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JAPANESE DEFEND
ALLEGED MURDERER

TACOMA. Thursday., April 11.—Seven
hundred Japanese of Tacoma and vicini-
ty will make every efort 1o gee that 3.
Merivasu. the s2if-confessed murdercr
of H. Omati, who was Iilled in a res-
laurant two days ago. escuapes punisn-
ment. Nearly (wo huadred Japanese,
including all the leading Nipponese of
Tucoma. were present at the Omati in-
quaest vestorday afiernoon.

When the evidence had been conclud-
ad and Coroner Stewari had reGuested
211 but the junrors to leave the room
thei a vardict migit bel reached. the
Japanese with words of consolation and
encouragement. . crowaed  about Morl-
yasw and M. Nakamura, wringing their
liands with: heurty shakes and patling
them consolingly on the back and head.

A i!ﬁtullar fenture of the case is the
anxiely of Nakamura, a bright Japanese
nr tl:e city. to be accounted one of

Cmati's wmurderers. Fle was in the box
when the shooting took place and claims
10 have fited several shots. Morivasu
however. asserts that Nakamura fired
hit onre and tkat the buliet went .wild.
Eaceh of thz men seems ciager for the
“honorv”  of having Killed Omati, _who
was hated and feared by all the Japn.-
nese of Tacoma. The police say that {t
the first case of the kknd that has come
under their observatdion in which prison-
ers.are eager to bhear the responsibility
of murder.

The coroner's jury brought m a ver-
dfct that Omati ¢ame lo his death at
the hands of Morivasw.. .,
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