


THE ISSEl .

‘Tne Japanese immigration to the United States is a receit one

; compa rPd to otker racizl :nd nationsl migrations to this country.

The o1 1E,J.nz:l settlers still maLe up = mejority of the ecdult popu-
laton of Juzpchese-mericans. Their youth, the period of cultur-
zl dgterminction, wis speat in Japan. Jithough they rather cuick-
ly adiusted themselves economically, became,useful and law-abid-
ing mecibers of society, they did not greatly cheage their eultur-
el pettern. Thoy r:‘.‘\.xlned their languesge, 'ﬁ'l..ll religion, their
manacrs, ond other poirts of tueir soeicl heritspc. Tais is not
uniike other immigrcat groups but boeune even icore ingrown bho-
ccuse "of certain other fuctors. The Jipuacsc culturu was mors
divergent - from %he predomincting Jestern culbtwre, wnd then logel
~na soc1ml.uiscrimiﬁ tioa on the Wess etast causud thom %o clust-
or  together “Tor mutucl aid and Tor socicl intcreoursu. Evecuo-
tion into  reloeation centors hes further aza: owcd the fmericcn
contr.ets for thuse oldor pco:lu a6 will 5du to thc diisiculty of
cultu_.gl ‘dantotion to smerican lite. - :

THE - NI e
Tho ;'-3*...}1_32-,:1“,';;-:.. sretion, the nri isei, is o product of two cul-
turzs:  bleir  honic bnekground  and  thcir Jmericia c_...vqum:;r;at'.
Jdor .the rre t nirjorit; ﬂzv - .é-.l;}l\JriC':.n culturc is ta. stronger in-
flucnec. Thoir cduecitl 01, iheir ocenpotioni.. contoets, their re-
ervetion: 211 iaeling ‘in- thet éid _utum. Jis they ‘meturs, they,.
reclizs  that o théir, choacts Tor heppincss ind success in this

-country ' o 1uc‘LLucu b the cxtent of thoir 'd;ts*ﬂcnt to it.

I-. f:ct; Ain” vﬂELI ~cuxiety to be smericca, they tend to tarow’
overbocrd some'af @he fine elements of Jupcnese culture.
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The cultural difference Retween generations naturdlly creetes
some dissension, although' the Jepensse aquelity of parcntal
loyaltj whlch hes  been instilled by home training prevents the
gep from ~becoming too wide. Live in a rclocédtion cauip has been
espnclal .y hard on the nisei from 2 cultural standpoint. It has
sharﬁened some 'of +the differences and made the conflict more
overt. Then too, they have been thrown lnto intense contact with
rore «Jepanese background when most of them were struggling to
free themselves from it. Also they liad to give up the occupations
and contacts that. were helring them to a more complete Americeni-~
zation. What is even harder to over¢o=e is the brand, "Japanese",
whiech has bveen put on them by the mass evecuation and the war
psych051s when they rightly considered themselves Americans. It
has been en important factor in turning the faces ef some away
{from Anar1ca, it has disheartened others; but to the great ma-
Jﬁrlt", after‘temporarv discouraegement, it has been a challenge
to prove tnelr reel ! erlcanlsm.

THE KIBE!

" The k1bel, Americen born Jepanese who have rcturned to Japan
for odpcg.lon, present o special cultural problen. However, their
numbers sre reletively smcll. Depending upon the number of ysars
of foreign study, they find their difficultics of cdjustment to
Amurican culturc incrocascd, and during the war they arc especicl-
ly npt to be. confuscd. Tacy ere Amcriccon citizens ond yetmey
diffcr, morc culturclly from thc nisei then the nisei do from
Ccucasicn Americans. Dise  to their ducl cultural treining, they

heve tho opportunity to mcke  ~n  outstonding contribution to the. |

Jrpconese in ~merice jand to all Americans by making possible to a
greater extent the fu91on of the cyltures.

THE PROBLEM ‘OF CULTURAL ASSIP’L@LATION
From the foregplng summery, it éan be seen th&t this question
of cultural confliet 1is not just a Jepanese problem; it is an
lmerican probler. fmerica has Tfaced similar situations many
times before. In fact, there is-no Americen culture except as a
rich blend of contribution from many lends and peoples. Ve can-
not afford to let a wer involving lmericen idesls distort wur
thinking in rega1d to the very basis upon which this country has
been built. Culturel. assimilation of the Japanese-Americans is
the job of all of us. --irthur Rgmey
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QUK FOREIGN PARENTS -
here are 'hi: terms  in Jeoponcse thet ere used to distinguish
the American- n from the Japan-born Jopenese in Americe,

Ve who were borfand recred in this country ere celled nisei,
meening sccond generdion. Though we mey not differ epprecizbly
in  our outwsrd appeerscnce, our cttitude  towerd meony things is os
differcnt as cre bleck ond white. Our pcronts, the issoi, treined
from birth in their life &t home, schbol end work, in the age
old-customs of Japan, frequently cannot understand the nisei who
were born and raised in Americs much B are other boys and girls
in -this country.

The mos% ncticeable difference is in our speeck, for the lang-
uages of Japan and smerica are so dissimilar thet fluency in both
tongues is quite uncommon; and because language is of utmost im-
sortance -in the transmissicn of ideas, the inability to use a
common language is perhaps the mDSt formidable cultural barrier
‘between the issei and nisei. Ve try to correct the nng*lsh dictim
ard gremrner Of our parents, btut 'with very poor results. Our par-
ents in turn often send us to Jepaness lunbuage schools hoplng
that the schools might succeed in giving us fluency in their lan-
guage, but most of us, despite scveral years ol achooling, ‘seldom
learn %o use Japanese. with fecility. Pcople often remerx in their
conversatlong, T czn't find words to’ express what I feel end,
think,” and this--is litorally the case.betwecn issei.end.nisd.
in 'their everydsy lifel The ermy intelligence school,.in trying* .
to . find instrictors among the nisei, lea¥néd to their surprise:’
thet few if any of them could. rahdorxxrlte the’ Jﬂpag;se 1qnguugé.,

