\L Tas
' {

" Reoord Koe 58==bf=efl==8]

Colonsl Bendetsen & Captain Hall )
. Junuary 18, 1043 Time: 10325 aeme ies eV e P
peE N By T e

CHy rmmtihaw you got’ro.nﬂ your mind? o , )
B I thought X%d 1like toolu.t with you. fd:“,b;just e few minutcs on> o
. ~ something that is more or less off the recard,and for wat it
may bo worth, This plan that has been evolvod on dtermining
lmlty' .to. ‘ . T ” - o =

Bt . %ho whole thing soares ms to death. I mean it really moceres mo.
“But ‘Tagmme-it-has gone along pretty far. I thought I'd like
~to toss & oouple of sugpestions out for what they muy be worth,
- If you den't think they are worth anything, that is up to you, of

courses - o SR R -
l. As I gather it, the plan is in pert, is based upon an assump- °
 tion that: tho record shows that evacunfion was at lesst in sub-
- .stantial partess.dus to the fact that thero wasn't time to deter-
mine loynlty. Ths record doesn'y show that et all. The rocord
shows somothing very different than thut. So that in tle develop-
ment of whatever publicity or public relations - and of course
. they are two different things = i5 done, thet should be borne in
 “mins, that 4t doesn't ohow that, What the record doee show iz,
~ that here was a ooncentration of persons on tho West Coast =- a
cancentration that eculd not be permitted to remain, MNot that
“there wasn't time to determins loyalty. The rocord rhows as a
matter of Mot that the ovacuntion would be handled in such a way
if thero weren't-an attack as to take time to insure that thore
would be plenty of room to recoive them at tho other end hefore
they wore moved. The element of time wms not stressed at all.
Exoept that should thers be an attack, So I think that's very -
important to remember. As & matter of fect the record shows that-
- (1) that it was & ooncenthation of a large number of peroons of. -
Japancse sncestry in strathgic aroas noar war plants snd el 1 that.
And that 4% oould not be pormitted, And-(2) That you couldn't
. determine loyalty end therefors you had to take the whoat with
_the chaff. Not that there wasn't time, but that you just couldn'y,
So that's what the eriginal record shows, GSo whatever youdo, I .|
think you cught to bear that pretty olosely in mind. That's vhet
that record shows out hers whers the main record was modo...in the
Preass and the Periodiocals. . _ : : -
| : Pago Gne , S o
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Well I don't lmow how well this so-called test is’ going to work.

- I think ‘bhsy re going to lean backwards on the strict side. And

whethsr they ever had any comection with Japan®or anything like
that, he won't be aocepted no matter what his other attritutos may
be. But they think that they have discovered a system which will

 give you perhaps a 90X result. Frobably the 10% will be self-
oliminated, In othar words they will aither became loyal or the

1oynl poople won't have thn\ a.mmd. ~ =
'Wen 1 juat wanted to make that: point. It soamed to be somswhat -
presumsd that the reoard showed thate.s p

I think thﬂ.t's part nf “the urgumnt that we uaod here at soms tims
or another. Of course you was hero and I was not. But. I remember
having heard before mentien that the _Justificstion for the evacua-
tion in mass was that it had to be accomplished ine hurry and that
no present lolutxon oxistod for determining the 1oya.l from the dis-
Joyal.

‘hat is not mt the '"'pu'blio recofd s hows..s0out here. I just wanted
to m.ke the point. -

~

I corta.inly think we lhould 'be corrsct on ouz i‘aobs.

Yes, 1 think that's an important thing £o baar in mind,

2. 1 think 1t 1s imporiant: also - 4if possible and I don't know

that it is possible fram the way I understand the plan to have been.

agreed upon ses £ don't know if it is possible, but if it'sz possidle,
the War Department should stay out of tho Relocation.business in
“view of the record made up to now"*by t}u er Dopa.rtmsnt. Now I

think you soe vhat I mean. . ‘ -

Well the War Department il staying out o.(‘ tha Rolooation businesa Al

.~ except to the extent that it will upon the request of War Reloozntion
. Authority examine individual questionnnires end their records anc
"~ if nothing turms up give their stamp of approvelessseeson a release.

