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SUBJECT: Separation of Kibei from Nisei

TO : Chief of Staff, U. S. Army, War.Department

1. OSubstantial numbers of persons of Japanese ancestry born in the
United States have been educated and indoctrinated in Japan duting their
formative years. While the Japanese word "Kibei" includes any Japanese who
has returned to Japan from another country, as used in this letter it is in-
tended to designate that group of American-born Japanese who fall in the
class descrlbed in the first sentence hereof. -
2. The evacuation of all persons of Japanese ancestry from the Pacific
Coast (the west half of Washington and Oregon, all of California and the south
half of Arizona) has brought approximately 110,000 persons of Japanese ancestry
under federal supervision. -Of these approximately 70,000 remain in Army hands
and 40,000 -have been transferred by the Army to Wiar Relocztion Authority, an
independent civilian agency. There are approximately 127,000 persons of Japan-
ese ancestry in the United States. This means that roughly 17,000 (exiusive
of the relatively few in internment camps and in the Army) are not under direct
supervision. An estimate based on an examination of the San Pedro (Los Angeles)
—Portof - Entgy—£iguresj—show1ng—the4tzafficAof,Japangsg_p§£§QE§W}E‘§E§_9ut of
that port, indicates that between one-third and one-quarter of all American- =
born Japanese fall within the Kibei classification. American-born Japanese
number approximately two-thirds of the total Japanese in the United States.
This means there are nearly 85,000 American--born, and of these between 20,000
and 30,000 are Kibel. Establishing the proportion of total Japanese both in
and out of direct supervision, the conclusion is reached that roughly one-fifth
of the Kibei are not under federal supervision. In summary then, based on
available figures; there are between 20,000 and 30,000 Kibei in -the United -
States, Of these, on the basis of the roughest estimate, betwsen 4,000 and
6,000 are not under supervision. i .

—

3. Most American-born Japanese are dual citizens. It is. legalLy pos- .
sible for & dual citizen to forfeif one ef/the two citizenships he possesses
by action.showing an election. American4born Japanese who fall within the
Kibei classification have, by their action, indicated an inten
allegiance -to the emperor of Japan. If this prop051ti9n-
the persons within this classification becom
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L. The co-mingling & Kibei indoctrinated in Japan with Nisei is
dangerous and tends further to alienate all Nisel by constant exposure to
Japanese indoctrination. The presence of substantial numbers of Kibei at
large in the interior is a danger to national security. Their presence
also renders less tenable the position of Nisei, among whom are doubtless
large numbers with a strong desire to be lqyal and to demonstrate  their
loyalty. .

5. It is believed feasible to segregate Kitei from Nisei on the‘basis
of the definition indicated in the opening paragraph of this letter, through
the following means: '

&. A survey of Immigratlon .and Naturalization Service Port of
Entry records, to determine the identity, age ‘and length
~of stay in Japan of all American-born persons WQP have been
to Japan and returned to the United States. This would be -
a clerical task. ‘

The use of information obtainable from

such information to be applied to the list developed by the
survey proposed above. To accomplish this would require the
cooperation of War Relocation Authority, into whose custody
the Army will have transferred by October 31, 1942, the
remaining Japanese evacnees now in ‘its hands.

o

6. Accordingly, I reoommend that. the War Department direct the accom="—
plishment ‘of a prOJect designed to accomplish: ” -

Be Determlnation of the identity of Kibei through use of appro-
priate methods @long the lines herein suggested.

b, iThe separation of all such Kibel under federal,supervision o
from Nieei. . ) _ )
e ) v'-— ’ e "
c. The forfeiture through appropriate legal processes Or means
of the U. S. citizenship of all such Kibei, to be undertaken
in collaboration with the Department of Justice, and their
internment for_the duration of the war with a view to their
repatriation as rapidly as opportunity affords. The pro-
. posal to intern would embrace all Kibei whether or not
-_ _presently under federal supervislon.

/8/ J. L. DEWITT -
J. L. DeWITT

Lieutenant Generel, U. S.
Commandiln :
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