The barriers exist not only-in lenguzge but .in. many. other cus=

. ‘toms, 'and they are only slowly remeved.- Twenty yeaks euo,ths:
'13301 considered the Americen fOrm of~ bLllroom danclﬁa a most: un-:’
desirable form of rocreation. “Imaglne young ‘pan's T enc"r—f
¢led about your deughter's walst, and in pub;lc tool" . Such comrﬂ
ments were frequently heard emong parunts. But 000451onulIV~some
of- tuc more ugrinﬂ young giggihvould sponsor & dancs, perheps

oncc on Fourth of July and cgein on New Yeer' s Evc, and these
events would be well attended by dance-loving boys and girls who
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would 433@;”35 dr‘tme l'stag , ond’ retur.n home "st::g".? ,‘Io*-:dvm:,‘

ur ev¢rx “ﬁifair" the locel J2 apanose papers would strongly re_-ﬁ
prifgand the milg.ﬂlsel in their editorials. ¢

Within ten years we saw the sons and daughters of tbese same
editors. on the dance floor ancther two yearsand we saw their-
parﬂnts on the floor._ Tl
W
GO - BETWEEN

Can't vou 1maglqe, ‘then, the issei parents dismay &t requests
from young people for simple weddings -without expensive wedding'
goqu, €laborate ‘banquets, and “go-betweens". Among Japanese
thésé things are considered indispersable to ths well conducted
wedding, end especially does tnls attltudh hold with regard to
the ‘"go~-between".
 In Japan whesx a oung lady reactes the ripe age of say “1ght-
een ulthout an.offer of narrisge, or a son is dlscovered to have
grovn as . old- as -twenty-thres without havinzg fouad a szuitable
mgte, thd worried parents ¢all in their closcst friend and asks
him 4o do -something ebout the situation. Does nz know of some
young lady or ycuth from the sams profecture 2s taerselves (and
this is quite importcat), with a similar. educational background,
without an§  ldown hereditory illnesses? OF course, the girl
should know how %0 ecolk and szw, mow her manncrs, ond show evi-
deénce of making & good mother; the young men should be respoct-
atle, have =at’ lcest enough for a dowry, and preferebly be a
little brignt. : - :
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S0 :1tn all these instructions whlch he clroady knows from
post experiencs, the go-betwssn inguires about until he mests an-
other person on the scmz mission. Crly for The opuosite sox. Now
they  compar: notes, ond if everything scems 21l right, the par-
snts are told the good n2ws. A nesting is orrsenged for the young
couplc wihere the prospectivs bride znd  groom meut for the Tirst
time, or - it skould botter bo said that thoy are present in the
sem¢ room for the first tim., for the blushing youug lady mever
raiszs her nuad cnd the beshful youns mon looks at evurything but
the object upon wacm he is o puss cporoval. Thz well-bred chil-
dren usually agres to mwrry the chcice of their parents ~nd go-
between, ond strange as it muy seem, such marriages often prove
more lhszlnb thaznour "love at first sight" type of union.
f =

NISEI' BREAK AWAY

© 4 few nissi first brolz  awey from thls old custom. ow  wWe
_hear.of courthous® marricages :nd even of elopements, «nd without

Moy eye-orow raising or fninting purents.
Tat if there are these cultursi confliets, these boarriers to
mutual underst-onding, we zlso coﬁ% to renlize that our porsnts
“#re ‘just ds bum n o5 sayon2 else, tod. that we con underst-md them
gs humen beings. 1T our purents shOu'purenthl concarn over cur
welfare, we can undorstond thot the impuise towards concarn for
us is pot differasnd fron the poreninl impulss anywhere else. If
th°“ show us’ kindanzss in littls deeds from day to day, we cin see
thet kindness is not substantizliy different from kindness aany-
wheré clse; It is on this common greund thot culturzal conflicts

are compromise’d and gradually dizapuear.

FOPR A HIGHER CULTURE

Beeause the' average of issei is mot cbout 50 to 55 years, it
will not bo *ong b foraz +the isssi generation disippears. Tke

cultural confilcts may then no longer sxist, but the significant
things of life which the 1ss zi convey to us will remuine. If there
are things which we may think stronge or wronyg in- Jipansse cul-
" furs, there is olso muech that it kas vo offsr in its caln upd
quiet Va7 Tt~ would be well for us zniszl if we might inherit
their love of beauty in 3impl: things nd lecrn their patienccee.
_If w2 should combine and temper these virtuss vrith those of our

Unerlc.n buckground, I f=el tnat o bigher cultura wopl@ gvolve.
—-Notu Noito
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"The U3t et Tl indd

ARE NISEI LOYAL TO U. S ?

:jfj ick ot random cny cross-scetion of 110,000 pcople in the
| United States. You will find men,* women, children of varying
lj kinds wnd occup:tiohs, some¢ aliwns,most citizens, the groot-
28t majority loyal, some lukz-worm, o few aetively di sloyal.
Those of Jepancse aneestry in the United States are such a group.
No onc doubts somc of them may bs passively or zetively pro-Japn-

" nése. The Justice Department has intorned 1,974 such suspectod
irdividusls for the duration, along with 1,448 Gormons snd 210
Italirms.

