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fapestry weaving in coloured silks has been carried on in Japan

for at least threehundred years, though certain Japanese guthori=-
ties imsist on a much earlier date. It is a link between ordinary
weaving and embroidery. The warp threads are stretched on a frame,
and the weft threads are then put in, and pushed into their places
with the fingers or a comb, "The weft threads only cover short
spaces with the various colours used to make the patter, instead

~ of being thrown across tlje loom by means of one or more shuttles.

“Japanese tapestry, known as tsudzure-ori(patched weaving) is
identical with the Chinese k'o-ssu, and differs from Eruopean
tapestry in its much finer texture. /FALLE//E/4/ETHE/FHEALLE/ 1N/
£f¢ European tapestries of the 17th century are reported to exist
in Japan, but tap stry weaving on the European scale has not been
practises there until modern times, Louls Gonse notes that Hideyoshi
(d. 1598) caused to be cxecuted for lMgyeda Toshiiye, Pfince of
Kaga, a large panel of tapestry which his descendant possess today.

‘ Viet. and Alb, p. 28-8.
Tapestry: a simple fabric of cloth weave, usually with vertical
ribbing in which the weft threads form the pattern and do not run
the full width of the piece. Bach weft is woven back and forth
around the warp threads only where each particular colour is needed.
S1it Tapestry-~the various wefts are not interwoven with each other
at their edges, and slits therefore‘appear between them.
Reath. p.9

We have been unable to find in Japanese books any illustration show-
ing the tapestry weaver at work, although drawing s of the ordinary
loom weavinga are numerous. The fact tﬁat tapestry working was

alweys a select and never a popular industry in Japan may account
for this. The absence of any illustration is to be reggetted for
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