SENTINEL SUPFLEMENT - Sorios 47 ; March 19, 1943
Heart Meuntain, Wyoming . " . i y

gurvey of Form and Autemotive Equipment

Becauge of the critical shortage existing in the supply ef avallable farm mo-
chinery, particularly tractors ond implements, the WRA is mssisting evacuees in the
sale of their eéquipment. Some time ago we were asked by the director of WRA to make
a survey of the equipment ewned by the rosldents of this center. As this request
came during the eonfusion of the reccnt reglstration, the response was not an !
accurate one. Director Dillon Myer has urged that we mako every effort to complete
the equipment survey as soon as possible. The 1list of equlipment 1p for survey pur-
poses only and does not obligate the ewner to sell.

. M. Rowalt, acting WRA director. in & memorandum to Guy Robertson, project
director, said:

Mlimited investigationa in the field end letters being recelved from various
interested orgenizations indicate that a very considerable quantity ef farm equip-
ment has been placed in storage by ovacueos pending the time that they woald bé abl
to use it again. The same conditions goply to automobiles and tracks. It is our
belief that many evacuees would be willing to sell their equipment if they realized
that the market for used machinery is very favorable, that form and sutomotive . equip-
ment in storage is subject to steady depreciation, and also that the need for it is
g0 urgent that there is a growing demand on the part of the public for the govern-
ment to requisition all idle tractors, trucks and automobiles in the nation.

"Te have located some material in storage places, but it is not alweys possible
to learn who owns it. Consequently, 1t appears that the nost vnractical procedure
is to make an ‘inventory at-each project as rapldly as possible. Forms are being
sent to you on which to record the owner!s name, equipment: ovmed,, place of storage,
ommer's nsking price and mie of lienhdlder, if any. This information is to be sent
to the Evacuee Properly Office in Sen Francisco, where it will be used to hssist
evacuees in the disposition of their equipment. It will be our policy to refer
price offers to the owners when the prices asked by them cannot be obbained. We alsp
expect that arrangements will be mdo to pay the evacuees in cash for the equities
when the sales are mndc.n )

In response to inquiries 'bv many evacuaes regarding the possibility of the
Government requisitioning eqiipment resulting from the inventory, Russell T. Robinson
chief evacuee property officer, has igsued the followihg memorandun:

"In our opinion, the inventory being taken at the project has no direct bear-
ing on the posslbility of requisitioning by the Government. Ve have no means of
lmowing whether or not requisitioning of property will be resorted to, however, if
the Government shovld decide that 1t is necessary we believe that the process
applies to all types of ownership and not solely to J‘apnncs‘e—owned cquipuen't-

"Ae you know, }t has been our opinion that ¢éne of the bést means of eliminating
the demand for requisitioning is.to facilitate voluntary sole of idle equipuent,
thereby demonstrating that requisitioning is' unnecessary- We believe thrt ovmers of
unused equipment can do a lot better for thpmselves by disposing of it at the present
aclive market thnn they can do if requisitioning tales place. Furthernore, an
owner's failure to voluntarily lipt his equipment as being available for snle will
not protect it from being requisitioned whon end if such action should bo authorized.
If regulsitioning is resorted to, there will undoubtedly be a _great dezl of equip-
nment taken that belongs to unidentified owners, and while they no doubt will eventu-
ally receive their money for their equipment taken they will experience considerable
difficulty in presenting their claims and proving thelr ownership.

"To gummarize, it 1s our hope that a large number of evacuees can be made to
realize that it is to their interest to voluntarily diepose of their ecquipment at
reasonable prices. We can give ro assurance that pond agency of the Governument
might not institute o requisitioning program at sone future date. On' the othér
hand, we.can definitely state that preparation of the invontory would make requi-
sitioning less likely rather than nore likely." : :

Heart Mountain residents owning fn.ru equipment are urged to register it on the
forms provided for this purpose in the offica of Douglau M. Todd, assistant project
director, and to do co at once.

- Digtribute Checks to 13 Work Activities Tomorrow

Thirteen work ac¢tivities may receive February pay checks tomorrow through block
managers' - offices, #@ccording to Jamos M. Grace, copt nccountant. They are: 500,
510 (o1l B except Yemamoto to Yuld and sll C; no 1 or pnr‘b—timﬂ),' 630, 631, 632,
6140 Blz, 61s3 650, 652. 700, 710 and 720. i
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