--But for the groups cs = whole, "the loyalty of the overwhelm-
ing majority...has not bcen scriously questionad by informed per-
sms." So stntes the Dircetor "of the Department of Justice 's
Alicn ¥nemy Control Unit. Thé Congressional Committoes investi-
goting National Defense iligraotion, hended by Repressentative John
Tolen, after hoaring all sides, corroboratss this: "7 _connot

ubt, ond everyone is zgrezd, that the majority of Iapgnus‘ cit-
1Ztns cnd clicns ar: loyal to this country.®  The War Reloention
Authorityts former dir:etor, Milten S. Eiscnhower, brother of the
Unitod lkations' command:r in Horth Africz, reports:

"I have visited with many pcople, some of -them
tochnical cxports in whom I have confidenec. I would
suy that from 80 to 85 por cunt of the nisci, who are
Amcricen-born eitizens of Japuinese desesnt and  who
havs never bocn out of the United Statcs, ars loyal
to the Unitcd States."  (Junc 15, 1942) —
Meny persens such as racc-baiting Congressmen Mergin-Dics,
L:lond Ford Lnd Jehn Rankin, or sinéur: citizens mislcd by racicl
propagandz, have question:d the loyalty of tha .mericans of Japa-
ness dbsc,nt. But against their ill-inform:d opinion is the word
of President Rooscvelt; Seerctary of Var Stimson; the War Rcoloca-
tion. Authority's prescnt dircetor, Dillion S. Myers; Jaumes C.Ba-—
‘ker, Bishop of the Methodist Church for the California Arecj
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Lieutenant G?neral Delos C. Emmons, commanding general, Hawaiian
Department, U.S8¢ Army; the editors of Time; Ray Lymac "Wilbur
chancellor of Stanford University; W. C. ("Tom") Sawyer, formeé
national vice-commander of +the American Legion; August Vollmer,
noted criminologist and professor of police administration at the
Universities of Chicazo and California; lionioe X. Deutsch, vice-
presideat end provost at University of Cslifornia; John Dewey,
philosopher; Professor Ieinhold ifiebubr of Uaion Theological Sem-

inary; Chester Rowell, distinguished San Francisce newspaperman;

Frederick J. Koster, chairmen, San Francisco Chepter of the
Red Cross. All these and many more testify to the loyalty of the
typical American~Japanese. :

A United Press dispatch "of April 23, 1943 reports thut "ac-
cording to VRA tabuletions, 95 per cent of the total Japanese-

American ponulation is loyal tc this country. A number zre vorl-

ing in war industries, ineluding two in factories making bonb
sights and others in airplenc plants. Thousands of American-Japa-
nese are serving in the armed forces; morc thouszrds =r: now be-
ing recruited, The commender of a battalion of these soldisrs
reports:: S
wTtyg never had nore wholc-hcarted, sericus-minded’
co-operetion from any troops.™
Tho-Wor Department says this is typical, and a war Department
stetcment adés: Americans of Japenese blood...cre wented bucause
the sovernment and the ermy are convinced of their loyalty." Onc
hunareé seventy-five are alrecdy on spceial missions in the South
Pacific, meinly as interpreters. Others arc fighting in that
erea, in infentry compenies in North Africa, or benind the gus
of boibing vlanss. Threc have beén decorated. (These figures are
as April 22, 1943.)° '

EFEECT OF EVACUATION BN NISEI

— ust how loynl ere thc nisei, is, T suspeet, an-interrogation

vhich has long bheen in your minds. Tue  to the unpardonckle

'\_J dceds commibted by a few of tho nigei the #ood zeputction of

the niscl hes been somcwhot stigmotized. Taus, it is quite essy

o discern why the integrity and the feitnfulaess of the niseli s
o whole hove been questioned.

Just whet per cent of the nisei crc loyel and what per cent
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are disloyal is a question which I'can rot accurately answer.

Howrever, I am fully convinced that the vast majority-ofthe nimsei
ave stavnch fmericans, steadfastly and unmistakably loyal to
this nation which has given them and their parents so much. You
may inquire--what -a.out the other nisei--those who are disloyel?
T would answer that gquestion in this way. It is, undeniably,
true that as the result of this war a zreat change does Bxist in
tHe hearts of 4 number of nisei. That a number of nisei have
lost Taith in America is, also, true. It would be wronz to as-
sume, however, that these nisei became disloyal because they were
in sympstzy with the Japanese scheme _of worid conguest; or vhai
these nisei have given their allegiance to the land of their an-

estors instesd of  to ‘the country of toeir birth. It would be
'folly for me to assume . that hidden in the deep rccesses oi the
hoarss of those who have lost fzith in democracy were sceds of
Inti-Aimericanism that nceded ' only the element of war for the
‘sceds to blossom. No, the war was not the stimulus which prompt-
ed meny of the nisei to losc their faith, if not permansntly, at
least, temnorarlly in the goodness of American way of living, and
in democracy. No, the war was not responsiblic for the chango of
hcarts, for the loss of faith and lOVu of ‘country. Ho, the stim-
ulus was the evacuation.

Tt was the evacuetion which ungustly herdcd the nisei into
camps without trial ‘and without Jjusticc that prometed many to
questian ~whether this sort of thing was actually democracy in
action. It was the strange likcness to the Nazi technique that
made many wonder whither gogﬁh democracy. The evacuation was &
cruel, mzlevolent thing, utterly unnecessary. In -its wake of
seoporiic ruin, the evceustion comuitted the very dzstardly crimo
of changing many ioyel, good Americans into apathekic, bitvter,
gucstionzble fmericcns. It would be well to remember that the
thing which couscd mery to become disloyal was :not. ths inncte
predilection for Nipponism, for -there--is no ‘such predilection
existing among the nisei. The ccuse was the evacuction.

I, honestly, belicve thet thesc weyward children of imerica
can bc brought boek to the fold agein. I feel that you czn do
-much . in tho rostoration of the faith of these, THE DISILLUSIONED,
‘by redceming that. which vas lost through thc evdcuation. It ean
be done throush kindness, goof-1ill, absence of racial discrimina-
tion, snd the perfecting of uemocracy'tdﬂsee the real demociacy

practiced. . --Frank Hijikata
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This is a yecr's retrospect of my lifs in this.relocctipn cen-
ter. It may be a nasrration common t0 t&pical nisei-off-the-
street; a brief sketech of how hereccted to the incredible.new
environment on the barren, dusb-ccked enclosure with thousands
of slant-eyed rmericens like himself. L

I vms born ir Szeramento, Colifornia 23 yecrs ggo. iy father
is o Jroponese immigrent who worksd in the fruit orchards as a
farm laborer. I was sent to school with Chinese kids, Negro kids,
Portuzuese Kkids, blonde kids and kids of 2ll colors and nation-
~clities. .is "I grew older I became conscious of my race and my
social contdet bacame mors ard mors confincd with pecple of my
owWn racce . '

lﬁ{ tather scroped enough .money to send me to University of
California. There, my future outlock was o dilemmas I.changed ny
course frequemtly +to fit the narrow pattern of niscit's economic
status. ' ' '

Evocuation came as a relicf to my post-graduate worries, but
itz offect was. a death-bluw to ary aspiration I may have had.
I'm lookirg chead to rescttlement with o rniixed feeling of hope
and doubt. ¢
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I NOV. 25,1941  MIDNIGHT COFFEE

It was my turn to-cook tonight. We're having humburger zlmost
gvery other night and the guys in tke dorm arz stcrting to xlck.
Feeding five. hungry ccllage \
boys 1is not an easy task.
They eat’ like bears and
fuss like mules.