That is to avold mltiple investigations. As it was now, individuals
would be released {rom Kelocation Centers under their indcrinitc
loave polioy with which the Viar Dept. wns not interferingeesin other
words they could not say who should go out or stay m, and then these
individuals would get to the servite commands end the service cormands
would get worried. They figured investigating the individuals. The
individual had already been investigated by WRA and FBI and a study
mde of such records as were in the hands of WRA. And it was felt
than an sdditional investigation by the Service Command was not
proving anything, but to start the rellow off on a bad start...as
auapioious :Lndividun.h.

e " .
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'Of course the Var Deplrtmnt is now then putting 1tnelf in e positlon

L oi‘ sa.ying who goos a,nd who atayn.

A llo not at all beoa.uso the other oonditiona have to be &z::r/r{to nis

Job, he has to bo recommended by War Relocation Authori All the ‘
War Department is doing is making the investigation for the Service Com=
mend, so the Service Commnd won‘t need to make an investigations

Well as I \mderstand it, the man won't be released imless the iar Dapt.
: approves and says he s loyml. :

No, this is mpplemmtary to the indei‘inite/leavo.

‘I’hn indefinito leave procodure of War Rolocation “uthority-

Well as I heard the plm, it applios to all the Nisei, or or prupticuzlly
everybodye That you will investigate everybody. So that I would

think it would probably supersede it wouldh't it? . ’ ;_:,_

Woll, it doesn't supersede it but WRA can take it as an advisoryese
on an advisory besis, as far as their indefinite leave program is
concernsd. <They take it on a compulsory basis as fer es plants
’ vite.l to the war effort are concerned. =

AI 866, So tha.t for that purpose, the Viar Departwent is then saving :
~ who poes md who sto.ys. :

As far as war plants are cozmemed...t]mt‘s what they do &8 {ur as
my citigon is concamoi. :

Nell, not whet}mrmthay will be releassd or not.

It im‘t a question of roleaae. It is «question of emplo;,nacnt“in
war plents. e T

I se6. , o i

The VWar Departmant.esthe bpinioh or-recomacndation of this Bc}ar_d.
is simply advisory as {ar as general relsase is concermed.

How could you keep him ou} of “the 'ova.cuq;fed zane, if'you suid e
was n.11 ri@rb Yo work in a war plant?

Woll, ‘that is I think, going to bo limited to t}w areas outside
oi' the onouatod ares.

err can you be oonaistent - do one and say that he cen't coms in “the
other? :
3= &



Simpby sannitivity of the Vest Coaat ‘co onemy attack. The reasons
justiﬁdng the originﬂ. evaouation atill exia't in certain degroo.

“ Fo, 1 don't seo how they do when you say in your progran thz plan B
says that you assume that one of the reasons for evacuation was '
; ~ that there was no time to determine loymlty. One of the primery .
’ / . reasoms., 8o that now that you decide that you can d etermine lovalty
- you've oruod thu*t reason, haven't you? , :

( H1 - Vell not necessarily. As i‘ar &s the 1oyaltj of this fcllow is

concerned, we 1001 that he is completely loyal. Dut because of
, cortain military considorations - partly responsible for tho
“———evacuation, we feel at least for 1 the—pa:esani:—hthld not

1nt.o the eva.cuatecl_ area, B
: LB; Kind of beats the devil around the bush, dcann't 147 In & wayees
Hi | Well would you think 1t would be wize? - : h
%Br*—’fﬁo.—mﬁf?'
H  To re-'entex“‘tha evacuated areas? "

B No I cortainly don"c. Yot if you don't want to conless...to confoss
- on ooriginal mistake of terrifiocally hor ‘rible proportionse That's
what in my Judgoment this plan is pointing townrde Very imter iolly
Bos I man\with &1l due respectessporhaps I an so close to the’ '
forest I can't sec tho ‘broos. I've been on the ground too ¢lose
vtO it bu't XK ’ ’

Hi -Suema to me Colonel thers are 2 things, "Either have the *nolicy of
: ~ the govermment to say "these people arc no good for ull time and
we!ll get rid of them after the war" or you can say "thess people -

-~ . ere hmorican citizens like everybody else and zive them their: chznce"s
‘=~chance to do their part in this war, “so that thoy won't be sufferers
‘aftorward. Now if you say *jhc govermean?t policy is to pget rid of
ther and send them back to Vapan afterfie war, == certainly, liscp
them in relooation centers, .

