%éaf*s, Smiles M ingle as Japs
Bid Bainbridge Farewell

By FIELDING LEMMON

Bainbridge Island Japanese, alien
and ‘American-born alike, were
evacuiited irom the island this
forenson, some leaving in tears,
some with smiles and. others with
traditional stoic faces.

The Army checked out a total of
237 persons, the remainder of the
289 on the island having left volun-
tarily.

The evacuation was a credit to
the efficiency of the Army, it was
a tragedy to the Japanese them-
selves and it was a said affaic for
island residents, most of whom
knew the Japanese personally.

Only one incident marred an or-
derly evachation. One elderly
woman was stricken with a heart
attack as shie awaited the ferry
at Eagledaie which was to take
iher to new surroundings in Cali-
fornia.

The woman was given first aid,
carried on the boat and then re-
-|ceived medical attention when thejp
ferry arrived in Seattle.

By 11 o'clock this forenoon the

ontire Japanese- population of the
island had assembled, as arranged
previously, at the ferry dock in
Eagledale. Soldiers under command
i Maj. C. F. Bisenius immediately
segregated them by families and
gave an identification tag to each.

When the ferry Kehloken ar-
rived at 11:03 c¢'clock, . the entire
assembolage was ready to board. It
was accomplished in orderly fash-
ion. There were one or more soi-
diers for each famiiy. The soldiers
courtecusly escorted the Japanesc
aboard the ferry, .-

Once abearg, the evacuehs Twyern
giver the run of the boat, except
for the lower deck. ’

Arriving at Colman Dock shortly
after noon, the Japanese wers
taken immediately to a - specjal
train, which was on the swltch
tracks in froat of the dock,

The: Japanese by this time were -
smiling but there were m.iny a asfa
dier, including even officers,

- whnt
had tears streaming down ihei(

{Continued on Fage 2, Column &}
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King County will take action to
require that the Boeing Aircraft
Company pay the county a $15 toll
on every plane the.firm produces,
it was disclosed at a meeting of the
Board of County Commissioners
today. ‘

Commissioner Archie E. Phelps,
who is in charge of the county's
interests at the county-owned air-
port, said he will ask that the toll
be retroactive to January 1.

Commissioner Russell H. Fluent
seconded Phelp’s motion.

“It's my opinion that the Boeing
company must pay for the use of
the field,” Phelps said, adding that
the company has been given an
“ultimatum.” .

‘County in.Plane. Business’

*“T know we are at war,” Phelps
asserted, “but King County is in
the airplane business at Boeing
Field. .

““Boeing. is a 'private company
that makes profit out of the manu-
facture of airplanes. We haven't
given anything away to Boeing
Field and we don’t interd to.”

Under the toll plan, Phelps said,
the county will “get more than suf-
ficient revenue” to cover expenses.
He estimated revenues from the
airport would exceed $80,000, com-
pared with $27,000 last year.-

Hold Army Liable—Fluent

A few minutes earlier Fluent
moved that the Army be held liable
for loss of private business the
county may sustain as a result of

was seconded by Commissioner Tom
Smith. .

Phelps disagreed that such .a
clause was needed, asserting that
“even' if three or four more air-
ports are constructed here, Boeing
Field will still be “in 100 per cent
demand” after the war.

A. F. L. Backs War Effort

NEW YORK, March 30.—(P)—
The American Federation of Labor
said in a full-page advertisement in
The New York Times that its mem-
bers will stick to the job and give

water, until this war is won,” The
ad, titled “Beware the Sixth- Col:
umn,”. declared: “Words won’t win
this war—hard fighting will. Snip;
ing ‘at each other won't win this
war—national unity will. New laws
won't win :this ‘war—hard work
will”
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This scene was typical as the evacuation proceeded under Array supervision. Toshiki Katayama
carries a suitcase oui of her home as she prepares to leave the island on which she always has lived.
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faces as they escorted the evacuees
aboard the train.
The Japanese had left their
homes, in which some had lived for
as many as 40 years.- The. most
touching scene, however, was the
attitude of the children, some too
voung to comprehend the reason
for their removal. One child, held
tightly by his mother on the ferry,
asked:
“Where are we going?”
The mother rocked him gently
and said:
“Y don't kmow, but we will be
back.”
The captain of the ferry which
brought the Japanese to Seattle
was Oscar Lundgren, who was born
on the island and knew most of
the Japanese who were being -re-
moved. He was kept busy during
his relief shift shaking hands with
his friends.
. Tells of ‘Slabwood Harry’
"He told about Harry Hiroshita,
who was known in the early part
of . the century as “Slabwood
Harry.”