Yesterday Mrs. HMiller
paid me 2 dollar for clean-
ing her basement, and I fi-
gured on going to Carpus
Theat2r to see u piecture,
‘but Sumio's brother, .l-
‘bert, ecam:s up from Sazcra-
‘mentc to visit us for the
weekend. We made some cof-
fee and "bull sessiored"
till ore. 41  said he was
still workiag in the coun-~
try prunicg grapes. It's
-a pity, a brilliant gradu-
-atasin enginesring liks
hiig couldu't get a decent
.job simply becuuse he is

"J‘ ke II

I went to bed wondering
what T w-s doing ir col-
1l:ge. Maybe it w.s becauss
I didn't have anythimg to
do after high school. But
scmecne said collsge wos a
sound investment.

DEC.3,1942 “HASHING”

Lnlver51tj's Burecu of Cecupation called me up and msked ne if
I vanteé to "hash® ¢t ¢ Phi Gumia banguet pdrty tonight. The fra-
ternity was inv1t1nb a n81bhbor1nr serority over., They were wil-
_llu" te pay me 5C ecits an hour - rlus dinner und cerfsrc. I pced—
Bd the money badly, so I took the Job. -ihy is my father 50 late
with my monthly allowences? (Uh well, I can't csk too much of
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him. I feel 1like a parasite 11. n
tl_le mpareions flel Ry vl g Of‘f the money ha sv«eated on
. Gad, the Dbangpet was swankl “The - cdeds came with their boy
friends in breeth- axlng gvening ‘govns, perfumlngthe‘whole place.
We served the entree 1n ‘a dlmly lighted dining halil and they ate
luxnrlously. i
ifver the’ dlnner, they rstired to the living room wilere they
smoked, . sang and danced to sentimental recordlngs.' Few couplas
lingered 1in ﬁhe gorden. I - dropped in intermittently -to serve
drinks. The "girls were tall, slim and extremely beautifil. - In
the ’ kitchﬁﬂ,\ plenty - of untouched end pnrfnctly good -foods ware
dumped iatd. * the|garbegé and thrown away.' I teck-a place of pie
and some slices of roast’ bSefhome-to” the gang. - - -
Gee, _I wish I was norn a "hakujln and bble to 1179 1n a frqh

ternity. = . : 3 LR Y .
DEC. &,1941 - wiMLDﬁTERPt;C
¥id~-term ' is coming‘next'weak. I'm cramming: l1heuhuckAnna=to—
pight I sat up late reviewing my notes. | I shouldn?t have left
everythlng up” ‘to’ the 1ust minute. I'll rob nly flnnk.my-poly
sci.
Thé student club 1is puttlng,on a dunc
mid-term, but where in the neck can I get date? Roetio of nissi
coeds to mer is slmost 5 to 1 on the campt y and even the homeli-
'est girl con be chooacy s to whom she goes out with. "I like to
usk vuri but most ‘likely every Tom, Dic 2nd @ierry have asked
her. Shets plenty good-locking., I saw he thie afternoon et the
Bancroft book store. ‘She stoppsd, smilsd and said,"hello%, I
felt good 2ll dey. : : S

DEC. 7,941 ~ SUNDAY
. I had intendsd to goto the library and study for the mid=-term.
Vhile prepering an carly ilunch of rice and scusages, Hiro tore in-
to the kitchen ond unceremoniously onnounced that Jezpanese planes
were bombing Fonolulu. = ; “ . o
W 'hat are you trying to dec, scare us?" |asked Kiyoshi ¥Mano who
munched his- sandwich complecently. R T
<w forget it,;" scid Jesse, "radio must hove been misinformad.
It could have been soms sort of target practice. -¥outve hacrd

of the army dropping bombs into volecanos." .
Rodio literally kept om humming all afternoon on the latest

1'\

‘.‘- .
L I

VIEW :j.:

w=ek fol?ow1ng the
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report from hewaii. 2

I atajcd home all day unable tJ study, to thlnk clearlj as to
wnat heppened. My -mind-is in g étate of total confusion. What

about my future plans? What's. to pecome of us? .

JAN. 3 1941 THE LABC‘R CAMP

Eveqts have been moving so ranﬂuly, my mind is nopeleasly mua—
dled. It wss hard to - tear myself avey from ‘the sheltered clois-
ter of berkeley hills when tae fajl‘semqster ended. But I nad to
jdin my father here in a labor barp on the San Jopquin river del-’
ta to learan enough woney at lezist for my tuition. With circus

-stance as ‘it is, I don't .know wh ther I should go back to school.
The future is horbibly\yiacked jout and I cannot flnu my per-'
spective.

. The cclory packing shedvhcre|we comnuxa evaryday is too da;np
to suit me and I have caught a £old which I haven't bees able to

rid for a wesk., T feel mlsvrabl physically cs welli as nﬁntally.-

news commentetor over the rudiq is oxcitedly “reporting the ce=
counts of the swift drive of thg Japancse wrr mechices fown t he
Philippine grchipslaego. Also iistening intently to the rodio of
the vicious onslaught of their!nutive counyry -erc gome Filivino
lzohorers 1y1n3 in- their 1nd1vfdual bunks under the same roof.
“hey arecqguist but cursing undek theii brecth. ;

Ths lzbor crew here consists| equclly. of Japencse znd fillQL(Oq
aqg,jy cousln'".”lfe is- dclng!tuc. cooiring. There hove been no
outburst of . physical or verbal] violencc _althouzh & feir Joponese
vesidents in" nearby Stockton. vere slain by _ hysteria intozxicated
Filipinos. . Japanese store wiindows were smacshed efter dark. I

. Ye have been at war with 3apnn for a whole month now and a

.