By I don't advocate that at alle Never hnve. Neither has Generol
.. DeWitte Ve don't advegate keeping them in centers. s releascd
. them for private employpment from the beginning. See no reason
why you can't, The indgfinite furlough policy haes been going on
and the Viar Department never stopped it...the public hesn't stoppsd
it. There mre lots of Jobs hgside war plants that are just es
- dmportant to the vmr effort/working on a high-explorive shell,,,
reling tomatoss for instance, or potatoes, or beets. I don't sey
. -~you should keep them pitmed up. The idea that you .either go- wholo
hog and say tha.t you can determine loyalty as against saying "no work
at all",..I don't think anybody advocated that. Not ever, that I
know of e That's the point I'H trying to make. Relocation has been
going fomrd butees e - ' :
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By Very sloﬂ.f mdoed, for a difrerent reason, Yot booause there
; /hun't bean a demand, There's plenty of d emand for. agriculturel
labor. Plonty of 4t. There are 2 roaaonnh;a it has been poing
slowly. And this plem isn't going to overcoms one of them. One
of the reasons is that some communities won't take them. Ahd
another reason is that WRA hasn't been moving fast enough when
. there’s been places where as I understand 1t there 8 a terrific
demsnd for hbor in agrioulture.

Hi WollI thimthaﬂs trae. .

B; Well I think this in soxmthing so. foreign frcm it;au I \mdorst&nd
it, one of the reasons for this whole~hog plan was, the raising -
- of a combat team. It isn't necessary to that. The only per sons
Iho'd my it'l. : ) 7

Hi '...you'vo got to- givo certainly opporttmitiol besides fighting¢
Supposs a guy can't fight. Does\he have to be restricted to
B agrioulture? »
Bt No but there are a thouaamL and one other Jobs he \could do. I

would think. I mean it's Just being so close to it out here and
feeling the hot broath of publio cpinion...

"Hi  That is'a very dez’iinite factess] think you are aufficion‘bly alert -
80 -that you are able to judge what is sound and d what 1s simply
: inferior, All the letters that we have gotten dout...on these
- anti-Japancse citisens letters, all against
. ’ franchisemant, owning land and all that. They all come I rom tho
~ Golden West.and naturally thoae are the peoplo ‘that -are most
. familiar with it. -

B "Well I think that'a ‘bruo T}mre's...that's where tho groatest
: inoidence comes, naturally. That's where they wers. Perhaps’
my Judgement is dulled by having been too close to the picture
ror too long. I mean that happens often in anything. But I
: merely wanted to ohgt with you. Moroly wanted to throw out one
. thing - particularly = what the publio says here ...s another
- thing, I sort of have an. te fear of getting the War Dept.
as a military establishment\into the relooation business when
it has leaned over backwardd to stay-out, and in the third placs, .
- when you come ocut with a plan af say that you can determine
W)} -loyalty for workdng in a warplant around high-explosives, that -
you can hardly say that "well he can go back to San Franoisco...
it w1l be difficultf to say that he can't" . and when you do that
you confess a very original,. horriblo mistake, ‘I mean those things...
those are the pointsge.. o B

Hi | e.o0onfess an original horrible mistake. Boeuse the possibility of
. Firth Colum mtiﬂ.ty of landing of pa.ra,chu%o troops dessed as

Lodcd -
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’ ¥ot 8o o:aaivly on ths W.eki Coaste

_ evacuated area providing the military situation warrants it.

_ Imposaible “to disseminate,

i : civilians, the pouibility of coni‘usion. 1 think those are ctill

-very real factors. Suppose you have a group of...Suppose we let ~

e number of Amerionm citizene of leaneso ancestry...

