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Graphic and minute details of
the: Java Sea “battle staged last
month-end arve given in this exclu-
sive cable account filed by George
Weller, Chicago Deaily News cor-
respondent, recently arrived in Aus-
tralia from Java.

By GEORGE WELLER
The Chicago Daily News Foreign
Sarvice

SOMEWHERE IN AUSTRALIA,
March 19.~—A regulation American
Navy lifebelt, with Holmes float-|!
ing light attached, tossed-overboard
from the cruiser Houston in the
latter stages of the battle of the
Java Sea, not only saved the lives of
116 men but has brought back in
the words of a Dutch destroyer
commander the first comprehensive
story of tha* naval combat.

(The' Houston- went on to her
own doom.) .

Struggling for their lives in the

. oy

ells

ow Moon Betrayed Alli

ies in Java Sea Battle

ojl-burdened waters after their de-
strayer Kortenaer was torpedoed,
the 116 men managed to stay, cling-
ing to their rafts, as the Allied bat-
tle fleet steamed past through the
moonlit night. Their cries for help
were answered by réturn cries
from the cruisers De Ruyter, Perth
and Java but only some unknown,
friendly hand aboard the Housten
had the quickness of wit to throw
them the illuminated life preserver.
It was the Holmes light attached to
it—hours later in a battle which
virtually wiped out The Nether-
lands East Indies Fleet —that
guided a British destroyer to their
rescue,. although not before their
radio operator had suffocated
through heavy fuel oil clogging his
nose and throat.

Thirty-seven others of the Kor-
tenaer's crew perished when a Jap
torpedo, fired probably from a sub-

Imarine, hit her near the engine

rocm, destroymg No. 2 hoiler room

and the munition magazines. The
Kortenaer split amidship and -sep-
arated fore and stern, sinking per-
pendicularly, ‘Jike stakes driven
into the sea,” within two minutes.
The Allied and Jap fleets were
iil met by the moonlight. Knowing
weeks before that the bhattle odds
made a clean-cut victory impos-
sible, Vice .Adm. C. E. L. Helfrich
of the N. E. L fleet based his
strategy upon the hope of using
dark nights and bad weather, strik.
ing when visual communications
among the Jap units were upset.
But the Japs elected to invade
when the day was unclouded, the
sky blue and the sea smooth, fol-
lowed by a star-hung night with
the moon barely past full.

Under such conditions the in-
equality of forces was heightened
by the brilliant moonlight, fully
revealing the Allied moves. The dis-
advantage was heightened by the

fully supplied with an sttached air
recon nee-—two lanes per]
cruiser—-while the Allisd cruisers
lacked any.

Four or five Jap spottet planes
hovered over the daytime phase of
the battle. Allied preliminary recon-
naissance was even more seriously
impaired through severai weeks of
attacks by Jap navy-Zero planes
upon American and Dutch Catalina
flying boats, which diminished the
extent of coas?al‘ patrols, causing
an underestimate of the 'Jap forces
by the Allies before the battle was
engaged.

Segments of the invasion convoys
were seen gathering in Macassar
Strait two days before. Being a de-
fensive force, the Allies, under the
immediate command of Rear Adm,
Karel W. F. M. Doorman and the
remote command of Helfrich, from
Bandoeng, had to accept battle
under whatever conditions the Japs
imposed—and the conditions proved

fact that the Jap cruiser force was

The Allied fleet, including. the
destroyers Electra Jupiter, Witte
de With, Encounter and a certain
number  of American destroyers,
deployéd around the cruisers De
Ruyter, Exeter, Houston, Perth
and Java, had Teft Soerbaja Thurs-
day. night for an eastward sweep
along the northern coast of the
island of Madura, thence westward
beyvond Rembang, seeking to inter-
cept the convoy.