Captain Lundgren explained that
this nickname resulted from the

fact that - Hiroshita supplied the
slabwood for tugs which ran into
Port Blakely before the days of
coal and oil. .
Ansther touching scene before
the ferry left Bainbridge Island
was the parting between high

Bid Bainbridge Farewell

Some are old and won't be back,
but the rest of us will await the
day when we can come home."

The minister expressed pride
over the way members of his race
accepted evacuation,

“We knew, really, that the order
was coming,” he asserted. “We had
hoped for the best, however, and
when it did come it was a shock.
But almost 100 per cent of the
Japanese have tried to make the
best of it. If this evacuation will
help the ccuntry, we are proud to
obey the order.” : B

‘Auction’ Draws Many

A scene reminiscent of a Midwest
farm auction was-enacted ¥yester-
day at .the Kitayama Greenhouse
and Gardens at Pleasant Beach.
The proprietors hed much to sell.
There were plants and shrubs, tools
and fertilizers, automobiles and
trucks, household furnishings, and
even-a flock of chickens.

‘Eager buyers stormed the place,
and by nightfall nearly everything
was gone. A few chickens re-
mained, but a neighbor agveed to
take care of them. X

A problem was foreseen over the

evacuation of Yoshio XKatayama,
his mother and two sisters, Kata-
vama owns the island’s largest
rhubarb farm, which will have a
harvest' estimated at $1,000. Kata-
yama said he had been unable to
obtain a lessee, and fears his entire
rhubarb crop will go.to waste.

school classmates. DMany pupils a
Bainbridge High School cut classes

Army occupancy ‘of the airport. It

it everything, “come hell or high}

lcepted his evacuation ordgrs with
.|calm philosophy, held farewell

to bid their Japanese friends good-
bye,

There was a great gathering of

white friends at Eagledale before
the evacuation .was completed.
These friends, as well as soldiers,
gave the departing Japanese every
help, :

i was a pathetic exodus.
_ There were mothers with babies
in arms, aged patriarchs with fal-
tering steps, high school boys and
girls, and some children, too young
to realize the full import of the
occasicn. The youngsters frolicked
about, treating the evacuation as a
happy excursion.
There was at least one sad sep-
aration.
. Ebaristo Arota, a Filipino, re-
mained on the island while his
Jepanese wife, Miki, sadly boarded
the ferry.

Army officials said fhey were com-
pelled to deny a reqdest that either
Arota be taken with the evacuees
or \Ir;. Arota be allowed to stay.

Yesterday was a busy one for
the island’s “orphans of war,” as
they have designated themselves.
The island Japanese had set their
affairs in order in eight short days,
under Army orders.

For some it was a simple mat-
ter. Others had a far more difficult
time, as they had much personal
property to sell or store, and per-
sonal affairs, such as leases, to
settle.

John Nakata, proprietor of the
Eagle Harbor Grocery & Market,
spent a busy day visiting customers
who had invited him for farewell
calls. Earlier in the week he had
arranged for leasing his business,
and his day was free.

‘Nakata's home, during the late
afternoon, became a gathering

American friends at what he
termed a “going-away"” party.

Farewell Service Held

The Rev. K. Hirakawa, pastor of
the Japanese church, was has ac-

services for the flock he has served
17 years. Services scarcely had]
ended when movers arrived to store
the church piano.

" *“What has to be, has to be” said
Mr. Hirakawa, smiling. “I am glad

 almost deserted yesterday,.a strange

occurrence -for' this time "of year,
when' ‘workers usually are busy

place for many Japnaese and|.-

every day, even Sindays, weeding
and cultivating. - -~ :

Every Ficld.to Order

The Japanese pointed proudly,
however, to one thing: Every field
on . the island is-in perfect order.
For the past week, they have toiled
io put each strawberry field in
“apple pie” condition. The peas are
cultivated and staked. Pea plants
are two to three inches tall, and the
rows, spread in geometrical order,
are weed-free. -

F. O. Nagatani, Island Center,
said every Japanese on the island
has striven for the past eight days
to make his land ready for pro-
duction. " :

“We won't be here to harvest
the: crop, "but the crop -is there,”
Nagatani- said. “It will be as good

.or better crop than any previous

year. We hope it will aid the war
effort.” , :

A strange collection of materials
began gathering in. the storehouse
opened at Winslow by the Federal
Reserve Bank. of San Francisco,
custodian for enemy-alien property.

the bank to care for were a 50-
gallon barrel 'of strawberry pre-
serves, and 68 wrestling mats
owned by the island’s. Japanese

Association.

There were many scenes of
pathos yesterday. The Japanese
can take only personal belongings
with them. The Army made no
arrangements for pets. This was
a hard blow tc many children who
had to part with dogs and cats.
The dog situation was eased by
citizens who agreed to care for the
animals until the Japanese .return,
or until the dogs can be shipped to
the resettlement center — Army
rules permitting.