N

-.’

don't think +there wili be any trouble heie 'cause the Japangse. -

‘and the Filipino foremen rave maﬁeAan understanding to discourage
any discussicn of the wer. . | e

“The other night, a Filipinb, whom I navg worked with before,
tool: me in%c Stocktorn end tr ea*ed me to a rovie at’ 1"o::r. California,.

After a supper of chow mein,]de returnzé tc camp. le refralﬁﬁgfv

fron any seriocus conversation. e
_ Letters-to-the-Editors in many of the . COEut newspapers are -
advocating that ali Ianénesm in this ccuntry should te "gteril-

ized" or "thro'rm intc the sei." Thesc intolerant outbursts meke..-

me vonder. if the American yebulu are losing th01r scnscagﬁ,ﬂgir—
play end human deccacy. ‘ :

i
]
i
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nT told you so! 014 man Xewashimaleered | st me; baring his
ugly yellow teeth. The weaseled o0ld issei Wwiped his pose with
his hand and brushed it on "~ his only khaki trousers which he wore
invariably even in town. ‘ ; e

"You nisei are.& weak spineless buach,™ he chided. "You boast’
abb>ut your citizenship, .your rights and lcyalty but look vhat
hajpens. The government is geing to throw [you invo internment
canaps with the rest of us like sheep and cattles, and yon still
tal: about faith in American democrzcy. Why |[do you keep on kid-
ding yourself?" .

I wanted to tell tke 0ld fossil to go lay & brick egg, but I
sullted away with my soul half-crying, Alf-ﬂeeprg bcCiuSBI
wanted so ' much to keep faith. I see no log‘c in naving to sur-
render my freedom; in a country which I sincerely believe tobe
fighting for the same frcedom. What are we nisei so helpless?

“___—-—--
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MART30,1942 CURFEW

This curfew business is terrible. I can't go to shows. 'I
.can't go +to dances. I can't go anywhere, not even to next door

\
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to play, bri .
To top , alr raid practice is geing on zlmost evary zight.

I've draped all the vindows and 2m studying by the feeble light
of candles. Curfew wnrevents me Jrom going to thne library at
night. - o

APR.3,1942 FOR A BETTER WORLD

The weary climes of thp Camhanl e hes bonged out its final
notes and the Berkeley hills are quiet and dark beneazth a star-
less sky. I am sitting at mny. uesd trying to crasp the confusion

that- zesthes in my mind like a n1vltLare...- -

What has the future in store ior me Jhat is camp life going
to be like?

Tae letter I wroto to The Daily Cali Iorn;an, $0 Ly surprise,
cam¢ out in vold print with a box. It was-a little note I wrote
durinz lunch hour. Mrs. Snock (Wﬂﬂd I ‘befriended end rausined &

&2
is

d
this

' stuvnch friend during my college yeers) said t het all the Cauce-

gisn emﬁloyees of  the University were toucbod when thay read it.
It moved herr especially beceuse shic lkiew mo dergeseliy. There

.were tears in hoy eyes., I didn't thnu e 11t le note Iike thet

would hava.that muck effect. I wrote:

"Fellow falifornians: It is' ouly a matter ofi,
days, thet we will be asked to leaﬁd"our statékg
school.

"I4's difficult to describe the affGCbiur that wells %ithin us
ac the .thoughi of leavinz the Univers 1tr surzes upon us. e don't
vaut toleave it. Tei, ws n.ow that in ver-time, sacrifices will
nave o be made of everyone...sderifices of things we love dearly.

"Tolerance, justice ané fair-play are ot mere words. We have
felt tlheir wermness nerc cn thaj;campu gven after they have been
blinded by hatred and distrust. elseuhere. We are firm in the
ceaviction that dzmocracy is not dcad.

Mie lcw  thail & bevter world, 8 Letter understaiding among
people will be recrezated from thc prese“t confuslon by such peo~
nle as e ret on thu. canpus.

"In the years to cuine, We want: to core tack and be ableto sey
with pride: "Thiz iz Celifo.aia, ou v echool, our Lo.olv

our hnme our

]

MAY 16,1942  WALERGA

Walerga hssewbly Ccater is srected on'z cow pesturc, a stone
throw from the outskirte o ilhe .eity oy Sacramcnto. At night, I
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love to watch the city lights illuminate the ékry pals yellow. .

Although comp facilities are crude, we ar‘ provided with only
the. barest essentials, but ghe Ploce is better thow I expected it
would be. The treatment is humine and I belizve the ¥CCA men are
trying to moke us as comfortable as possible. T hate to be in
thair shoes. '

I'm maybe so impressed beeuuse I'm accustomed to living in
filthy comps while working in the fruit orchords. But it sickans
me inside to watch womern ond children standing in line at the
mess heolls with the wind and the dust blowing|in thair fnaces,

Th. kids are having o jittorbus session acxt docr and the
tirs barruck is vibrating with th: ncisc. ; )

.I'm having lots of fun ruunning th: ecomp?s mimzographed news
shest, "ialergo Tiasp", with the assistance of [Toko Fujii and Liary
Hosoxavine Tokxo is coviring sporbs :nd linry |doos oll the typing
on nmy "portablet. ;

JUNE 21,1542 MOVING AGAIN

T've boen here in falerg. for less than a gonth, but I puck-
ing up wy worldly posizssions HC wmovs ogoin. | Ifa Jeetiiag tired
of pocking and repaexing. I heps they?ll puf us in 2 place ub
least semi-pormonent.  ITf1L give me o seasc of self=posg:ssion.

