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CAt Tule Lake -

. The rainbow comes once more
------ Te areh the clearing bluse,
Bending above this new
-City: -and -there belors-
Fle lies the verdant moor.
* -0f -rakte~bad bathed with dew,
*And barracks stand in View
" On right side of this tof.

" *With out*stretched hands I cry
- 'For joy that blocms in seven
Rich colors in a bow.
It holde me rapt, and oh;
My heart l=2aps to the Heaven,
"I alniogt ‘Peach the skyt

Ken Yasuda



: “Yoreword

he first anniversary of Tule Lake Project marks another
milestone in the lives cf 15,000 Japanese evacuees. It

"also marks the beginning of a new life for thousands of
loyal Japanese—Americans. Some will assume a completely new
role in the olive drab uniforins of smerican soldiers. Others
will emerge out of their physical confinements of sentry
towers and fences, out of the self-imposed darlmess of doubt
and fear in¥c @ new world f£o face new responsibilities with
new determination. By new responsibilities is meant the ac-
ceptance of obligations and trlals bornu of all eitizens in
any democratic community.

The book attempts to symbolize the earnestness of the War
Relocation Autnority, which is in no way responsible for the
evacuation, in permanently resettling individual Japanese
evacuces Into normal American ccmmunity as rapidly as pos-
sible. 1ational Director Dillon S. Myer eand staff have un—
jertaken a gigantic social problem for which there is no
precedent in Amsrican history.

Legeunts  of the progress and adventure of the first year
cannot posulblyxe:recorded exhaustively in this little bock.
To do so would require volumes of research work. ‘hat 1s
attempted--more or less--is a general picture of the lives
of the Japanese evacuses, the description of their temporary
home, the glimpse of their social and economic-backgrounds
and how they think and feel.

wiith the realization that this gathurlng is not so mueh a
complete summary as a living record of the evacuees, it is
noped that the collsction will move all jmerican readers
closer to the probleims of Japanese-Americans. .

In preparation of this bock, the editor has had the ad-
vantage of the guidance of Dr. Ysmato Ichihashi, formsr pro-
fegsor of" Jepancsa government aund history at Stanford Uni-
versity and author of "Japanese in the United States,'" and

m:. John D. Cook, Tule Lake Project reports officer.
-The Editor



THE BUTTE: -

TULE LAKE 1942

How comes the sun with distance~piercing days
Rovealing for the earth of folded past,
Reminding kin to kin of common birth,

Of fires endured, of dusty rains consumed. :
Bencath these hills lie countless memoriess,

¢f mountains born in flames, their watery graves;
‘ingulfing death, and ever-creeping life;

The terrored days of our white sisterfs birth,
Vho now serene and quiet with her veil, |

-Was born a black and wanton hellion cone .
Spewing her thickened blood of liguid stone

0f silent watching broeds of cliffs and buties;:
0f blackened skies and yellow lightning's blows,
Recoiling ¢ arth, the dendly hail of rocks;

Of sceing far the hords of dring deo

Sunk in a s=2a of flcsh-consuming iumus.'

Now to our quict land so riech with pain, :

How to.our laps great nordss of black-haired men
ficeh doy at dovm arrive with waving arms,

Thcir carthly stores beund up in vage and crates,
Fleccing some god to find a refuge here

3ewond the curve of carth, vhat ranss has burst?
Gii cruwmpl.ed smoking plains, what thousands perished?

"‘so I{-
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Introduction
N ' ) l =

The - book presents a series of articles written
by young authors; they touch upon. various-aspects
of the evacuee 1life as experienced by the nisei
during the past year. The articles are deéz;fg:
tive, historical, sociologiccl, reflsetive, im—
pressionistic and even flippant, and thus, because
of their ncture, they may, appear somewhat disjoint-
ed. DNovertheless, they, s o whole, vividly por-
tray  and roveal +the nisci minds as affected by
what hos happened to them since the outbreak «f
war. The writers speak simply and sincerely thet
‘which +they hcve felt and thought, ond of the new
environments in whieh they hzove been forced to
live. To them it hzs been a droma, indsed, an in-
tense one, %that bhas involved some 110,000 human
gsouls; the dromc has embodied mony comedies and
trogediss. How these comedies and tragedies
strike the wuninitiated cen only be surmised, but
to thosc who haove cetually perticipated in them,
they are apt to stick for a long time. Ultimate-
ly, however, it is hoped that the more intelligent

- and courugeous, at least, will emerge philosophi-
czlly vietorious.

At the same tims, ony human dramz, ond, in par-
ticular, a trcgic one, whether flecting and limit-
ed 1in scope or not, should not escepe the serious
attention of the thinking publie sines it too is
involved cwven if indirectly. After all, unless
the public is willing to rectify mistzkcs (commit-
ted by waom do:s not matter), and then to help in
restoring to a normal 1ifo, these unfortunate eva-
‘euecs and more asnecinlly those of tha youang gen-
eration, this so huwaain a problem wili likely breced
vet another far more tragic one tl:at might drive
them into a philosophy of despeir. This must be
avoidzd.

. This writer 1is an old mar and a long resident
“"in the United States, whose mature years wers. de-
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voted to tsacking of samericuan youths with the
dream that their cultural life be rendered richer.
Life 1is a sericus business, ond it should not be
shattered by transitory misfortunes. It must go
on. Thirking men and women should read the arti-
cles in order tc learn from them and to penstrate
into +the minds of their authors. Then they will
understand the nature of their nroblems. Vith a
necessary knowledge, they can help intelligently
in selving them. If necessary, these few words
mey - be interpreted as an appecl from a man who is
not entirely ignoraut of american, and Japzn28 e
"as 'well as their idenls, to those copcoble of view-
ing youth problems sypathetically and striving
for the genercl betterment of life.

' Yum.te Iehihashi
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