The crews were tired to the point
of exhaustion, having spent
Wednesday night, February 25 at
battle stations on a similar sweep.
About 10 o'clock ¥riday morning,
February 27, about 20 miles off
the headland west from Rembang
—of - which Mount Moeriah is the
most prominent landmaric—from a
height. of approximately 10,000 feet
the Allied fleet was attacked by
three Jap bombers which probably
had been originally destined for
Java coast objectives.

but immediately, afterward a Jap
seaplane appeared . astern aad
thereafter continuously  trailed
Admiral Doorman’s fleet, keeping
barely beyond gunshot. After 37
hours of continuous battle stations,
Admiral Doorman wirelessed Hel-
frich at Bandoeng, “Exhaustion
point far exceeded,” and proposed
to break off the sweep and return
to Soerabaja.

The fleet had turned and was
proceeding eastward again, plan-
ning to make base about sundown,
thus conserving maneuverability
against air attacks throughout the
day. But at approximately 3:30
o’clock ' that Friday afternoon,
when the fleet was midway be-
tween the Island of Bawean and
Soerabaja; the signal came that 2
Catalina had observed a squadron
consisting of “two cruisers, four
destroyers and many transports”
(the latter referring apparently to

Macasgar Strait). This squadron
was put 50 miles away at 350 de-
grees, that is, slightly west of
directly north.

Attack Order Given

Helfrich’s order came from his
Bandoeng Mountain headquarters
to “attack immediately.” 'The Al-
lied ships swung north. Doorman
elected that his formation should
be arranged as follows:

The British destroyers Electra
and Jupiter, which were heavier-
armed than the Americans, led a
colurnn of cruisers with a mile of
open water between. Next came
Doorman’s 6,500-ton flagship, the
De Ruyter, followed at 500-yard
intervals by the 8,400-ton Exeter,
the 9,059-ton Houston, the 7,000-ton
Perth, the 6,670-ton Java.

The plan was to engage the Japs
upon the starboard side. The Hous~
ton’s commander requested a place

most disadvantageous.

None of the bombs took effect

the 40 transports seen Thursday in

midway in the cruiser line because

only the two forward tarrets’ eighta
inch guns were sarviceable, 'the - o
single stern turret being atitl out o | =~
action due to the Jap bombers’
high-level bombing nttack of Kane
gean Islund, north of Bali, (onr‘
weeks before, -

Two Dutch destroyers, the Knr»
tenear and the Witte de With®
s_teamed parallel with the cruiser
lu:.e upon the portside, about {wo
miles away. They had orders to‘ -
prepare to act as an escort for any’ ‘:
cruiser which should become dis< . .
abled through enemy fire, . Tha: °
British destroyer Encounter wasx’
at portside of the column’s end,
about a mile away. The line of
American destroyers, being re=
served for torpedo attacks, brought
up the rear, their lighter arma-,
ment making them more suitable
as an anti-submarine screen than
an interception force. The entire

(Continued on Page 10, Column 2.)
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“The Harder the Sacrifice, the

More Glorious the Triumph.”

—_Franklin D. Roosevelt, in address to nation February 23, 1942,
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By Associated Press. '
RICHMOND, Calif.,, March 19—-

About 1,000 men had quit their

jobs today at the. Todd-California

& Richmond Shipbuilding Corpora-
tion and company officials said

they believed they had been lured|

$y prospects of more money on
ten-hour shiffs falsely rumored to
be ‘operation at competing shlp-

Tds.

" Union and federal officials said
the Turmnors ‘of longer shifts might
have. -been- started by subversive
groups seeking to hamper war pro-
duction. : v

Union ', leaders, condemned - the
resignations, which began late yes-
terday and continued until mid-
night. . ’

‘Un-American,” Says Unionist

“"Tom Crowe, international rep-
resentative for the A. F. of L. In-|’
ternational Brotherhood of Boiler-{-
Welders|-

makers & Shipbuilders,
and Helpers, termed the mens
" action “un-American.”

Company officials said they had
received-a telephone call from Paul
R. Porter, chairman of the ship-
building stabilization committee of
the War Production Board.