I hear Tule Loke ie o barren doescrt and I wondsr how long I
could bear living on a »luie. like that. iy mind is numd towards
any long rongs pions of the futurs. My only | prssont concera is
my bodily comfort.

JUNE 26,1942 SECTIONALISM
ihen I fir.t walked into Th: Disputeh offjice wurly this weesk
t0 inguir. abuut job, the roception wis thnt of psoaceful hos-
tility. I fult the ieiness of seetionnlisi born. -.gainst e sim-
Ply weuse I ron the "illerga Vasp" bock in|Sueramento.  FRGb
actually provok:d aatzg@ism was the mistuxe I made in writing a
lztter to, Fronk Tanabe, present oditor oi The Disputch, asking if
-the  "Wasp" men béing romoved to Tule Loke chéwd of me could be
Ziven o chance on vhse pupsr.
The "DisputchersY, wholly nisei from Jregon and Yashington,
miscd%ﬁtruud it as owr intonticn to taks over the paper. )
I finally get o job as a feature cditor today through the ef~ |
fort of Earry Linysde, 4sst. dirccter of Rscrection d:partment.
! Bzforc I c-m: here, I had the pre-conceived notion that nor-

@
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thern nisei  would be "sncoty" ond condsscending. Stanley, who
wias  transfarred corlisr, wrote to me-that girls weat to drnces
with high ucels. ‘He udded  that he was hoving éifficulty getting
clong with taem. = - ' : .

Th: whole pictur: is toe gensralized. Ths northerners ragord
us o3 rovwdy wcd ili-aennered. Becouse we were tanned bronze un=
dér tat noiced sun in the  asscawbly eeénters, weé nre colled "Coli-
forniz niggers®.: - I cun readily recognize 4 northern girl by her
pole vmite complozion. It wsecms cponrent that they'rs geperally
sure” foucricraized bieouse they did not live in  cougregations of
Japoness culonius back hosic. h o

¥nat I roszont most is thot  they eame here first sond got all
the good Jjobs. Dut I iscl thot oe long zs 2ll of us are going to
live here together thore shoeuld bs no roca for petty differences,

JULY 12,1942 NEW SIGNIFICANCE
I hnve olusys becn indiffersat towerds religion, in {act,skep~
tiecl. Mhon I was in town, I hed copceived chureh  as 2'soeld
center for oxchongos of current »xossipgs - - '
Rolirion gainzd o new significeres ip my 1ifs; o brightsr out-
look-intc ths futurs. i SR p
Tlhis morning, hoving nothing bettor to do, I docided tc ottond
a servies ecnducte@ in one of the ompty Yarrseks. Thers woren'i
enouzn o2nch:s to sccomaodate avorvope; fom2 brcught thaig_ own
folding ck-irs, =a2rd som2 breught oupty erates. I steed in the
tack lonning ofninst th: well listening to Rav. Tonnbele Serincn.
There weren't the cuspomery fiowirs and this 2laborats  citore
The ministor steod with & bible in his h-nd before o group of
crrnust voung fuces  and presentad his scrhon eleoguently from the

heart. Tre simplicity of it 21l reminded me of = story I once
rzad of foerlorn trovelers knosl ing cnd preying in tho wildsrness.
I 21t God very clost: to aw. : .

AUG.25,1942  DUSTSTORM - .

Todrny is no day for anyone to be oubsids. The sky is bledk
nd ecvircast. The wind is rolentlassly blowing cnd churning up
the loost ground =nd no nook or crevics is impune to the ubiqui-
tous dust. _ g4

I cam: home from work snd found th> room gritty and.filthy
with ~rime. Powdsry white dust hod sifted - through the edges of
windows ¢nd settled on the bed, the sholves, the bocks and cll
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nails. . ' 2

d . e . . . |
.and 51cyens me inside. 0

the clothlnga Aunb on
“ The dust dlsgusts
with dust. ¥ i3 S
s %o . one acts human in a duststorm. Like ani
seeh-'sheltef and all activities come to e stan
tionalization is,blotted out and all minds are

cor and hatred. :
" It's only fortunate t%: at trose duststorms er

a2
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ne sleeps and eats

mals, a}l'evacuees
dstill.

Human ra-
essailed wiith ran-~

e sporadic and areé

usually accom@anled by refrestiag rainfells. The ground hardens
and evacuees return to normel routine. o '
A_‘UG. 29 1942 STORY OF A 51 ARRY NIGHT

Clue presented its first dance lag

Eardiy kaowing any of the girls in

The U.C.
mess hall.

said sihe would.
I wore my loud sports jacket. I didn't hav
w1ear., She looked pretty in her yellow dress
soricthing tc¢ szy but I juat simply seid she "lo
Mas Sakada, IBugenc
rellows I lmew in Serkeley spent the afternoon
ishing +the linoleum rlodr.
and gold
presentable  as sossible for daneing
rented a portable public -address system.
e  danced fox trots and waltzes all evening
rnany new faces to meet. One heartening thing
tkrat I'm. meking more acquainbances. Eventually
be some friction in a closely knit community su
-The young girls in the bloclk, martha,
Ai%c, ere working in. the mess hell as waitresses
to wateh the young girls in bri ght aprons glide
enother - with piteher in hand. "Tea, milk?"
checry and light.
Tt .gave me the inspiration to writc c. short
ble boy who developed a sudden “crush" o
vias diseppointed. I

Qurpose

T ruStered enough couraze to asi one if she woat

kade, Sekoe' Fayashi a

“Je ‘struig the bar
crepe papers and attempted to maue

night at Bloek 7
the nei;hborhood,
4 go wita me. She

)

=

enythin g else to
and I fumbled for
cked nice.Y
nd the rect of -the
sweeping .and pol-
e rafter with blue *
the dining hall: as -
For music, We“

S

and there were so
bout. cuze life is
| tacre's bound 0 -
%x«
GHe,
Lo

as this.

