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BNOKY MOUNTATW SPOTTED FEVER
(Tick Fever or Black Fever)

As the spring seascn appreaches, the number of inquiries concerning the problems ¢
and prevention of Rocky Mountain spotted fever are increasing from day to day, Br. G.
‘B« Irwin, principal medical officer, revealed.

Rocky Mountain spotted fever is endemic in at least 39 of the 48 atates of the
Unlted States. In the West most of the ecases oecur during the epring and esrly
gummer with the greatest number in April and May which 1g the season of prevalence
for the Rocky Mountain wood tick, according to Dr. R. R. Parker, director of the
Rocky Mountain Laboratory, U. §. Public Health Service, Hamilton, Mont. :

The Rocky Mountain wood tick (dermacentor andersoni) is generally considered to
be the tick carrying the infection which it can transmit to man. Probably from. one
to five percent of the ticks may be infected, the percentage varying with different
districts. The causative agent may elther be tranmmitted from one generation of ticks
to another or the tick may become infected through warieus wild rodents er smeller
wild animals such as dquirrels, rabbits, prairie- dogs, Woodchucks, badgers, etec.

The dog tick and possinly ethor related species may also infect man.

The tick which has become infccted either frem some animal carrying the disease
or through transmissien from the female parent may transfer the disease to man.

The greatest number of cases occarring in man will be found in those groups which
arc engaged in some outdeor occupation, orincipally agriculture. Porsons in range
cauntry where sheep are handled are in the greatest danger of infoction. Forest worke
ers, plenickers and campers may also be exposed te the wood tick. ' .

. o e :

" Cemtrolling memsurcs include first, avoid areas lmown to be infested with the
weéod tick; second, control and ‘elimination of animal hests upon which the ticks may
foed.

Those individuals who must work in areas infested by ticks should provide them-
selves with clothing which will make it difficulti{for the ticks to gain access to the
bedy. For example, high hoots or leggings or puttees and socks that are worn over
the trouser leg are all of real valuo. :

The Journal of American Medical Association recently carried an article an ticks
which read in part:

"The ticks, which usually transfer from vegetation to the clothing at a height
of less than 18 inches frem the ground, will then crawl up the outside surface of the
clothing, and most of thom can be soen and removed. Those that roach the back of the
neock, as many do if not discovercd, oven if cntrance through the clothing has been
made at some lowor point, will usually be felt when they touch tho skin or hairs on
the neck. Tt is good practice when in.dangerous country to pass the hand over the
back of the neck occasfionally to fcol tho ticks.

"Ticks arc far more likely to sccurc & hold on rough clothing than on elothing
of smooth texture. On the other hand, the progress of the fick is impeded by the nap
of rough cloth, but fower ticks socurc a hold if tho cléth ia smooth,

Women working or walking through infestod areas should wear the clothes similar
to the oncs Just described for men.

¥en who have been working in ficlds should remove their clothing as soon as they
get home from work and carefully oxamine the same using caution that no ticks may
cscape and attack themselves to othor members of the houschold. All ticks which aro
discovered should, of course, be destroyed. ’

Those familics possessing dogs should look these animals over carefully at every
opportunity and particularly in the dogs! onrs and if ticks arc found, they should be
removed by the aid of pliers and destroyed and the wound where the tick was attached
should bBe touched b some antiseptic such as tincture of lodine, tincture of merthio-
late, or similar oreparation.

bl % v

If a tiek is found attached to the back of wvour nool, remove 1t immediately be-
cause danger of tick bite infection increases with the length of time the tick is
attached to the body through its mouth parts. Usually removal of the ticks can be
accompllshed satisfactorily by gentl; pulling 1t off the skin with the fingers.
Mouth parts are not ugaally left in the wound. Some tickas have a longer hypostome
or mouth part than others; however, infection b leaving the mouth part in the tlssues
1s not as serious as leaving the tick attached for a long period of time.
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If instruments ore aveilsble, the tick may be 1ifted off the skin and _gently'f .

pulled up so that a tent is made of thg skin surrounding the site of sttechuent and =

the instrument ma; bo slipped under the mouth varts and raiscd'up and romoved by rais-
ing up the instrument. As soon as the tick has bobn removed; the wound may be painted
by tincturc _‘oi‘ iodino or touched +ith uilvox; nit;nte ponecil.

