If Asiatic Laws Were Adopted
Here Orientals Would Go.

T IS not easy to speak with pa-

tlence of the placid pretensions

of the Japanese {mmigrant when

a just picture is presented of the
status that the forelgner is allowed to
enjoy in Japan. 1t may sult the cards
of the Japanese apologist to represent
the ancdi-forelgn feellng as now oc-
cupying a shelf upon the mental mu-
seum of Asla, and, Indeed, to draw
credit from Japan's rapld extrication
from the mire of antl-forelgn preju-
dive. But the facts do not In any way
coincide with the claims.

The anti-foreign animus is not dead
in Japan, nor Is it conflned to the
lower strata of her people. It per-
meates the whole nation, and It is
part of the settled and cherished pol-
fcy of her Government. Japan de-
mands for her people an open door
into every country, with equal rights,
equal privileges and equal opportuni-
tles. She claims that her people shall
come and go as they please, and that
for them all industries, all Inventlons
and all acquisitions shall be treasure
trove. The earth is to be hers and the
fullness thereof, while she herself
locks all doors, closes all roads and
confronts the foreigner with the
earnest warning that trespassers will
certalnly be prosecuted.

It seems almost incredible that the
peaple malking such astounding claims
upon the toleratlon and the henevo-
lence of others should themselves re-
fuse to extend to thosie others a rec-
ognition as persons wlithin the eyes
of thelr law; but such is, Indeed, the
fact. The Japanese Government not
cnly refuses to accord to forelgners
equul rights with Its own sublects,
but It seeks by every means In its
power to prevent their resldence in
Japan, to close against them all In-
dustrinl doors and to expose them to
disqualifications, unjust, vexatlous
and humiliating. So far from there
being any credit accrulng to the Japa-
nese Government for an Improved
treatment of foreigners, such Improve-
ments as exist have been extracted
by the- nbsolute exlgencles of finance
and of treaties, and In opposition to
the whole trend of officlal sentiment
and of pupular desire. Japan does not
wish that foreigners should, In any
way whatever, earn a livellhood with-
in her borders, and, If there has been
any relaxatlon in her strenuous antl-
foreign attitude, such relaxatlon has
been due to absoluts necessity and In
no wuay whatever to good will

RELAXATIONS ARE SLIGHT.

The relaxations have, however, been
very slight. It is true that foreigners
are no lunger hustled on the street,
but they are commercially hustled In
the markets of industry and enter-
prise. It is true that the lives of for-

elgners in Japan are absolutely secure,
but their commercial and industrial
existence is none the less bludgeoned
by disqualifylng and irritating legis-
latlon. And while this process Is go-
ing tranqullly forward Japanese apol-
ogists can hardly conceal thelr right-
eous indlgnation when the Californian
workman protests agalnst his dispos-
session of house and home to make
room for this new chosen peaple,
whose ten commandments are self-
fnterest and for whom unjust compe-
tition constitutes the law and the
prophets., Amerlcans are certainly a
long-suffering people, but a compara-
tive glance at the status of the Amert-
can in Japan and the Japanese in
America should arouse a suitable na-
tlonal resentment. that would quickly
glve birth to actlon.

Morris, in the International Com-
mercial Serles, says that merchants
and manufacturers desiring to estab-
lish themselves in Japan will meet
with “many difficultles.” They cer-
tainly will, and the difficultles 1in
question have been most artfully de-
slgned by Japanese statesmen with a
view to harass and to embarrass the
foreigner. Mr. Morris goes on to say
that forelgmers In Japan are not rec-
ognized as persons except under cer-
taln Hmitations. .

Forelgners—that Is to say, Amerl-
cans interalla—are not recognized as
persons {n Japan! This has, of course,
a pecullar and legal signiflcation; but
1f the American mind Is now what it
used to be it will none the less con-
vey a sense of humillating outrage.
If Japan kept her own people within
her own borders, such a conditien
might be overlooked in the hope that
education would eventually bring jus-
tice. and wisdom. But that such a
state of affairs should exist concur-
rently with the hungry hordes of
Japanese coollies now in California
with Japanese passports in thelr pock-
ets is, to say the least of it, a lttle
stupefying. The Japanese Government
does not regard the American in Ja-
pan as belng a legal person, but the
Japanese In America Is not only a
legal parson, but American laws are
to be changed, abrogated, abollshed,
broken or ignored exactly as hls needs
and idlosyncrasies may dlctate.

