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DEMOCRALY,

t' one of the U. S. Army cuamps wny dowm south in ississipni,
A\squods of ‘men marched ruoub the purle grounds waiile drill
rgeznts  barked out orders, "sguads left, squads right .

"Cut on the firing range the ghorn stacento of the mochine un
fire was mingled with the "boca-boomh cf o mortur gun. Jeeps
Gashea modly nround. : '
. Jat's so unususl sbout a scene like this you wmzy =sk. Ittt s
‘an usucl cetivity in ony army camp.

Yes, true, but this is Cump Shelby, the only camp in the ecoun-
trir Cdesignated by the Urited States “or Dipartient us the train-
ing ground for +the special Japinese Combat Unit. And the men
here, sbtout 4,000 cof ther who hnd volurbo :ra2d for thEis unit, which
vog crected by tus Tar Deporbrent is Fvb:u Ly 1747, zre Awericans

of Jnpznsse Ancestry undarazeing ittansive traircing tc fight iuss-
oliri, Hitler or Tojc whinev.r or wharev:ir orierad. Cvir a
tnouz=ng 3 Teeruitsd fre:m the ten rolocation centers.
The rest o] roup cyn: 4,000 milos awny from Hewszii.
: i2re ne Aassricir cibtizens of uui: 332 uneestry serving in

the aArmy baforc this? Jﬁy she Spe cial Cumbzt Unit?

% of thy war iz Tse
s:i  scidisrs in tihe Uniteda Staztss army.-£This
'3LuS the lorgzet peresntogs in proporticn 0 all na-—

f ﬁ or

flgur* rr,

suber, there wore approxe—e
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tionalities--E¢.) ¢ The buln of them came from the Pacifie Coast
and were serving in tiie varlqus branches of the Avmy at many of
thé camps situated along the coast. They trained side by side
with their fellow American soldiers. '

/When war came, the army did not know what attitude to take
concerning the Jypsnese Americen soldiers in their midst. If the’
nisei scliiers were sent to the Pacific Combat Area, how could
they be differentiated from the soldiers of Japan? What of the
atti tude of the Cavcasien soldiers? There vere many other puz-
zling questions. Jntll some solution to this problem could be
found, nisei soldiers tralnlng in the combat branches of the ser-
ﬁmwwcmwmw@gm non-combatant groups. A large percent-
age of them were shifted to the medical corp division. Subse-.
quently 211 nisei scldiers on the Pacific Coast were transferred
to camps in the Mid-West. Simultaneously, Ceneral DeWitt, com-
mending officer of the Western Defénse Area, proclaimed that Arit—-
erican soldiers of Japanese’ _ancostry would be ‘barred from  the
coastal area. This was done to eliminate any ToOssibility of a .
spy hazard. - The P301fic Coast was jittery with 1nva310n fe ar.
The coast was in the grip of a war Hyste“ln. LIS g .

Those wio reported to the Selective Service. Board as thelr 1n-
duktion turn came were told that the Army was-hot-mccepting nisei
inte the service =t the picsent. Many veluniteered but recei *ved
the same answer. All nisei were automatically placed in the 4-C,
aliens, and 4-F, physicelly unfit clas"lflcation.

NISEF COMBAT TEAM

- T months after the outbresk of the war, ~evacuation of all

\‘yggghesql plicns and citizena alixe, from ths ' coas stal arca,

! riwes ordcred By Geneval DeWitt. Sursgguently all were placed

in ten inlend rglocation centers.
During their confinement either in the assemuly ceutars or
later in.ths relocation centers, the nisci send hundreds of let-
ters to the Sceretary of War and cven to the Prosideat of the
United States, asking that they be allowed to serve in the Army.
Eut the answsr was “always the same, "The Wer Department does not
at the present time contemplate taking nisei into the armed for- )
cos of the couner. Pleinly the War Depnrtment had not as .yet
" formed any.dcfinite policy in rog: ~rd 10 Jopanesc-Ameri cans of
militery age.
Their loyalty questioned,

i

denicd@ cven & chznce to prove their
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loyalty, the n sei bvecame wrapped up in their sense r grisvances

and lived an apathetic iife within the confine of
The nisei jéking\v referred to their 4-C and 4-F classl ications.
But beneath their banter one could dlsnern a note of- &esentumant
and bitterness. %

In such envircnment, secretary - of War Stlmson on Janudry 28
suddenly proclaimed, "Plans hLave been completed for a nation-wide

yoluntary induction of American-born Japanese now inthe ten re-

iocstion centers end elsewhere ‘in the United States and the He-
waiian Isiands. Loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry will compose
a special unit in the United States Army. Tiis action was taken
following study by the Wer Depertment of many earnest requests by
loyal American citizems of Japanesec extiastion for the organlza-
tion of & aspecizl unit of the Army in which they could have their
share in the fight against the rztion'a snenmiss.

" "It is the inherent right of every Iaithful citizen, regard-
loss of ancesiry, to bear grms in the nation's battlie. When cb-
stacles tc the free exprossiom of {hat right are impased by cmer-
zency considerxtion, tnose barriers -hould be- resoved ag soon as
hunanly possible. ZIZoyalty to country ia a voiee thet must be -
heard, and I am glad that I au now ablc to givg active procf that
shis basic American telief is not a casualty of war.

"Steps must be taken ‘Yo detormine thome individuals in whom
the United States can place full trust and confidhnce. The gques-
tiorneire is a means to that ond."

