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Notes and Observations of "Kibei Heeting" held August 8th 122
at Kitchen 15 - only Japanese spoken.

At 8.10 P.D., cha.rman Ben Kishi opened the meeting and announced that Vhlef and -
Asst. Chief of Police - horton and Day - are tc be removed and we.want signatures
on petition asking that they be retained. By this time hall was jammed with.more

than 400 and hund*eds were standlng outside. OSpeakers were heard outside thru load-
speaker. - ' |

Chairman then asked audience to ztund up for une minute .of silence without giving
reason. After everyone was seated sg=zin the chaﬂ*man said that "this one minute-of

silence is for hope of peace at an early day" - ‘everyone laughed and applauded Chair-
man 1ntroduced ‘the first speaker: ,

Raymond Hirai, Issei, Subject; "Internal Improvement of Manzanar"; I want to speak

on the 'Severn Hysteries of Manzanar' - 1) Hospital has only 6 doctors and 2 dentists-
nct enough doctors. . Any patient must wait 4 days for an appc ntment slip and then
ancther 4 days for an actual examination. 2) Schocls are supposed to be built here

but instead Blocks 1 snd 7 must move out tc make place for schools. I will crack
‘head of anyone who tried to people out of Blocks 1 and 7. 3) Food is supposed to
gost 50¢ per day but now it is announced that it only costs 38, and maybe July's

cost will be 28 or 29¢, because it wus so bad. I lost many pounds. Demand more

meat, eggs and butter. 4) Wages is another mybteny here. I worked 28 days and got
paid £2.78 (general Zaughter - "because of U.S. government" someone in the audience
said). Some got pzid £8.724 for not working a single day. Demand more mcney. 5)
Housing is another mystery. MNo purtitious - government promised us to make part<.
tions, where are they? 6) Relection of Block Leaders is heeded. Some leaders are
getting medals from administration. Block: leaders use magic that's why I resigned.

7) Comouflage net project is not started by the government - Cne block leader sug- '
rested it and the block leaders meeting voted for netc - vote was 7 for, 3 against.
(who is this one leader, someone asked) He is Ted AKahoshi." (beat him to death,
throw him out, goddam and other remarxs were rade - big applause with stamping of

feet followed) (Some 20 girls, Klbv_, were joinring in this excited infliamable de-
menstration.) In conclusion I want to suy somnething about ny czse. The administra-
tion has no sympmthy for Japanese. Nash is dictator like Stalin. I told him, I would
crack his head off and this Japanese girl chaser, Nash ran awa I'1l start to cir-
culate petitich to oust Nash." (applause and feet staming. ."Hell Hitler, Heil Hitlier!
said Jackson Isjima, hlbel, always dressed in part of U.S, Army uniform and on Man-
zanar pollce force) : |

Chairman. I wznt to take a vote on 7-points - audlence uvgrhhe_mlngly approved =peecn
of Hirui, with big demostration - applauding and feet stamping.

Kiyoshi Hashimoto; Kibei, Subject; "Status of Kibei". Only difference of ours is that
we are educated in Japan. We are Americans why did they put us in camps? Why are
they forcing us to work on caumouflzge rets? Ve are treated as mnemy aliens. Why
stouid we get sympathy from Americuns? (usual demonstraticn - 3pp¢euse, ete.)

. Chuirman: I welcome all kinde of heckling but not chpap cne.

Joe Kurihara - Wer veteran. "I wzs born in Hawaii, Never seen Japan. I have "YAM4TO
DAAASHII" (Japanese naticnal splllt) ("That's right, we ar Japanese",_mnny said frcm
the audience) We have no itizenchip. From now on I am 100% Japanese. If the FBI

or Army will take me into custody, I'll remain Japerese. Don't get scared. Lock

those Japanese in Japan who are making o”e=te cacrlflc Let's follow cuit." (This

‘sane penke* spoke alcng the same line -2 R e anar CltﬂzCPJ
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Federation and seems tc have wmahy followers).

Bill Kito, Block leader #3 spoke on "Ameridan Democracy and Duty of Nisei": "Dem- _,
-cracy is not functioning in this country. Nisei must work with Issei. Don't zitnck
Issie, anyone whLo denounCes Iscei Should be ‘puniched. | I

KarI Yoneda; Block leader 24, Klbel, spoke on "P*ep'“e for Pot Wa“" -~ (Many booed
and heckled, some applauded - Kurihara shouted, "sit dowm, shut up,“you sc and so",
someone sald "vou die"! Y"Don't worry. Jepan‘ulli come cover here") ."I believe that

majority of Nigei will stuy in this country when this war is over and we should’
prepare right now to meet the post war situation. Let's not be discouraged because

we are put in cumps end we 2re unible to use. ocur full citizen rights. Demand our
rights as Americans. Look at the Negroes, most exploited people in America. They are
- lynched and discriminated agnainst withcut any reascn - but they are deternined to
fight for citizens rights and democracy we should encourage ourselves and use our
citizenship rights" (many heckged all thru the speech, shouting "traitcr", etc.)