Suppoae you drop white ta‘oopa dressed as oivilia.na. You ddn't ‘
evacuate all the white folks, That's no point., Suppose white
people drop dressed as ci'rilians.- You don't ekuate all the
white peopla, ' . RO ,
Your d-nger on 'hho Wont Gonst is ....Jupanese. - . ‘ . v

Well your danger on the kst Coast is fmm Germanz end Italians,
who sre vhite.

Tes but thcre are too mw of thom out here, _

Too mnywhl.t? o : . o e

Far more. usimila.tod than the Ja.panose population ovar‘“havo been,
You mean too m.ny white poople on the East coast.  That's not a
point, becauss tho ensmy could frop white: soldiers drossod s
civilians, and ocould speak Emglinh. That... .

But that would be on'thie East 'oo]astv. -

. Viell they could do it on either coast.

N

Im junt trying to gi\fro you ny reaction to the point.

Thore is a loglcality ‘bhere, there's no doubt about 1t. But I think
dt nmight be wise to taks this as a first step, perhaps looking
toward (if this works all right) to ward eventual return to the

Viell I think that 8 certainly trw, whan ‘bhﬁe—poazso comes., That's
when 1 think the militm situation would warrant i*b with consis‘bency.

Your position ms I undcr:t&nd it iseee , v

Mind you, h‘dwwe_r. I didnit\meke the -original decision you know,

Your position is that thers are some loynl Japanese and also that
' thers are soms disloyal Jupanese and you can't tell t}mm one from
'tuthor. .

Well the record merely uyz we didn't knowe: Ve didn't make sny
determination, You couldn't. . -
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Did you upotk to l&r. l‘oCluy last nigh'b'&

' Ke called mo up, yess: I didn't say much because he was in quito &
hurry and ho explained’ tho plan to me in detail, but I didn't se.y
nuch oithot wye. I did.n t have a chs.nge.

—

Yes he is very unxlous that it work e -

I have no doubt of that, and I don't want you to misunderstand me.

T Just am aoa.rod to desth of it for reasons I've given you. -

now. And 8., the Wu'
-location business. -

Well_Ldongt know how it is going to wark e

[I'm scared to death principally because of_ the pub]% relationn
part of it. That's it, to put it in a nutsshell, I don't know
that they'll blow Up any plants, maybe they won't. Maybe they
will. Who knows? Maybe somebody 6lse will blow up a plant using
& Jap-as an excuse. You know that's en 61d saw too. But I'm
:just soared to daath of the publio rolations part of it,

L think that probably the not result vill be that there probably
-won't be. very mmy of tham in war plants.

To go over it again, No. 1. Thore are millions of jobs other than ‘
1n war plmts thiat just must be filled. o

~Is the p&yashigh? r ' D e

Puy ®s high? Sure. H’lv cortainly. Mattor of fct if 1 could ot
out of ny presont - job I could earn a lot more money ag & carpenter,
I vouldn t even have to know how to.s.know what side of the saw ths
teoth were on. Ag long as I paid My wnion dues. Sure thers are
lots of jobs with plenty of pey. 4nd No. 2, there's no bar to it

nt is aupposod to be out of the re-
£ thoy may they now can detormine loyelty

they're going back o what the public record said originally. 4And
‘mind you first of all, (1) I think they should not be kept from .
rivate employment. I think every ounce of manpower should bo used.
t's one thi}ng..‘. - , ' . . .

Even in Western Défonzo Goﬁmo.hd.- Egen in your evacusted areas?

Ko, not in the mouatcd am, thut anyplace else in Western Dafense

Command. .

I wouldn't make the evacuation msrely an moadenic oxercise...
T

: : fo 17 17
iy 1

. That' 'a right. Of cowrse it 15 probubly tmo of white people, isn'y --

1%1- You Imow that old proverb about ™not being able to lock into

% the heart of snother™? And "not even daring 4o look imto your own'...
‘woll miybe there's something in that, Well, that'c about it. I
Just wantod to talk to you. 'bacauao we haven't had a chat for a long
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