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ntmo,&wwi/texw[dzxtbomm/&%andtﬁ;elde 40 mw‘lved“‘nbm
divonced when he vas stildd young, his mother marrying anothen lmnkefz. nutaro '
{alﬁenuwaandpuaﬁed/zmmﬁzl/zeiexﬂle business. as there was no

hope of inheriting the banking business [rom his stepfather, he decided 702
go {0 the wnse to fanthex bin study mo ne about teextiless having come with
no knowledge of the schood systems here nand not that much in the wgy of money,
he won jound himsel{ working at the o it was outside uvnR, gandening,
and nutaro smmanaged. Zo work up into a highen position,only %o be cw | legly
pushed out of a'/bb by t.e posses nelatives from japarwalking back Zo san
{ncisco, nutaro decided to iny his hand at the flower growing business and 4
bought some land nean the domoto nunsery. he 'd set up his p cut plants outside .

the greento se wmdx on go to san francisco to tny andsell as much as he could O s

uhen it seemed as if his business was fairly stable, he wento back Zo japan

Zo bring home the woman who his mother had been wooing fon him. unfortunately,
thein shipds passed midocean . and whoex he arrived in japan only #o learn tha
his wife was already in ca,&,fonn/.a/ this was in 1922, the Linsd chitd-wrr-born
LoctQdx the second Mé‘w/%%n in 1915 growing up was spent in ashland,

a non-existant place now, and on s0fo road, uhere the family nursery still is.
a,dt/ze/u.ddun/z/eedonﬂte,fwm, just as the children inth domoto family did.
becautb®® depn.&wwn my mother had to defer going o codlege for tuv years
she helped take cane of the foun littlen ones, cleaning the house, and doing
the sewing fon the {anulzj. the WW Yt the
,&mz,—m[/ bought ontine. bachan uvnked ot the nurseny all of ihe Lime,
dxxngxilmx keeping up the small {lowen 6M4neﬁv%.ai é/wught in the Little

bit of pin money the family had.

in 1934 mom wento off #o codlege, commuting for awhile and then living in

a japanese home. she had a job in the decorative arts department, in hen field,
from the noyoas, a pwgram that roosevelt had set up for students. aften wonking
i/wug/lz‘/bwp/wa;eci,/wtwyea/w ew/tuedaoal&adqz.ma,fewwwwu
ol Lt iRt the ark sabeion B ,?2% Bt combs out of ebt-Bhi
PhiTRYy" tho gh is the incredible scancity of money, money which just covered
the essentials.

my parenis were marnied just befone the notice fon ebtion cume out. neithen

of them seemed to think that W@mwmwvm Japanese
w id be ut in camps, altho gh, hkanetaro domoto a;panenitly iried o dmpres.s
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on them the ,fact that Japan. was now t/te _enemy " “Imd’t/lai ifle‘;{t/te ,ﬁalruly/ %A
arxctie going o be donsiiladnl on thet s )y ru..det. kids coudd undersitand
‘he possibility of their pa ents being considened. i xpies "enemies” but the v
«mendican-ness seecmed obviows 1o them. vhen the mwixtx n.eloca,twn notices wene

pud up, thene was shock, but immediately, items mer[zfx.‘z‘z% J%_Y; %ld‘_q,l,(, ey

vas being mude ready fon the relocation. ;*A 2

my parenits and al. o,fmg,&d/ze/LA{hlmlyumefxdmtﬁemmcedwemblu
centerand then wene moved %0 granadas camp in amache coloaadv. ed!, 6reved
by y most of my /wlai:l.ve/J Zhe neasors’fon ihe Y ”ume ;:75
‘hdt the (upite ,{a/zme/w in thé arnea wut%t/le\ W 4/ze paiz se /uzd made
“ an&{)u.wt{ula/t the assembly center my mom kwhptaught a course in
but by the time they qo #v the comp, she had a child tvo take
care of and no loru;e/z. ahd the time Zo Zeach. myclwixwx she and my aunt wak
kept my grandfathen kanetaro company. my fathen wonked in zhe eng,l.nee/u.ng
olfice and helped out with some of the dandscaping that was done. ,\/t/z. 2w made
the best of the situation, as dvost of the people did, but they did leave ithe
camps as goon as they could. daddy went all over the co.uniny, tinding out whayr &1
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and even ed u' in new rochelde Moy it

was o(xme enough 40 n.y. s0 //za,t t/z.e %m%e,’éll_% athe ua. ’t‘ 200 Aorg.
and and the neighborhood was {riendlyd no questions were adked about where
the fanidy came from and why they wene moving in. in spite of this, my mothen
atopped speaking japanese the minute she lelt the camps

my grandfather died in camp, 40 there was no reason %o atay in camp fon
my aunt wakR, who had ta/emoniﬁeﬁmubx.lufd/o,ftakm care of him. she an

& {2t

my aunt W(WLLVQ(#M oun meé&é&} decded 2o iny
out bostons 2 ey didn'txe have any particulardy "bad" experiences, but #here

wis such a fean built up in them whamt % at they oo would be attacked like
eople out on the west wast had be?}r.“q,dtm a short stay, yri was married

nd went doun to nr o live anduxzsz,t/bade/to ca,b./b/uuam/wpedo{
om’n,(eteig hen education.