James 031, Kibei: "Proujd to be an Armerican of Japanese origin. Ve SuCUlu unit to-
gether and show American people that we are just as gocd Americans as they'. (meny
heckled.)

Tateichi, Kibei, Block Leader #23. "I huave "Yamztc Damashii". (Japanese nztional spi-i
I want the following to be teken up at tonight's meeting: 1) Investigate who }ock—
keted $14,000 of canteen profit. 2) Reelect all Block Leaov‘u. 3) fha authorized
Campbell to make contract to print "Free Press" and pay out $2000 of canteen monéy. -
4) Block land 7 should not mcve cut. This is richest country in the world, let's

get lumber and get school built. They gave 01tlzensh1p to mjself and my sons -

why dcn't they take it away. It is no good." : :

Chuirman: Took vote on 4 points which overwhelmingly carried amidst noisy demonstra-
tions and ery of "Heil Hitler". S B S -
M:saki Tanaka: Kibei spoke on "Supgesticns to Nisei", "Some nisel circulated petiticr
to be drafted. WWhy shoudd we approve such action. We k*bel and issei are saune. We

are Japznese. Awmerican don't recognﬁ"c us z2s Americars. Nisei.are not Americans.
Nisei shioula reaiize that they,ar Yapanese and don't ask for citizen right., Keep
quiet and vhen we get out of caup, we will use ocur citizenship rights. We are edu-
cated in Japan and we don't want Americans to look upon us s&s lqygl citizens of this

vountry. Don't give up your citizenship, we will use 1t when war-is over." (blg ap-
Flause with Storplng feet.)

Kazuhara,KIbei. "We are J apanese, not nisei, issei or klbel. We are in pig sty
because we are Japanese. Don't raise ¢itizenship right. No one here use it &nyway.
Some one-said we showld be loyal to America ("Baka Daye", daun fool, s id Kurihara)
shy should we be loyal to USA beczmse we are Japanece. We don't need lManzanar Citi-
zen Federation. :

Juicri Uyeroto: ("Generel Araki! General Araki! come snid in audience - becausc cf
his long Fustache) "I was porn in Hawail, been in Jzpan and #anchuris for 30 yenrs.
Came toc USA one year go. Surprized tc see that Jzparese here are not united
spiritually, like in Japan. Trouble with Japanese here is that there ure too .zany red
among you (geneial a pplause - this is the man who said on way to Manzanar, saboard

N

train March 23rd, that risei cught to have guts and kill President. K§r1-¥oneda whG
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sa£‘3 rows behind Uyemoto reporﬁed this to the W.C.C.A. on March 24_ahd again to
R. Nash and R. E. Fryer on July 1llth and nc action 2s yet has been taken) -

(At this time Tokie Slocum left audience nnd several persons said “get cut, you dog".

‘Slocum is unddr police protection for the puast three days, because Ken Tanaka, fore-

man of 1inoleqp crew told K. Yoeda that Slocum will get beaten scme day not by San

Pedro boys but by downtown kibei. Also én August 5th, while Slocum warc sitting on
~steps.of Block #4 office, linoleum crew truck driven by a San Pedro boy .deliberately.-

~ backed up truck againsct door, breaking it and drop lineoleum right near Slocum - breal
ing the floor) » ‘

Hirai, Kibeil, formerly with Manzenar police force (dressed only in jeans, no shirt):
"I want all kibei to withdraw from canouflage nets imnediately. Also kibei should -
quit working on the "Free Press", : - o
~udr. Temple and other office staff mewbers arrived at this point and asked Ben Kishi
chairman to adjowrn meeting. Kishi said that "anything that happens at tonight's
aeeting he will be solely responsible for". Meeting wac adjourned. After adjourn-
ment someone remarked - "Tayama is very small fry tonight and couldn't say a wordn.
(referred to Fred Tayama) It was about 10 p.m. and the Internal Police offered tc tal
me (Karl G. Yoneda) home in their car. As I approached the car 20 to 30 per-

sons surrounded me as well 2s police car and Hiral (former policeman) pointed at re
saying "He is a dog (meaning spy) beat him". The police finally persuaded them

to disperse and they tooke ice hone. : T
Majority of attendance were kibei with about 20 giris, 59 issei, altogether about
600. It was evident that this gatlhering was definitely pro-Axis and anti #merican.
A great many of them wculd hae done bodily harm to pro-American -elements such es
Slocum, Oda, Teyama and Yoneda and others if it wasn't for the presence of the In-
ternal Police. Alsc it is quite clear that many Issei and Kibei who attended this
neeting'disapproved of the cconduct of the pajerity of kibei and issei there. Several
have dlready told me so. However next morning in Bliock 4 several Issei were talking
about withdrawing all kibei from camouilage nets.

Submitted by

Kerl G, Yonedsa
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