“The men who tonight walked
out of the Richmond shipbuilding
yards in defiance of the union lead-

ers are stabbing their country in| -

the back,” Porter said. “If they
don’t yat knuw that there is a war
on then they should be escorted by
{ Ioyal workers to the nearest Army
: recruiting station before the day is

over and given a chance to get into
the fighting zone. I call on them
té return to work immediately.

“Any rumor that the men will
find work elsewhere on a 10. hour
shift is without foundation. There
can be no change from the three
8-hour shifts to the two 10-hour
shifts without the approval of the
W. P. B., the Navy and the United
States Maritime Commission.

None to Profit More

“The President’s request for 24-
hour operation, seven days.a week,
will not result in one cent. more
profit to any shipbuilding company.

“Any such false reports used to
create dissention between employes
and the shipyards would appear. to
be the work of subversive ele-
ments.” : .

“We questioned some of the men
who walked out after an.informal
meeting at the Todd yard, and they
said their action was in protest to
the recent inauguration- of the
seven-day week,” Tom Evans, com-
pany publicity director; said. . .

The two Richmond shipbuilding
plants have been operating on a
seven-day week basis with three
eight-hour shifts daily s'mce last
Sunday.

Previously fhe plants oppranc.d
six days a week, 24 hours a day.

Evans said-the men who walked
off the job apparently were not act-
mg at the direction of any of the
umnions controlling workers at the
two plants.
, Union officials and protesting
workers .were not available for
comment,

i U
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The proposed Bow Lake site for
a new Seattle airport offers aero-
nautical advantages, while.the pro-
posed stte'at Lake Sammamish can
be developed more .quickly and
more cheaply, the United States
Army reported today after an ex-
tensive survey by engineers.

Maj. Gen. Jacob "E. Fickel, com-
manding general of the 4th Air
Force, San Francisco, submitted
the findings in a letter to the Port
of Seattle. )

General Fickel, without selecting
either site, said: “Civil rather than
military factors should govern the
decision. as to which site to
develop.” : '

The Port, which has announced
itseif as sponsor of the new field,
had waited General Fickel’s letter
in hopes that .a choice would be
madeé by the Army.

Commission Disappointed

“The*Port is disappointed that
the Army didn’t make a more
definite recommendation,” said
Horace P. Chapman, chairman_ of
the Port Commission, “but we're
making our own extensive studies
with the assistance of other gov-
ernmental agencies and will make
a definite selection as soon as the
surveys are amalgamated.” :

General Fickel's letter was writ-
ten as the result of a conference
February 27 in San Francisco with
Lieut. Gen. John L. De Witt, com-
manding officer of the Western
Defense Command; Col.

(Continued on Page 11, Column 2.)
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LAKE SAMMAMISH

A million dollars of fedeml ‘funds for 3 new airport for Seattle is-going: beggmg because- inferested
parties cannot’ decide between two sites. This artist’s sketch shows the two choices. :East ‘of Bellevue
and near Lake Sammamish is the first, while the second sdjoins the Se:ttle-’.l‘acoms Highway near Bow

_Lake. Arlvnntaves of both are indicated.

Nc¢ azz Missionaries Reported
Guzdmg Iaps Across Guinea)

. By VERN HAUGLAND
Former U. of W. Student

MELBOQURNE, March 19.—®)—
The battle about Australia’s north-
ern tip broke into new fury today
with Allied air attacks on the Jap-
anese at several island points,
Japanese raids on Northern Aus-
tralia and the Solomon Islands, and
sensational reports that German
missionaries .are leading an over-
land Japanese invasion in New
Guinea.

Messages from Port Moresby, on
Southern New Guinea, said the
German missionaries and - their
Nazified native pupils were guiding
the Japanese in a drive from the
north coast. ) )

The Germans were declared to
have maintained secret radio trans-

Welders O. K. Curb
On Strikes in War

DENVER, March 19—(P)—The
Denver local of the United Brother-~
hood of Welders, Cutters & Help-
ers has indorsed the Smith bill, now
before Congress, to prohibit strikes
and lockouts for the duration of the

war emergency, James E. White, |-

local secretary, said today.