the domoto's were one of the ea lien ;apanue settlerns /.nf/ze/ L’aA).} Km%%zq
domoto (7 my gran![athe ) and his elden brother la/vnoa/u.n.d'

deft thein hoiie in w({/aa}ama ken and sailed for seattle in A884. takonoshin was
apparently a small, weh Zype of man and wanted to leave the country befonre
he would be rxblesbagotaxx wamx drafted and examined, becawse ihe chances
of his being nejected from the army were good. such a humiliation, imagine a
Larmen's boy being unfit!, was o be awided Ly sgiling fon the new lund.
kanetaro on #ie other hand, WaA/t/wngyawzgmano{ /8 and had decided o
deave with hi bort er boqg;ug,a,[ /M‘me of 2. the Zuwo men
wonked their way doun from sedittle o san franciseo, fina ly ariving % ene
dn october. thé |tme managed to land jobs worki g in a hotel, the deden
b/zoi/zen signing a kmxbex ten yean contract and the yunger working ondy until
ke cduld ,ﬁum{ some_sont-of ardening vork2o-dogardening wrk 2o do. bne of
/uz,(,u.a«tjuba was wonrking at sutro park, near the sutro bath areas ~from

iwgww&eaa/ﬂmﬁy—bm’ihu/uﬂdoﬁwakamiedkmetmomd

erbamll.y it warr decided that he would trny wil find dand ind begin working
ué'u/u.le Zalonoshin would camtirxx Linish off his 10 gear contract and pay

fon I/Le dand, this agreement was reached with the understanding that eventually
Lhe baa would be uworking Zogehter onthe nurseny. as it turnned out tough,
Lakonoshin becume involved in the inport-export kmsimmss and set up his oun
businesas.

by 1900, anetaro's nursery was established and he decided o go back v
japan and. find a wife. he and his spouse teru monita netunne! o the ws and
had tiein firat child,Zoichi in 1902, % e nunsery was now on 55%h ave in oakland
but wamoved over o  east oakland %o a place that is now called arroya seco
panke here is where my fathe kaneji was born and uhene he grew up. it
must have been quite a huge place as it was at one ti e called the da gest nang
of gnreen housemes! of the missippl. my grandfather kanetaro was very
innovative. he introduced the chrystemm for commercial cultivation, —and
brought into the manket gardenias, azaleas and varieties of came lias and
inee peonies.glandfather wasxxwspamst roW working with his ywunger brother
{omonoshin, the latter being responsible for the selling part of he ope/w,tw7
Lomonodlin  staying at the market and selling the {flowers that kanetamro
vas growing. the eldex brothen takonoshin was stidd J.'n.vo.l_ve@? e
ohipping 6u4mu4, importi. _g,_manda/u.n onnges e ,og,m.e/z‘/uun the whole
family was maie to wonrk on the nurseny, along wd/l 901.119 t ‘acjt!nol. my father

xememivers stutes that [(there was a dot of prejudice and even o my Zime.in
public schoods we hadizt ",
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he atiributes ihe fact tha! they wenen't ireated as badly as the blucks were 4o
the idea that theypamxe the japaness were excellent scholdars. ,

the edden baothen Zakohoshin waa atidlinvolved in 1 ¢ shipping busineas,
dmpording manda in onfnges, and expont.ing pyrethrum plants. he was acquining
a bid of wealth and could send off all /iy children #o the ewst cousé o
pnep schoods and private couegea. ( Qlja/z.eju‘ly his wite also wated L prevent
the children from experiencing the nracism existing during ithat itime). hanetaro
also sent his wix oddedt children 2o private achoodsg in califonnic, poasibdy
in atlempts 2o keept up with his oldder brother. wix at the time of ‘he depressiion.
ifmmi/ueedaugﬁtw/wdguneﬂmo@miﬂa wllege and a daughter and
my father were enrodled at stanford. the crash 6lwu¢. about a numben of c/zange
in the domoo ,falrulg. fon one, xke my aunt wak and mg,&u‘ﬁefl. werne tuken out

o,fadwolm/le,(pouf_a,tifaenwmyxandtake care ofxthexymmmperxaxxxx the ho
house. gramalumxaiesuinxt9.29 secondly, it was learned that + e broithen Zuking
care of he selling aspect of the business h.d managed o run up quite a Lew
debis, which plunged the family into an economic condition that was worse that

uhod Shedepnesoion had lgought won thom semctumenbtioon. top of 4y, yuardna
died in 1929, 40 the family moved wbafxto , 20 pay off the debi
that had accumulated wl . dand had been puwrchased for toichi o set up his
nu/wem‘// as the eldest sone he would cary o1 the #radition) and much of
he Lime during the thidties was spent develpping thet nursenys my fathen
ana'toic/z,LAeiupz‘/ze/Jame/dnﬂo,faangmzefdi/uz,tif:.e,i/z,fa,é/'ze/zwxdwlde
had started- % at of one being at the market and the othen managing the
nurserys an interesting thing abou,tf/zwxje/tupum 2hat whide my uncle vas
much ne pected at the market, myﬂztﬁenﬁzdaﬁmdﬂmemmrw:gt/tenwe/z{/
because mary of the older isse lw/l/eutg, there didn't wawt to Zake any ondens
trom the second son of the landounens

the fall of 1937 my father wente kmxkxta Xoxserkwley back to schoold,
2 berkeley o study dichitecture. he helped put in the japanese carden wi the
s fo wordds fain U 1939 and later went with e same roupd o inatadl ihe
Fapan se garden in Hushing meadows in Nyss he stayed out on £ e east coast
working fon an dandascaped architectuntil the snping of 1939 uhen he went 1o
wisconain 2o become an apprentice under fdws afier about « year of work
2 ene he went back o haywand, gust dn time 4o get maunied and be evacuated.
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