Little Kejo Leaves Kitty. .

‘There was no solutien, however,
as to what to do about little. Kejo
Nishimira’s kitten.. The little 'girl,
scarcely 4 wyears old, said, with
tears in her eyes:,

“It can't take my kitty.” -

~-Several hard-boiled guys from
Brooklyn in the Army group in-
dicated they would gladly smuggle
little Kejo's kitten aboard the ferry
if they thought she could take it

along with her to California.

They knew she couldn't,- how-

{or the fact we all can be together.
I think most of us will return to
the island together some day.

‘

ever, and it appeared that one com-
pany might have a new mascot—
a kitten.

Japanese are regretful Hut not
bitter about their departure. John
Ichero summed up the general atti-
tude wheén he said:

“Some Americans join the Army,
others the Navy. We do our part
by evacuating.”

The evacuees can take only such
baggage as they can carry. Despite
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Strawberry -and pea ‘fields were.

2mong articles the Japanese asked|:

Soldiers. guarded ihe ferry dock at Eagle Harbo
left to right, are Pvts. Sol Cohen, Henry

e
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r as the island Japanese were eyacuated. Here, from
Hoffmann and Walter Bond and Corp. Jerry Krakendonk.

ARMY CONTINUES
SHODTING PRORE

Army officials are ceontinuing
their investigation of the fatal
shooting Thursday at Cottage Lake
of Pvt. Raymond Lindsey, 24 years
old, Sheriff’s Capt. Ben Lippy said
teday. ’

Lindsey was found dead in his
automobile with a .32-caliber pistol
beside him. Law enforcement
officers expressed belief the soldier
had committed suicide.

Lippy reported that Col. H. H.
Twitchell of Paint Field, where
Lindsey was stationed, -expressed
dissatisfaction with the suicide
theory. - Colonel Twitchell said
Lindsey was in a “happy mood”
prior to the shooting; that .the
soldier did not own a- pistol, and
that he was left-handed, although
the shot entered his right temple,
according to Lippy. - -

Sheriff's Capt. Ed Storgaard said
the sheriff's office also will con-
duct further investigation.

Aircraft manufacturers_in Ger-
many have a serious shortage of
workers. s

'here was sadness in the hearts
of Ebaristo Arota, a Filipino, and
his Japanese wife, Miki, as they
bosrded a truck on Bainbridge
Island this forencon for their last
few minutes together for an indef-
inite period. DMrs. Arota was evac-
uated ivith other island Japanese;
her: hueband could ‘not accompany
her. Heéré they are about to set out
for the ferry.

this restriction, many families are
discarding staple articles'in favor
of personal ones.

Two families, for instance, are
taking small Buddhist altars. An-
other is taking a scrapbook of clip-
pings. which_tell of a son’s Bain-
bridge High School athletic career.
The M. Nakata family carefully
packed away a poster which says a
son is in the United States Army.

Lieut. Col. Paul B. Malone, 9th
Corps Area, was on the island to
aid evacuation procedure. He had
high praise for the manner in
which the Japanese had cooperated.

Solons Enter Dies’
_ Tiff With Wallace

{Continued ¥From Page One)

mented that Dies’ statement, in so
far as it referred to Parmelee, “is
amply supported.” -
Mason, a member of the Dies
committee, told the House he had
scanned Parmelee’s book and said:

“Only crackpots would seiect
crackpots to heip plan our war
program or our post-war program.”

Wallace, in his reply to Dies last
night, said it would be more seemly
if “Mr. Dies and others of his kind
with an intense itch for publicity
will use their great talents to help
the United Nations to win this war,
rather than stir up discord among
patriotic Americans.”

Dies Won't Be Silenced .

Dies answered from his Jasper,
Tex., home with the statement he
would “not be silenced by any
attempt to impugn my motives.”

Dies’ committee recently  was
voted authorization by the House
to. continue another year. But no
funds have been voted yet and Dies
is seeking $500,000. Extension of
the committee was contested vigor-
ously by Dies’ cpponents, but the
final vote was in his favor.

Wallace accused Dies of seeking
to “inflame the public mind by a
malicious distortion of facts.”

“If we were al peace,” he -said,
“these tactics could be overlooked
as the product of a witchcraft mind.
We are not at peace, however. We
are at war . ..

“These are the most critical times
in our history . .. It is the solemn
daty of all patriotic citizens to
fight thz enemy within our gates
who hide under many cloaks, the
most insirious of which is a false
patriotism.

“Any man who seeks to under-
mine faith in our government by
a malicious misuse of facts is 2
greater danger to our national
safety than thousands of Axis sol-
diers within our borders.. Hitler
and the Japs know that better than
anyone else.” B
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