.
)
.

garliest Takahata or loom is preserved in the Isafu= '
no=-liiya at Ise, among the nine sacred treasures, considered oldqer
the those at Nara. This is in metal, of small size, and records
state that it was a model constructed for weaving with five

threads of different colours. There is g mimilarity in this.
a

model with looms depicted in later drawings, wuch as &h&& print

by Hokusal-==-- drawloom.,

unfinished,
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Looms:

"As regards the machinery made use of, we note that the earliest
Takahata or loom 1s preserved in the Isaiu=-no-lMiya at Ise,
amongst the nine sacred treasures, which are considered older
even than those at Nara, This is in metal, of small size,

but the records state that it was a model constructed for weav=
ing with five threads of different éolours. When we compare tﬁi;
model with later drawings, wuch as that in a print by Hokusai,
and the modern drawing by Bavier, we see how ;imilar were

thg looms used in Japan for fine brocades at periods separated
from each other by more than a thousand years. In the drawloom
the warp threads are passed through loops formed in strings,
arranged in a vertical place, one string to every warp thread;
and these strings PULYEH/LAE/BERBIE/MELLY/ MATLER/ BRE/ LAY/ were
so arranged in sepate groups, that when an attendant, called

the drawboy, pulled the handle which united one grup, he drew

up all those warp threadsf wheih, in g¥/ the order of the pattern
required to be raised for the passage of the shuttle., The

order in which the threads are groups is determined by a papten

paper or design; it is divided by lines into small squares, so

as to represent a woven fabric, and upon it the pattern isdrawn

and coloured,



The plain weave, also called cloth or tabby

weave 1s the simplest of all weaves and probably developed

from the primitive interlacing or rushes, cane, etc, for baskefs,
mats, etc. In the plain weave the warp gnd weft threads are
regularly interwoven on the principle of "under one and over

one", see fig. « Variatitns in the plain weave

Bave been achieved by various methodsr-Qphe use of types of
yarns within cne piece, the introduction of colors in either

/

i”“ 4
the warp or weft yarns or the, the application of surface
design by stencilling, painting, or dyeing, etc.

Variations:

@(’5:‘ ,, T“,Je wns

Selgo: Corded silk was first made in the eleventh

century, first in Kyoto and later in the province

gl € ;
of Tango. It is of two kinds: one in which the warp

and weft are both of corded silk and in the other

corded silk used for the warp and uncorded for the



the weft., ts manufacture was discontinued after

the fire at Otoneri-Machi in Kyoto in 1467, but .*‘“M"f°£f”*z;ﬁ

wew revived at the end of the sixteenth century,

. d b e SRR
T "1t was often used for summer Court robes.) -

Kohaku or Taffeta.,which is characterized by it close
weave and stiffness, was apparently copied from im-
ported stuffs in Kyoto in the middle of the sevensh

. teenth century. It was introduced into Kimpyd by the
Kyoto weavers at the beginning of the nineteenth

®
centurye.

-Yuzuri: printing flower and bird designs on cloth,

introduced during the Nara period.

Ori-iro: This method of producing a monochrome
effect by combining two silk threads of different col-
ours was invented by a Kyoto weaver at an uncertain

Lwi' % & 6(/
date, possibly befiore the ,theeﬁ%h.century.
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‘\ b A s AR
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- T S & strong twﬁst hasﬁbeen 1mpqrted, flrst from ﬁﬁé :

Py ‘rq\)< M

iy % : 1eft to right then ri ht ta*Téft. When»thawfabnicdﬁ
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s woven it is soaked in water, the threads unwind
"\ e e e XN
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and " and ﬁévei}ike appeanange,:ﬁsult§, The f;rst

a3
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record of this is in 1158, when it is mentioned as
forming part of the clothing worn by an ambassador
to Japan on the day of the festival in the Iwashi-
midzu temple, Its manufacture was practically dis-
continued &uring the period of wars but was revived
by the Chinese weavers at Sakal and patronized by
Hideyoshi., A large quantity of Chirimen, be$tk strip-
ed and figure&, was made at the end of the sevens

*

teenth century. Crepe has received much attention

from the dyeYand his artist---the stencil cutter,
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