Plainly this was an iatitial stcp in a prozran be restors the
nisel beck inté normal community life where they could share the
lot of the general ypublic. Tho questicnnairs and the Combat Thut
were the keys. But before-this could  be done, their logelty had
to bc determined first, for the governmrnf was fully aware that
there were somc “whosu tios with the Japanesc Empire were such

‘as to disqualify them for positicns of trust in this country."

Oue of the nissi's peactions to +the announcement was that of
confusicn and they failcd to see the gravity of the issus before
them.  Eaxpericnces of the past jeor rankled in their minds, - and
they hesitated; they doubted; thoy dquistioncd. §

Place eny othér group under similar experience and the reaction

would have Deen the same. For, after 2ll, the basic emotions of

human beings are all the same regerdless of racial differences.
Far sighted nisci leasders as well as the WRA Administrative
staff pcintced out the - scriousness of the issue at stake. "The




72
“whole future of the ‘nisei 1n the. United Statea is at sta}\ " they

B&id ’ L *r—l’.. i
L MYou are on the spot you mnst look forward and not backward.
- For your own sake you can't. let the bitterness and hurt, in your
‘hearts ® bllnd you to the tremendous 1m@licatlons of your refusal
to cOOperaté The' peoPle on the outside will not know your rea-
iftiey’ will simply think, "There;. that proves it:, The Zvacu-
atlon was necessary and, rights. - Those- people are’ alsloyal. Look
they ‘won't- even 301n our sons to fight for ‘democracy.™.

o MThe pedple on the out81de do ‘not Xdow of your loyalty and
therefore the,‘succass pf the government's program is of the ut-
mdst~”im§0rtance., You should be . thinkihg of your duty "to your
. eountry -rather than_the rights.which have been temporarlly sus-
- pendéed- - due to exlgencles of war. ~Estebiish your lovalty first,
: -then your rights will be that much easier to recover.”

THE ANSWER 2 i
HhéE - government patiently ua;ted for the verdlct which was to
de01de the future; of the -nisei in the United Staucs. lere
they stl_l “loyal . Sﬂltu-_of the bitter experlunces which

‘they - had - undergone or had the straln on their loyalty'been too

great? | ;

.- The Vblunteor Combat had bcen endorscd by the Presldunt of the

Unlted States. " On” February 1, he had written to the Secretary of

.;ar Stimson andors1ng the dlan and attesting to its high’ purposes

in these words; “I am glad to observe that the War Department,

the avy Department, the lar kanpowér Commission, the Uepartmeut
seof :Justice, and the lar uelocation Muthority, are collaborating
in" & program'whlch will assure the opportunity for all loyal Am-
ericans, including Americans of Japanese ancestry, to serve toeir
country at a time when the fullest and NlSuSt use of our manpower
1s‘“11-1mportant to the war effort.”

The answer came in slowly and then geined momentum as the

‘issue Dbefore the nisei became clerified. Lezdérs, who took a

long range, view of the situation plegded in behulf of the future

‘: welfere of this rdciel minority. -
At u;nldoka R“lochtlon Center, 300 volvntebrcd Thls group

represented 19 peér cent of eligible males of militery age. Al-
" though ‘the other centers did not heve as high & Tigure as Mini-
doka, Army officials e: -pressed satisfaction with the results ob-
t&ined °” i ’
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Nisei ,soldiers in training or fighting at the front and the

\volunteers are all of one opinion in their determlnatlon to dis-
"pel the doubts and suspicions about their loyalty to the country
of - their birth. They had to justify the faith placed- in tHem by
liberal minded army officials aswell as others who had worked di-
.ligently to wake this opportunity gosslble. A volunteer from the
Topaz Relocation Center wrote:

"I Thave ~volunteered because ‘it is my firm conviction that the
destiny of thie Japanese American people is hére in America.

"T am ‘as much embittered d@s any .other evacuee when I consider
now our race was .singled out to be uprooted from our homes, farms,
businesses on- the Pacifie Coast - and herded behind barbed wire
fences, even though we are American citizens and our parents are
.law-abiding pioneers who: hiave been denied cltlzenshln by the U.S.
naturalizetion laws.

"Devote - the utmost of ourselvas to thls cause, and not let
the darkness of our present situetion or our grievances prevent
‘us from proviag our worth before the eyes of the imerican publié."

Another letter from a nisei serviug as interpretecr in the Sol-
bmon Islands to his former iastructor at Canﬁ savage reflects the
‘same spirit.

"I have a good chance of not coming uut of thls alive and I
tell you that I don't mind dying but I won't stand for aayone un-
doing all of the work that you, our classmates and &ll of us are
doing." : 3 ;

When Jcpan attoccxed Hawcii,  aisei ‘members of the National
-Guaras rushed out to the field and manned mzchine gun: in defense
of the Islaads. Three menmbers of this groun recently received
recognition rrom the Lar Deﬁartﬂent. Former nisei members of the
Hawaiian Mational Guard, about 1,000 of thern are now on the m&lﬂ—
lznd training for active combat duty..

£hout 175 soldiers are serving in the.South Bacific combat
zonz acting ss interpreters, according to the racent United Press
dispatch, :

Trey and the thoussnds of others who will follow them into the
widely scattered combat zones are prodf teo the scoffers and the
doubters, who are continually tryiag to discredit the loyalty of
the nisel, that fasricraisic i4 2 metter-of the mind and hsart and
is not besed on ancestey. Hiszei ars fightiag to guin Hublic rec-
ognition of tihig fact Lu addition to fizhting the axis.’

. : --Tsuyoshi alkanura
o
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