No substanco has been recommonded to usc upon the clothing to.-pro_:vu—nt the attach-
ment of the ticke to tho somo. ¥ et ¥ ’

The corps arca surgeon. has.recéméﬂ_dud such a procedure for the provention of
Rocky Mountain spottod fever in preferento to the use of vnecine for the Military Po~.

lice of the 331st Attachment.

The health depnrtmnnt‘ wishes the cddpérafion of a1l the poo.}'g.Lo of..the ce:itpr‘in'

this type of prevention in the vroacdaro mentioned above because of the fact that only-~

o limited quantity:of waccine can ba ‘bh'{:r_gi’nod ffon the laboratory at Haoilton, Montana,
possibly ofly enough for attompted ingenigatidén of a fow huedrod people. Wo sho:q],dr'

of coursé, -glve profercnce for tho ugs of this vaceino to those field workers who will
bo cxposed tho most to the infected ticks, Dr. ITwin said,

Tre.nsf_e_r__qf_ﬂaréh.ouac..a‘nﬂ..'Pr;'gpg;'tﬁ' Control Section Ar‘m_rzu.'rilcggl .

To conform with instructions issucd b ‘the Washingtom WRA office,. the warchouse
and property control suction was tronsforred from the trangportation and supply divi-
sion to the administrativo services dopartuent, anncunced Guy Robertson, project
dircctor. The tronsfor became ‘effoctive ¥arch 16. g

Harver P. Chandlor, head.of the warchcuse and project contpol sectign, will as-
sund oll funetions. and responsibilitios of. the newly-tranoforrod.scction with ‘Howard
E. Lewis in cherge of project warehruses end Rolend Washburn-in charge of property
control. ) L. . :

.

- Two Residents Back From Farm Inspection:Tour .
- wd

-

4 recent isgsue of The Sentinel §uppleoment carried an item on Yoshio Sasao and L

Ben Tsuchiya who returned to Heurt Mountnin from an inspection tour of the Hardin,
Montsy farm area as representatives of the Holly Sugar -Corporation. Sasso and Tau-
chiva wish to make it clear. that their werc not representing -tha.corporation but were
investigating the prospects in an effort ‘to'-report to'reaidents their unbiased find-
ings in that area. g .. i .
. T~ .

Eospitol Seeks Replecoments for Nurses' Aides

With meny nurses' pides loaving the hospitel to get reloeated, Chicf Nurse Anna -
S. 7an Kirk today issued another plea for roplacencnts: e,

- .
In asking for 12 women, Nurse ViRl Kirk declared that.-valuable tralning and 0xe |
perience- ¢on bae gained as-a nurses! alde while rendering huna:lntaria{l service to t—h_q.
conmunity. ~Older women nay algso apply, she added: ’ . . :
Interested versons are urged to cohtact Hurse 7an Kirk-et the hosnital beforo
4pril 1 betwoen & p.nm. and 3130 p-n.

Plen Sorvice Flog for Hoort Mowntain Boys in Army

“ -Plens for a service flag bearing o star for ocach Hoert Mountain boy in the arm-
od forces including the rocont voluntecrs and a roster bearing ench name to be hung
in the adninistration building were announcod by Douglas M. Todd, assistant project
director.

The cooperntion of parents and relatives in socuring names and addrosscg of
those servico nen who arc sons, brothers cr husbands of Heart Mountain rosidents is
asked. Residonts are to £ill out the blank below and send it to tho USO headquartcrs,
25-25-¥ innediatelys - -

(Namo. of sorvice nen) -+ (Hoart Mountnin addreps)

T (rex) " “(Whero stationod)

(Branch _o_f_Sc:rw{'i.de )
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