In s letter to The Denver Post,
White said the 400 local members
also urged in 2 resolation that all
closed-shop contrrets should be dis-
continued for the duration.

The ‘welders, who have sought
autonomy in the American Federa-
tion of I.abor, have been involved
in several jurisdictional disputes
with A. F. of L. umons on the Pa:
cific Coast.

Dollar-a-year men biased,

says Guthrie. Page 19.

mitters and a factory for making

-{Swastika regalia and flags at their

missions around Finschhafen and
Alexishafen.

(Northeast New Guinea was a
German colony before the First
World War, A 1939 census showed
473 Germans' there.)

The missionartes were said to be
leading the Japanese westward
from Lae, on the east coast,
through the Markham Valley. It
was believed this was intended to

in the "valley, although it might
develop into a southward swing to-
ward Port Moresby.

The Japanese launched their first
air attack, reportedly without dam-
age, on Cape York, across Torres
Strait from Port Moresby, struck
again at Darwin, and bembed Tul-
agi, Florida Island, in the Sclomons.

Meanwhile,
tacked Koepang, Dutch -Timor, and
damaged ‘a heavy Japanese cruiser
at Rabaul, New Britain Island, to
add to the score of 23 ships sunk or
damaged off New Guinea.

The new Japanese bombing b]ows

the mainland city of Darwin were
officially minimized. One Japanese
heavy bomber was believed shot
down in the Port Moresby raid.
(A Berlin radio report, quoted by
the British Exchange Telegraph
Agency, said the Japanese advanc~
ing overland in New Guirea had
occupied about 30 air fields in the
south of the island and had put
them “into working order for oper-
ations againsi the Australian main~
land.”) .

There were no reports of new
action today by or against Japanese
war vessels ang transports. ~

It was assumed that Japan’s in-
vasion fleets_ were reorganizing
after one had been wrecked on the
New Guinea sea approach to Aus-
tralia and another crippled yes-

(Continued on Page 8, Column 6.)
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take over a system of good airports!-

Allied aircraft at-

today against Port” Moresby and|’

By Assocxated Press.

" WASHINGTON March 19._—(1?)
—Chairman” Donald M: Nelson . of

_{the War.Production. Board took the

stand today -that mew -war labor
lemslatlon was  not - needed, that
“we can get increased :production
without use of force.”

. Nelson’s view, expressed beiore
l- Senate subcommittee, contrasted

{with_that of Representative Smith,

Democrat, Virginia, in  urging
House naval committee approval of
his bill to limit profits and abolish
extra pay fot overtime, said mem-
bers of Congress were “feeling the
1ash ‘'of the whip” from constituents
clamoring for such legislation.
“I' want to see labor and man-
agement given a chance to carry
out their promises,” Nelson told
reporters after-a‘two-hour appear-
ance before the Senate group,
which has been considering de-
mands for labor law changes.
"The ‘war-production chief said he
had explained in detail to the sen-
ators, in-an.exécutive session, ways
by which he believed that war pro-
duction might be increased as much
as 25 per cent with existing equip-
ment.,
Paiterson Sees Danger
- Undersecretary of War Patterson
{estified to the House. committee
that a violent change in dealing
with labor might result in “de-
terioration, rather than- an im-
provement of labor relations.”
“Such a violent change would be
wrought by the provision of this
bill,”. he said of Smith’s measure. -
Patterson reported the War De-
partment was making progress in

[5-GALLON LIMIT FOR
MOTORISTS LOOMS
~ DEALERS OONFllSED

" The- proposed coupon -system will
.be' in effect on the - ‘Atlantic’ Sea-
board also. The petroleum coor-
dinator_declared ihat he could not
‘say whether the more rxgld system
would be severer tha.n the present
one-fifth cut in sales permxtted by.
retailers.

