracted strike.
A picket line was placed around
the Washington Hotel today, but
the San Francisco Hotel Employers’
Association said all of the hotel’s
employes remained on the job. The
Washington, as did all other
picketed hotels, remained open and
in operation.

The dispute centered over de-
mands of the A. F. of L. culinary
workers, bartenders and service
emploses for higher wages and a
closed shop,

Demo Club Will' Elect

Officers will be elected at a meet-
ing of the 37th District Democratic
Club Tuesday night at 8 o'clock in
the ¥, L. I. Clubhouse, 16th Avenue
and East Spring Street:

F.B.I. Ready To
Seize Spies If
Jap War Breaks

BUFFALO, N. Y., Saturday, Dec.
6.—(UP)—United States Commis-
sioner Martin C. Epstein of Brook-
Iyn said tonight that the Federal
Bureau of Investigation was ready,
in the event of war with Japan, to
arrest scores of ‘“enemy agents”
now under surveillance.

Epstein addressed a meeting of
the Knights of Pythias, of which he
is chief deputy grand chancellor.

“Quietly, without fanfare of pub-
licity and unknown to the spies
themselves,” he said, “picked
F. B. I. men have kept close tabs
on the men and women in the pay
of enemy nations who would injure
our nation’s security.”

Auto Kills Elderly Woman

ALBANY, Calif, Saturday, Dec.
6.—Mrs. Mary E. Wiley, 71 years
old, was killed tonight when she
was struck by an automobile driven

by Edward A, Dvorak, 33, Palo
Alto.

TACDMA T0 0P
SCAOOLS MONDAY

TACOMA, Saturdgay, Dec. 6—
(UP)—City School Superintendent
Howard R. Goold tonight an-
nounced Tacoma’s 38 schools, closed
since Tuesday by a strike of 75
American Federation of Labor
operating school employes, will
re-open Monday pending mediation
of the dispute by Federal Concilia-
tor E. S. Jackson. ,

Seventeen thousand students had
enjoyed a pre-Christmas holiday
because of heatless buildings.

Goold and the overating em-
ployes union agreed today to sub-
mit the dispute to mediation, at
the suggestion of Mayor Harry P.
Cain. Shortly afterwards, Jackson
arrived from Seattle and conferred
immediately with the union, School
Board and the mayor.

Cperating employes struck for
wage increases which the School
Board asserted would cost $33,000
annually. * Three vocational
schools, where national defense

{

The Sun Is
My Undoing

by Marguerite Steen

The story sets sail from Bristol
when young Matthew Flood,
driven from the arms of his
bride-to-be to the afterdeck of
an African slaver, embarks on 2
journey that is to cover half the
globe, and tangle the destinies |
of generations unborn, Touches ;
ports of Africa, Barbados, Cuba. :

BEST EGOKS FOR BIG BROTHER

Biography of the Earth, from 2,000,000,000 B, C, to To-
day, by George Gamow, $3.

Secret History of the American Revolution, new materials,
Car! Van Doren, $3.75.

Black Lamb and Grey Falcon, Rebecca West, 2 vols., $7.50

Viking Book of Poetry, 1,344 Pages of Verse—
Narrative . . Dramatic . . Humorous . . Satiric—§3.50

courses are taught, remained open. William Henry Welch, Heroic Age of American l\ledlcme.

$3.75

1,001 Afternoons in New York, Ben Hecht, illustrated. ¥3

H

time in half!
automatic timer!

HOME-OWNED
2nd at Union MAiIn
Christmas Store Hours now 10

"VACUUAMS,
Rhodes, 2nd Floor
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R H 0 D E S — the, Home Stere

suggests these for a very happy

for

- ' EASY “SPINDRIER” WASHER

Surprise her with this very fine new washer
which revolutionizes that Monday morning
task! The “Spindrier”
special new process which spindries clothes
to damp-dry-—blues or rinses in one tub
while washing in the other! Cuts washing
Streamlined beauty—with

name refers to the

TERMS! $169.95

1942 PHONO-COMBINATION

. Every home wants one! These by Stromberg-
Carlson are marvelous with exclusive

floating”

cabinet!

v 2nd at Union, Seattle
Christmas Store Hours

Rhodes, 5th Floor

GENERAL ELECTRIC “BIG 7”

A handsome addition to her kitchen! And
one that will save food and money—making
a direct contribution to national defense!
" With its Selective Storage Zones, it will
protect that wealth of health in your food

than the best refrigerators of just a few
‘years ago.

tone-true radio speaker. The wide
range of natural tone brings you deep bass,
high treble notes and overtones formerly -lost!
Plays records with finé reproduction! We
predict your family will say, “There is nothing
finer than our Stromberg-Carlson!” Mahogany

TERMS! $185.25 to $550 !
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This
Christmas, more than ever, these will be treasured

Give to the Home—and you give to ali!

gifts because supplies are iimited!

days —and it uses 509 less current

TERMS! $204.44
!

BUSPR—

1942 ZENITH RADIORGAN!

Hailed as the great tone discovery of the
year—this brilliant model by Zenith! Beauty
of styling ... beauty of tone .’, . power for
performance! Walnut-finished cabinet 41
inches high, with 14-inch Ccncert Grand
Speaker. Has 10 superheterodyne tubes (in-
cluding rectifier) . . . antomatic tuning, and
other “year-ahead” features!

TERMS! $129.95

ZENITH PORTABLE

Certainly a gift hit—these fine

Zenith portables with self-charging

battery! Usable with A. C. current, ..~~~
too! For the home, for outings, for -

a gift to the boys in the service—"

these are tops!
TERMS! 544.95

EMERSON PORTABLE

For that extra radio—for your son
or daughter’s room—for the recrea-
tion room, or kitchen-—hete’s a
honey of a gift buy! Has good
clear tone, five tubes, smart plastic
case. Note its low price!

TERMS! $16,95
Rhodes, APPLIANCES and RADIOS, Sccond Floor

“full-

Rhoder

HOME-OWNED

MAin 8000
Now 10 ’til 6
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