Edith,
f;Oj,O”G table to
Their v01ces are

?tory of =z misera-

2 on a.pretty weitress ead.
called it "Story, of a Storry HigW' beceus.e

it happcened to be.the favorite hit song ot the time cad hed it

published in the Dispetek megazine which It
! m
adventege of being. the letorg.is thet you

story no matter how corny it is.

diting. Singular
ould use your.own

"Boriko,
Tt's colorful |
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An adolescent girl wno reed "The Sterry Kight® said she liked

it: "because it did something to me inside". The older rea-
ders thought it was neive but amusing.

life is new 4dnd exciting here. There's so much to do  and
thers are s0 many people to meet. I wonder wheat will happen if
the novelty of these new experiences wear off.

SEPT. 7, 19472 LABOR DAY

Ye gpads, was it hot voday!  The keat wes blistering. Shirrell
declared a Project holldﬂy today to celebrate Lzbor Dey, and the
entire pooLlatloq tuered at the lirebreek to pcy tridbuts te Cld
GioTy.

There wes a deadening sildnce es the sters mmd stripeu flut-
tered end climbed kigh into tho empty blue sky up the IC2-foot
mast. The Boy Scoutd bugles soundcd "Tb The Colors™, =nd & gtir-
ring emotion unconsciously gripned me whan the flog wsfuxled it-
gelf in the Treceze high over tae rows of drub, browan barPecks.

The Boy Scouts and Girl Reserves stood ot rigid sftewiion and
pefors I lmew it, young kids begm: to isel over with wsstroes.
I counted five in agli-hour.

T--have -always known Labtor Day %o be ths hotPeot dar in the
year, tut tedsy was excepbiovnuily Serrific.

’“C'T 18,1942 BLOCK. MEET!NG

-uloc‘:' moeunbs vere heid in &1} blocs mess halls tunlzht to de-
cide on whether or not we should construct a movie ‘theater in the
Projeet. It so heppencd thet ¥, lendail Suith of the Jduinisirec
tion - tcok thneg initiamtive or pesciasing lumoer witn tne commmnity
exturhrise meney withont the ®mowlsdze 02 the evecuces. Th:s ise
sei, wac anever dld atteud woviece in the le&us, ere inluriated to
a hysterical pitch of being obstinsie enougn to deny their movie-
erazy childrorn w woadsrful recrzational outlot. (Ironicelly,when
the movies wers shown biock by blosk in the mess halls a'few
months lzter, iszsci literally fogéht for zdmittence tluhe+5.)

I suppeosc idlcness ond avatzl effeet of - vvacuation have smuch
to do with their bitteracss. Scume issei, blinded with hoated e-
motion, - o o¥en "teling it cut™ oa ths uﬁa starf herc for being
forcea out frow their houics, busincescs wné Tarms. I'm terribly
dismayed to wotech our parents! wind pervert so. It's pathetic. -

It eseoms thet ot oviry block mecting, tha precarious citizen-
ship status of the nisei is surcastically jecred by few of the
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impétuou§'issei. I worked myself intn such a raze tonigbt‘thatlgs
stood up to speak. -I felt heroic tut later it occurred to me
that I prbjected myself as a . ."martyr". . ;s
T Momentarily fopgetting my pocition as one of the editors of
The Dispatch, I openly stated that I was in f£avér of builGisg a
theater. My youthful. impudence "enraged the issei. " -“earful of
being reproached by their parents, the aisei in the crowd feiled
to '"back me up". Consequently, some of the issel suggested that
I might be an "inu", or an informer of the Admiristratiom.

I may have Jjeopardized my reputation in the block but I per-
sonally don't give a damn. oy .

NOV. 6, 1942 A BIT :OF"OuTsSIDE"

The entire Dispatch staff took = day off to assist the farmers
in their hsrvest. &All felt good riding down the highwey secing
signboards end ges stations again.

NOV. 18, 1942 FISH FISH FiSH
"Air is biting cold outside mnd the limsy barracks quiver like
jello. oa =2 chill morning.. It's & good thing, i/RA had the fore-
sight of insuleting these army baiizeks ond installed cozl stoves
in each cpertment; otherwisec we'll freeze this winter. The G.I.
blankcts are itchy but. nevertheless they keep us warm. _
We hod fish agein todey. It's Tish, ¢ish, fish, clmost ev-
ery otherday. Issci love fish but Iwill go for hemburgcrs ony daoye
Tonight I tocsted some brecd oa the stove %o avert "storve-
tion®. I'm droaming of a thick julcy tenderlola szothored with
ravi onionse.

DEC.1,1942. NOSTALGIA

- I've .been going to The Dispatch officcevery night for two
wezks now to run the mngazine peges on tho mimcoem;chi;c. .Kpnio
Otani steyed up with me $ill one.in the morning vith gowdy groon
and red iak smcered on our faces. :

_ Frank Tanabe dropped in after a dance an
ted his experiences working in the salme:a canncries of Alaske,
e walked~home slowly and weary between the dark rows of barracks
reminiscing the "civilization" we left behind. We thought of the
pink selmons sparkling in the sun, the herdness of the sidewalks,
the sophomore hops, the favorite hot dog st»nd, The Big Game, the
splotches of golden poppies on the green hills of Moraga, the

d joined us. . lie rela-
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thundering cla“ter of trolleys on Geary and the XKindly old pro-
fessor in his dark office in :heeler hall.

I slipped in between dust-ladened blaniets quietly so as not
to awaken my father who snored and creaked in an army cot nearby.

DEC.27,1942 NEW YEAR PREPARATION

You can always depend on these dye-in-the-wool issei to have
the traditional 'mochi', or rice biscuits, on .iew Year wherever
they may be. iien in the blociks are busily pounding steamed rice
in imgrovised 'usu' built in the laundry rooms. iomen are molé-
ing »atty calies, singing and laushing. The spirit is extrenely
nigh. Men will have to do without their beloved saie this yszar.

JAN.2,1943 WHITE CHRISTMAS

4 heavy blerket of virgin white snow had settled dowa on the
dust-caked flocr of Tule Lake during the night; everything is
white as far as the eyes can see. The hills in the distance are
1li¥s mounds of ‘ice cream. The drab brown barracls sparkle in re-
freshing drape of white. It gives 2 guy a celthy, ceris) feeling.