5 Gallons Mny Be Limit

Pending the issuing of ratlon
‘cards, -limitation of 'gasoline sales
to five -gallons a customer loomed
as.a'likelinood in Seattle. The: cus-
tomer apparently would be able'to
make such purchases at more than
ane station, “however.

Considerable confusion and dif-
ferences of, opinion existed in' the
gasohne-retxﬂ situstion. - Reétailérs
‘~—upon whom the burden of ration-
ing now rests—are trying to adjust
their sales to the new reduced scale.

A federal ruling last night “froze”
gasoline .prices, effective next Mon-
day, to-levels pfevailing March 13.
The ‘hew price-fixing order will be
in force for at least 60 days, it was
stated by.officials of the Office of
Price Admlmstratmn in Washmg—
ton, D. C,

The O. P."A: executlves mdlca.ted
at the same tlme, that serious con-
sideration’ is’ also. being. given to
licensing of all service stations in
the *“curtailment areas”—of ‘which
Washington is a- part—as a further
measure of insuring complete ad-
herence to price restrictions:

Violators’ licenses would be
withdrawn, automatically putting
them out of business. In the mean-
time, however, gasoline' sellers
have been notified that any infrac-
tions of the new price-fixing order
will be subject to a maximum -fine

(Continued on Page 9, Column 2.)

(Continued on Page 8, Column-4.)

Roosevelt Sets

Regtster All

WASHINGTON, March 19.—(®)
—President Roosevelt set April 27
today for the registration of men
agzed 45 to 64 inclusive.

WASHINGTON, March 18—D)
—The next. Selective Service regis-
tration, officials said today, has
been sct icntetively for “late in the
spring or early summer.” Awaiting
to be enrolled are men of 18 and
19 years old and those between 45
and 64. They are not subject to
compulsory military service.

Whether the two groups will-be
registered at ‘the same time or

“iseparately was said to be unde-

cided as were the definite dates.
Brig. Gen. Louis B. Hershey, na-
tional Selective Service director,
suggested at Tuesday’s draft. lot-
tery the possibility that men not
summoned to Army duty eventu-
ally might be required-to do essen-
tial war ‘work of other kinds. Of-
ficials noted, however, that Con-

gress has not granted authotity for

Aprzl 27 To
Men 45 to 64

a compulsory work-or‘fxght order,
and no_details have been worked
out.

Meanwhile, a new opinion by
the National Draft Board of Re-
view raised a likelihood of a gen-
eral deferment- for men whose
wives-are expecting a child.

The opinion was given in the
case of a man placed by his local
board in Class 1-A subject to duty,
,although he had mazrried since his
registration and his wife was ex-
pectant. A state appeals board
placed him in deferred Class 3-A,
but the state director. appealed
further to President Roosevelt.

The National Board of Review,
which makes recommendations to
the Chief Executive, ruled that the
man appeared te have married to
escape the draft, but as Congress
thus far failed to make provision
for dependency of draftees, he
should be  deferred for the time
being hecause of the prospective
additional dependant.

operatmn is bemg stressed to cut consumptmn 20 per cent.

~A-rigid gacosliné—couboh-'fatibniﬁg sys"cem will: bé’ inéﬁi-
< tuted in the Pacific -Northwest-in about_six weeks, which is
|as, soon .as coupons canbe prmtedv Petroleum Coordmator >
kes. a.nnounced today in: Washmgfon D: C., the ;

WARTHURS |.
LEFT BATAAN
N Q BOATS|

oy NEW YORK, March 19—(&’)——
Small .but fast motor torpedo—boats
carried Gen. Douglas MacArthur,
his wife and child, and a small
group of aides on the perilous first]
leg of their journey- from.Bataan
Peninsula to Australia, according
to a copyrighted Melbourne dis-
patch published today by The New
York Herald Tribune. - i

The correspondent, Allen Ray-
mond, learned that the MacArthur
party left Bataan by night March
11 and traveled south along the
coast of the Philipp_i.ne -Islands two
night, hiding ‘in bayous during
daylight. hours—to reach: the ren-|
dezvous -with the big .planes which
carried the group to Australia.

