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ST. LOUIS, April 16.—~(P)—Seg-;.
‘regation of Japanese-Americans,!,
.|who were moved from the Pacific
.| Coast to relocation camps by mili-|,
'l tary authorities, was criticized to-{
day in two addresses at a meeting}-
tof the Nalional Conference of}
Social Work,

“These people were not, and are
not dangerous,” said John W. Pow-
ell, assistant chief of communily
services of the Colorado River war
relocation project at Poston, Ariz.

Rumuors Are Denied

“In spite of rumors, repeatedly}
denied by all official sources, there
is no record of a single act of sabo-
tage either in California or Hawali,
where tens of thousands (of Japa-
neseY are working on secret mili-
tary preparations and where tenj
thousand of them have volunteered|
for the Army.

“In California, their major crime
was to have created hundreds ot
millions of dollars of agricultural
wealth which some of their neigh-
pors sought to control by forcing
the racial issue under the forced
draught of war fears. The govern-
ment took charge in what is prob-
ably the most costly experiment
in controlled migration ever made.”

Homer Morris, in charge of re-
settlement work for the American
Friends Service Committee, told
the conference of the efforts of the
War Relocation Authority and pri-
vate welfare groups to resettle
Americans of Japanese ancestry
as individuals in communities
throughout the nation.

Relocation Held Wrong

“Two thirds of the people at the
relocation centers are American
citizens,” Morris said. “They have
been charged with no crime; they
are guilty of no offense against
the peace and security of the
United States.

“Certainly the long-range solu-
tion is not the relocation of these
people by segregation in these cen-
ters as wards of the government.
Rather, it is in relocating them as
individuals in places where they
can make the greatest contribu-
tions to the national welfare.”




