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;_Vf}{onorable Francis Biddle -
~ Attorney General Dbl
‘» »;va#hinston: Do . o !

- uy dear Hr, Attomey General

: ;This 18 in reply to your 1etter of Febmary 26, 1%1. vd.t.h raference to
- Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt!s Final Report on Japanese Evacuat.ion
_from the ’Ieat Coast, which was recently mde publ.ic by the Har Deparhmsnt

‘fYou sts..e that you are interented in the accuracy of General DeWitt’s L
account, in the first two chapters of the Report, of the events leading :
. to his docis,;:on that military necsssity required the evacuation; and- -
~ you note that prevention of signaiing by persons, presumably of Japanese
e descant-, on shore to enemy surface vessels or submarines-off the coastA ~
_apparently was a very considerable part of the problem with which
~ Ceneral Deiiitt was concerned during the period between Tecember l9bl a.nd
July 1, 1942, when the evacuation was substantially complete. You:
‘direct attention praticularly to his reference to hundreds of reports :
~ such signaling by means of signal lights and nrﬂ.awful radio transmitt.”“‘
°  and state that investigation by the Department of Justice of great .
~ numbers of rumors concerning signal lights. and radio travsmitters provea
t,hem, without exception, to be baselesu. ; i ,

~“You inquire, .'.irst whet‘)er durj.ng the period from Decemoer 191;.1 to ,
: 1942, the Comiss:.on was engaged on the West Coast in monitoring and 1
~ fying signals rsported to bs from unlawful transmitters and in locating
' ony such transmitters; and,if so, the number of reports recelived. by th
' Commission during this period of unlawful or unidentified signals, vd.t.h '
e datailed break-do’nn of ‘the results of its investibations: T

Throughout t.his period on the West Coast as else‘x’nere throughout. the —
United States and its terribories, the Commission®s Radio Intelligenoe

~ Division was engaged in a comprehensive 24-hour survei_'!lanca of the entiro
radio spectrum to cruard against -any unlawful radio activity.,: , -

’ith:m the area on the Veat. Coast’ ﬁ'om which the Jaoaneae were. subseq ently
'evacuated ‘the Commeission’s Radio Intelligence Division had in oporat
. tvo Pﬂmary Yonitoring Statlons, -located at Portland, Oregon, and San:
Pedro, Ga.]_‘!.rornia, and nine Seoondary L{onitoring Statiom:, loc”




f 'i_ceatt.le ?laahington, Portland Oregon, Arcata, Calii’omi.a; I.arkspur, e o
- Celiforniaj  Fresno, California, Los Angeles, California; San Diego,. California,

~ Yuma, Arizona, and Tocson, Arizena, During the period hers involved, the .
Secondary Station a} Larkspur, California, was moved to San Lean e

California, and was expanded to a Primary Honitoring Statlion; and t :
i Secondary Station at Yuma, Arizona, was moved to Salinas; Calirornia. The Shgi
- Commission had additiona.x atations at other places within ths ‘Hast.em " St
Defamse Canmand” T s 4
At all stations, there were apecial receivers and recorders for inter-
cepting andJrecording aignals throughout the entire radio spectrui, The '._-' e
Primary: }Sonitoring Stations were equipped with extensive antenns’ arrays S
and; Adcoalk’ high-frequency: direction—finding apparatus for taldng baaringa
upon alc;'-wave ‘sigrals received from all over the world. ' They were:-tied -
4n with other: ‘Primary Eonitoring Stations on the continent ag .well as in.-

P

" 'Alaska, Hawaii-'and Puerto Rico, which: together constituted a nation-wide -

direction-finding systea for im.ediat.e coordina.ted action in taking boarings
~ upon and establishing the:fix of any’ auspected transmitter:and. for exchanging
.other information relative to identity of radio stations. “At the Secondary

honit.oring Stations wers mobile units, equipped with loop direction finders,

for going into-the field and ﬂuickly locating anuunldentified tranamitt.ar s

by taking bearings within its- ground—wave range. "' Other devices - enanled i
-~ investigators to determine the exact. hogse or even room :Ul which a e
-_t.ransmttar vgas located. : _ b

. Soon aft&er December 7, l9hl, ‘at the rcquest of General Defitt, the
monitoring facilities described zbove wers supplemented by patrols of
mobile direction-finding intercept units along the West Coast from Canada.
to Mexico. These patrols were instituted for the particular purpose of ;
datectmg eny radio transmisslons from. shors to ships off the eoaat. . 1 :

In the early mnths of the war, the Cam:ission's field oi':ioes and stations _
on'the Yest Coast were deluged with calls, particularly from the Army and 7~

Navy, reporting-: susp:.cicms radio signaling and requesting the- identification' : ;y’r‘;f“'

of radio signals.. 'In hundreds upon hundreds -of cases, identification. of
the signal was made by Radio Int.m.li&,ence Division personnel metraly by
~ listening to it right at the monitoring station.  In no case was t.ho_ g
- transmission other than 1egitimat.e. . _ _'_ o T

; In the cass of 760 reports of imident.ified or umawfhl i-adio signals within
the evacuated area during the period in guestion, which could not be ‘heard

or identified by listening at the monitoring station, a field investigation

' was conducted by mobile direction-finding units, In 641 .of the cases it .
vas found that no radio signaling at all was involved. . Of the 119 cases o
rema.ining, 116 were found to imrolva lawrul t.ranamissions by following '

st.ationst R e s &

N United States Army Stations‘; T e 21
- United States Navy Statioas . - 8
’ © "+ . - -Local Poldce Stations - = - 12 = 7 L
- “. 7 . . United States and Foreign . C T e H
e Commercial licensed Stations ~-." 65 - = :
Japanese Stations in Japanese SR
’I‘erritory e R R U DR .