. Three days of the one-week jour-
ney were spent-in waiting for the
p]anes, it was said..

At times the little boats, called
Q-boats by :MacArthur, were
pounded by heavy seas, Raymond
learned. He quoted a member of
the party as saying: “We took.a
terrific pounding—in spots it was
like riding in one of those out-
board-motor racing boats.”

“The point of their arrival in
Australia, Raymond wrote, natur-
ally is secret, but the planes which
Janded the MacArthurs and their
party in Australia March 17 kept
clear of Darwin, Northern Aus-
tralian port, which has been under
repeated air attack.

Girl Flees In
Haste as Auto
Hits Pedestrian

A young woman hit-run driver
trapped a pedestrian against a
lamppost after backing over the
sidewalk in Fourth Avenue at Jef-
ferson Street and then sideswiped
two automobiles as she drove away
at high speed about 11 o’clock this
forenoon.

The pedestrian, William E. Bas-
sett 504 Fourth Ave., was taken to
Swedish Hospital with a fractured
left leg.

Detective Capt. Clyde V. Dailey
saw the accident and took the
license number of the hit-run car.
A young woman companion of the
driver leaped out of the hit-run car
a moment after it hit the pedes-
trian.

The passenger,

who identified

herself as Miss Edith Link, 18, of

Arlington, gave Captain Dailey the

name and address of the driver. .
Miss Link was not held,

. when pos.ii.u.

lish’ apermanent ‘commt ty,
Y. Saka.moto Japa.nese
and leader, announced today

Although the evacuati n::
Japanese, aliens and Ame.ncan-bo n
allke, is  expected. to - be *ordered
soon, - few : Japanese -have: left
Seattle -voluntarily thus far be-
cause: they.are awaiting for appro-
val by the government of the ess
‘tablishrnent of the commumity. = =
- Sakamoto deelined to reveal ‘the
locality of:the-pessible:community,.
but’ he said it “was. outside of an
area where whlte persons
settled.

Model Cxty Planned :

“Tf the government will assmt
somewhat,” Sakamoto said, “we can’
put-up tempac_sﬁry quarters quickly,
.then ‘move build a"permanent
meodel city with homies,, churches,
schools and industries. Many of us
would go with the view to staying
there permanently.. -- 5

‘“We are willing to put. ourselvelw
in. voluntary exile,”” he continued,
“but- we will need some aslstanm
from the governmen N

Sakamclo said the proposal has
been placed before government au-
thorities, -but no action’ has beeu .
taken. . B
Meanwhile, 1000 Japanese fmm»: .
the Los Angeles area have volun- -
teered tfo pioneer in setting up
‘community life. at Manzanar, 40
miles south of Bishop in the Owens.
Valley of Southeastern. California,
east of the rugged Sierra Nevadas,
the Associatesl Press reported. .

In Owens Valley the Japanese
will live in fabricated houses, with :
community kitchens and- commu-
nity baths, will engage chiefly in
agricultural work. The camp
eventually will accommodate 10,000
evacuees. .

General De: Witt Approves

Such a community would aceam-
modate Seattle’s entire Japanese
community, made up of about 4,060
aliens and 6,000 American-born
persons. .

Lieut, Gen. John L De Wxtt.

commander of the Western Defense
Command, has approved such move~
ments. Urging otner Japanese to
follow the example of the Los An-
geles volunteers, General De Witt
said:
“I desire to make it unmistak-
ably clear: that evacuation will he
continued, with or without such
cooperation. With such . coopera-
tion, those affected will {ind sheir
cituation much less difficult.”

The Army’s part in the evacus-
tion program will-end when Mili-
tary Area No. 1, a 2,000-mile-long
strategic  strip of coastline, I
cleared.

A war relocation authority, cre-
ated yesterday by President Roose-.
velt, with Miiton S. Eisenhower in
charge will then take over, provids
ing permanent resettlement areas
and employment opport\l

are.“