CANNOT HOLD PROPERTY

Let us see in what way Japan re-
fuses to Amerlcans the rights of per-
sons, We will quote one sentence
from Henry Dumolard, LL. D., Speclal
Commissioner from the French Min-
Istry of Public Instructlion ond for-
merly professor of French law In the
Japanese Imperlal University. Now
Mr. Dumolard s evidently well quail-
fied to speak, and he says “the for-
elgner in point of fact cannot acquire
property In the soll of Japan." There
are, of course, certaln ways In which
this and all other laws can be clrcum-



vented. We know this well enough,
but the central fact remalns as quoted,
nor will we now stay to estimate the
extent of Japanese holdings in Amerl-
can soll. The people that are now
swarming  throughout the TUnited
States, acquiring and halding lawfully
and unlawfully all the property upon
which they can lay their hands, are
Immlgrants from a natlon that refuses
to Americans the right to hold any
Japanese soll as property, and we are
asked not only to endure this, but ta
appiaud the dexterity with which this
iniquity Is perpetrated.

T'he further we go into our research
into Japanese law the more startling
are the results, Mr. Dumolard goes
on to zay that the Inability to own
land s not the greatest of the dls-
qualifications to which forelgners in
Japan are subjected. They are alsa
forbidden to engage In agricuiture or
in mining. An American in Japan,
therefore, may not own land, nor may
he mine, nor cultivate the ground.
Japan is for the Japanese, and so it
would seem is America, {f any Infer-
ence may be drawn from these
swarms of Aslaties that arrive in this
country for the express purpase of
doing the very things that would he
farbidden to Americans in Japan. The
prahibition agalnst mining by for-
elgners Is defended by a Japanese
economist, who writes: “Gold is Ilke
the bones of the human body that do
not renew themselves, while the blood
and the flesh are replenished. To ex-
ploit our mlnes {5 therefore to exhaust
und to impoverish the country.” With-
out seeking to emulate the subtlety
or the physiological knowledge of the
Jupanese economist, we may remind
ourselves that Aslaties have not only
mined the gold of Callfornla, and In
very large quantities, but they have
also most profitably exploited every
other trade and every other Industry.

ALMOST FPROHIBITION.

Japanese legislatlon Is hardly less
severely felt by forelgners wishing to
become doctors, chemlsts, professors
and Jjournalists, Whlle they are not
actually excluded from these profes-
slons, the condltions and exactlons are
so harassing as to amount almost to
a prohibitlon, The presence of for-
elgners In Japan, except as tourlsts,
Is not regarded with toleration by
the Japanese Government. and the
foreigner who wishes to earn his liv-
ing in that country will find almost
insurmountable obstacles In the re-
sistance of the Government and the
unfriendly pressure of the laws and
of the people.

Nor need we expect to see any
speedy amelioration of the lot of the
forelgner in Japan. The reforms that
have already been Instituted in this
respect have been effected In the face
of popular resistence that has some-
times become dangerous, In 1889,
only a few years prlor to the great
Japanese influx into Amerlca, Count
Okouma was the victim of a dynamite
outrage, his only offense being his
supposed toleration of forelgners.
while the attack upon the present
Emperor of Russia in 1891 was an ex-
pression of the same anti-foreign sen-
timent. In every Instance where
Americans have been employed In
Japan for purposes of instructing the
people in trades and manufactures
their services have been summarily
dispensed with at the earliest possible
moment, without even that commer-
clal courtesy and conslderation al-
most invariable throughout clvillza-
tion. There 15 no room for the Ameri-
can in Japan.

These facts are In no way cited In
reproach of a people struggling up-
ward Into the light of clvilization, but
none the less they ought to be known
and to be appreclated In view of the
palned remonstrances that will not be
lacking from Japan in answer to the
actlon of Callfornia. If America were
to adopt In Its entirety the antl-for-
elgn legislation of Asla hardly a single
Japanese would survive In the United
States. We have no wish to see meas-
ures so reactlonary nor do we wish
to imitate the prejudiced ignorances
of the anclent world. But of all other
natlons, Japan should be the last to
protest. If her coolles were not only
excluded, but actually expelled, she
at least could not remonstrate with
any appearance of good grace,

No suggestion has ever been made
that America should do unto Japan
as Japan has done unto America. That
would be a remedy far too drastic and
far too severe. Nor do we wish to
see in America the same public feel-
ing against Asfatics as has been so
frequently manifested in Japan agalnst
those of the white race. That also
would be inexcusable, although were
there now one tithe of that feeling in
our midst the Japanese perll would
very soon be a back page in our his-
tory. We do, however, wish and In-
tend to see a continuous, a polltic and
a restralned movement In defense ot
justice to American workmen, for the
protection of Amerlean homes and for
the preservation of American ideals.
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