" The final 3 were fmmd to imrolve the very short—rangs trsnsuiaainns of tho -
ordinary commercial type phonograph oaci].lator nnod in playing recordlngs for
homeamamant.‘ e 5 E ‘ L

There—ma-no ra.cﬁo aignala raportqd to the cm::em.n srhich could not bc '

identified, or which were wnlawful, ; Like.ths Dcpart.nent of Justice, tha

Comxission knows of no evidence of: any ﬂlicit radic aignaling in this :

~area dnring tbe period in question. f , ot

| You also ask the exbent"’ho which Genaral DaWitt'\.or his 8ubordimtes were,
 Ainformed of the operations of the Commission's/Radio Intelligence- Division; £
The General:and his staff were kept.continuots ',’i?iru'omed of: the.cmsioni& &
work, both- through occaaional con!erencea :andiday-to-day 1iason . In the #72i 7 o
,ccntant by. telephonc behreen =3 et

i

' Coast for:the purposa of’ fnrnish:l.ng these agencin “with bearings and: other,_.,
‘information: pertaining to radio signalw.:'sind az’the result.ofia- rsqnest"' L w
Generzl De¥itt in Jaxmary 1942, the: comiasion established.a -Radio:-Th
Intelligence Center in'San Francisco:for:coordinsding radic:intelligence
information collected by:the Army;" Navy: and_th&ﬁ‘i"' ssione? Center: -
~was tied in by telatypawriter circult with:the: Primary l&onit.oing Stationi -/5__"-._'
on the weat:Coast, as mal]. as with other: Primarr’st.»tions -on<the Continent -
through haadquarters in ‘;“ashington. k8 s result it was an’integral part..
of the Comsission?s nation-wids' direction—ﬁnding pysten desoribed abdve, - L
As a nart of the plan for coordinating activit.ies y Army andJiavy personnel
,maintained a liaison attendance at this Center.7 Both thess services,- = : T
oor: wpwnar, had a direct telephone circuit rrom t.he Cent.ar bo thair headquartm. e

3 *\ Sl R

~ You- diract at.tention, further, to the statement‘. 1n General Deﬁ‘itt's Ranort.
that following the evacuation, interception of suspiclous or. nnidentiﬂ.sd

radio signals and shore-to-ship signal lights: was ¥irtually eliminated . -
You state it was the experience of the ‘Department ‘of Justice that,’ althongh 5
no unlawful radio signaling or any unlamﬁﬂ. ahore-to—ship signaling 'srith
lights was discovered, a great nuzmber: of reports. of:such activity were -~
‘réceilved, and that thesa did not diminish in number following-the svacuation. .~

It is likewise the Cowiasion's ‘experience that reports of urnlawful r&di.uc e
signaling along the West. COast - which in each case were unfounded - were: not

affected by the evacuation.: In fact; throughout the year: 1942, - the mumber -
of reports of unlswful radio operation requiring- investigation by mobiles: ..
units which were received-in the States along the West Coast varied in close |
' parallel -:d.f}h tha number of such report.s received throughout th@ 'ﬁhole country. _

'. .tr -i: <_1 g

”inally, _{ou ‘refer to General DeWitt's memorandm of Jammry 5, 19L2 to gl

James H. Fowe, Jr., Assistant to the Atterney Generzl, sst out in the '
" Report, in which concern is expressed over the action to be taken in s case . °
where thers should be strong evidence of shora-to-submarine radio coxmnnnication,
‘but the unlawful radio transmitter could not be located within an area more:. - % .
precise than a cn.ty block, or even a general area auch as ilontarey Connty. "_,._; e




 You note that the memorandum sngge=ted that availabls means wers .

*inadeuiuate to locate and seize any such radio t.ransaiﬁster, but-state .
~ that if your underatanding that equipment was available for locating

such a tranamitter is correct, ths problem with which General Defitt

o vas concerned would not arise in practice. Your understanding ia

»jcorrect. As noted above, equ:.pment developed by the Commission's ,

: ‘k;iengineers was on and after December.7, 1941 .in the hands of its personnel
on the West Coast, which enabled thexm easily to locste the indindual :
Vhouae _nd even t.ha nxact ‘Toom containinb the conoealed transmittar.

Pursuant to your rsuuast .for any other inl’om&tion we may have bearing oca
the accuracy of the statements in the Report indicating the existence of
111icit red¥o signaling along the West Ccast, additional Iact.s arc set

i‘ort.h in the ezncl.oaed memorandum, o : i
: 9 o L v
o Sincerely,
Pl /s/ James Lawrence Bl s _
e : ‘ '~ Chairman. = — :
%
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