Christmas: and Wew Year had passed by eventlessiy. Little
tykzs are zlaying in the snow, unmindfel of thz sharp chill wind.
These lids have never seen sacw in their lives. :

4 letter came from rrivate rhil. Uda from kisgouri. A4 couple
weexs ago, he- sent me a woolen arwy scari for Ceristmes. W"The
Christmas Tor us nisei soluiers was very different from that of
the whites,” he remariked. "They received gifts from folks back
home but Wwe gave to our people in cemps. iHobody expected gifts
and only a few received them but everybody saved. and bought very
Lheavily out of their army pay. /41l nisei soldiers were gled to
have been in a position to make their peoplc happy. It wes in-~
deed the first time when Christmas meant something to us."

FEB. 15,1943 DECISION OF A LIFETIME

The army is in th2 process of registering =211 nale citizeas to
find out wherc their loyalty lies. i _

"iihat the holl," says a2 pur, “we have to plan our future cour-
ses according to how wo vwore treated in the past. 11 our lives,
both our parents and we have Dbezn kicked around lixe unweanted
dogs. ‘¢ never 3ot & chence., Thaere is no future for us in Amer-
ica.  Being nushed into cemp such as this is cvidoancc cnough.”

Aithougn everyone is entitled to his or her own conviction,
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own' in my ‘hea;t I hope people with sentiments like. these are in
u.norlty. It is too much for me woen same Of my ernus whon I
aVe, asgociated closely -all my life talk llke thls. Evacuation

"was a traglc mistake. . The effect is slowl3 fmrpmg everyone S

fmlnds to cyaicism &nd de*‘eatlsm.

,*' I don't mant to be bitter and. cynical. I wan,t to 100;: cﬂead.

t;o be far-sighted enouglh to ook beyoad mv. peut grievances,
' whims and desires. I have a lifetime to live in America and I'm

5' not going to throw it eway now. I realize that T'm meking 2 de-

. ‘cision of my life and my-mipd is mede up. 3y coaviction has al-

vays been the same.

FEB. 19,1943 UNSHAKABLE FAITH

" This morning I strolled over to the Ad buildi ng ead registere
ed. - The questions were simple. Question 27 =nd 23 aszed me if
I were still loyal to the Unitcd States. I sigred 'yes' to both
of them ead walled out feeling relieved. _ -

. MAR.4, 1943 .  SIDE. BY SIDE

A few of Washingi:on's cigar smocking congiessmen in their soft
- leatlier chairs are charging that we are being pampered and cod-
dled. I certainly: would 1like to Lave one of their live with me
for a .weeik snd eat and sleep with us in our dingy barracks. IWY
liXe to see bhim sit side by side with me in the latrine. It
wouldn't bYbe long-before h '1l start yslling cbout his constitu-
tionel rights. - ‘ : : ’

APR,II,1943 STRANGE HAPPINESS.

I must 'admit that dancing is one of the few pastimes which
seams to keen: my morale up. Opportunities for social contzcts
are abundent end I'm not cremped with expensivc Toreciities such
es faney clothes, ccr, barbecue stends ond "big acnue" orchestras.

Lost night, +the Bachelors' Club, of wahich I'm the 7th vice
president, sponsored the debut of kicky Tens..a's new donce or-
chestra. It wes 2 golo dence and the club"wothers™ had speeial-
1y ordered. gordenia corsag__eé for, their dotos. iy portner wore it
in her heir. Thcre were program deaces <nd I gove on to Hiro
Urctsu who wented to sse who I brought, ond I exchonged othors.
with Horry. Inukei, Mes Ogave and Fos Ineda, the ging at the off-
ice. Mickey dedicnted £ sumber for mc. Ie pluyed, "The zlta.
You Saved For Me," my fovorite number. I camec home with a

7
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strange feeling of happiness. To feel happy in a camp like this

struck me Strange.
"I'm looking forward to the "Spring Informal® next Saturday.

MAY 12,1943 GOING ,GOING ,GOING

Joni Shimoda is leaving for Chicago tomorrow. Grace Asai, Stan
Sugiyama, Roy Yokote, I and some of his close friends were invit-
ed to a farewell_party tonight. It gives me an -empty feeling to
watch the fellows, whom I've become attached to during my stay
here, leave one by one. Riley also leaves tomorrow. Art Mori-
mitsu says he has no other alternative but to volunteer for the:
- Army to show his loyalty. He has applied for Camp Savage.

MAY 15,1943 THE OUTLOOK

.Now that . I have made plans +o0 leave. the Project, I feel like
staying here a little longer. .ILife here has made me soft and in-
" dolent. I'm clothed, sheltered and I don't have to0 worry about
where my next meal is coming from. I feel as though Ifve become
a part of +the dust. I no longer gr¥ipe about the physical con-
ditions of thnis camp. ’ ’

-There is no economic pressure living in a socialized world
such as here, and I am living day to day in purposeless drifting,
planning frivolous things to do tomorrow. Itts funny.....Il want
to prolong this sort of life but if I procrastinated I'1ll be here
for the duration and I don't want to be here when the war ends.
My better conscience tells me that the sooner I re-establish my- .
self in a normal American community, the better I would be pre-
pared to meet the post-war future. '

I must go out and make my living the hard way again. Yet doubt
and fear disturb my mind. Would I be jumping out of a frying pan
into the fire? Will I be happy outside  in a strange commnity?
To go out means to depart from my life-long friends. It means to
tear myself away from a life of conparative case and security to
start life all over again. It makes me feel weary. I hope this
will be the last time I'll have to move again.’ -
AND---.----...'.-oo...-o-'o---o.‘ooo-.---------éoon.oo'oo.-otc-..---oo
this is the brief story of a poor bewildered nisei and his many
problems. Although government agencies and the public are doing
all they can for him, he knows too well that in the end only he

can save himsulf.
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