-

to finance their own crops, are not

: evacuation before the crops can be
! harvested.

.{might become acute if it were not

*teither lease or own their land

PRODUCE HIT. |
JAPS ARE QUSTE

Evacuation of Japanese aliens
from the Pacific Coast states un-
doubtedly would result in a short-
age this year of fresh vegetables
and berries, produce men said to-
day, bui they do not believe the
shortag would be serlous enough
to work any great hardship on the
consumer,

An actual evacuation, some brok-
ers say, will cause no greater short-
age in this area than already is
threatened by the talk of evacu-
tion. .

Much Grown by Japs

A large percentage of the truck
produce and  herries, ' ‘especially
strawberries, which find their way
into Seattle markets; is grown by
alien Japanese. Many of these
growers operale on a credit hasis.
They either bhorrow from a bank
each spring to finance crops or ob-
tain credit {from fertilizer, seed and
other companies. When crops are
sold, accounts are settled.

This year, however, bankers have

been chary of making loans and|

many firms have discontinued
credit hecause of the falk of re-

In addition, many Japanese, able

planting because they do not wish
to invest their funds if they face

Land Law Is Help
An American-born Japanese, who
is in the produce brokerage busi-
ness, explained that the situation

for the state’s Alien Land Law.
“Alien Japanese cannot own or
lease land in Washington,” he ex-
plained. “Those alien Japanese,
who are engaged in truck farming,

through American-born children or

moval of aliens from the coastal]
‘| regions, it was declared.

(

else work the land on shares for
some owner.

“Some aliens have children who
could carry on the produce farming
in case the elders are eyacuated.
Others employ Filipino workers who
undoubtedly could continue the
business.”

Another broker said that no
acute shortage should result because
other truck farmers have increased
acreage greatly this season, in ex-

~| pectation that Japanese aliens might

be evacuated.




