


RACISM AND REASON

There is a special meaning in the opportunity you have given me to
meet with you tonight. I see in your invitation your determination and con-
fidence that the problem of the Japanese and Japanese Americans in this '
country must and shall be settled through processes of reason and in a
Christian spirit.

You refute a misconception rather widely held elsewhere in the country,
that the people on the llest Coast all react toward persons with Japanese faces
with blind, unreasoning hatred., JSome people in the Pacific states unfortu-
nately are victims of their own bigotry on this question, but there are many
citizens out here, like yourselves, who have been standing up for the same
just and democratic treatment of the Japancse minority that should be accorded
to all minorities.

It has been casy for the racists to claim to represent a majority point
of view on thc cvacuce question. The 'far Relocation Authority program has
always been peculiarly subject to emotional distortion by these pcople.
Because the VRA is dealing with people of Japanese descent, many American
citizens who arc rightfully indignant about the barbarism and treachery of the
Imperial Japancse have found it difficult to approzch thc problems of WRA
thoughtfully and judiciously. They have tended to identify the people in re-
location centecrs with the recl cnomy across the Pagific. They have accepted
without question a great many lies and half truths about the rclocation centers
that have been spread across the country by malicious men with malicious
motives. Some have even demanded that American citizens of Japancse ancestry
born and raiscd in this country be treated, as a group, like prisoncrs of war.

But in the past several months the temper of public opinion on this
issuc has been changing-- rapidly and unmistakably,., Pe¢ople who werc com-
pletely unawarc of the Japancse American problem a year ago have begun to ex-
press themsclves on this subjcet in rather caustic language, directed not
against thc Japancse Americans but at the racc mongers who insult the Nationfs
good secnse with their fantastic charges and vho throw fair pley overboard by
their ruthless hounding of a helpless minority group. Somc public officials’
who once demanded wholesalc confincment of all pcrsons of Japan&sc descent
have begun to realizc with thoe Prosident that Amcricanism is not .a matter of
race or ancustry but e matter of the mind znd hcart., Somc private organiza-
tions which formerly advocatod total exclusion and mass deportation of
Jupancsc Amcricans have softened and modificd their attitudes.

Naturally this shift in public thinking is profoundly cncouraging to
me. But I takc no personal credit for it, and I claim none for the Yar Reloca-
tion Authority. Thec chang: has becn brought about, I am convineced, primerily--
by the magnificent combat rceord of Japencsc american boys in thc uniform of
the United Statcs army. Since the early part of this ycar, these boys have
writtcn in blood and steel o record that compcls all of us to think a little
harder and more decply than cver beforc sbout thc real meaning of America.
They have found their vay up thc peninsula of Itcly, usually in the very forc-
front of thc action, toking desperate chanccs, viping out machine gun nests,
haressing thc cnemy from all sides, driving him rclent Lessly back toward the
Alps.
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The outfit I om speaking of herc is the far-famed 100th Infantry
Battalion made up of Japanese American boys from the Hawaiian Islands. Some
of them are men who were stationed at Pearl Harbor at the time of the Japancse
attack on Dccembar 7., 4 few of thom had close family relatives who werec
kilicd by the bombs made in Tokyo-~~bombs madec perhaps from American scrap
metal., Vhen these boys first arrived in the United Statcs for preliminary
training at Camp McCoy, "isconsin, they immediately impressed their commanding
officers with their cagerness to become good soldicrs, their willingness to
absorb the toughest physical grind, and their alertncss in performing their
military tasks. Later on, they were moved to Camp Shelby, Mississippi, where
they continued to maintain the same excellent record in final pre-combet train-
ing: Then, in August of Last year, they pad their first contact with the cnemy
in the arca sround the boachhead at Salerno. From there they stormed against
the German dzfenses along the Volturno and Rapido Rivers, crossed these two
streams, ond spent 40 days in the front lines ot Cassino, Later they were
transferred to the tight little becchhead at Anzio, and finally took part in
the break-through to Home. :

Throughout =11 this zction, the boys of the 10Cth Battalion displayed
the same qualitics of good American soldiership they had shown in their pre-
combat training. Time and again, members of the unit were singled out for
especially dangerous missions and cited by their commanding officers for unusual
bravery in action. ‘Not once did a mermber of this Battalion go AWOL; the nearest
approach was the case of two wounded boys who Left the base hospital prematurely
and hitch-hiked up to the front to Join their comrades. As the War Department
has pointed out, this is AWOL in reverse, and with a vengeance.

The normal strength of the 100th Battalion is about 1,000 men. But of
course there have been replacements so that the total number of troops who have
served with the unit is in the neighborhood of 1300. This is a fairly small
contingent when you realize that the Japanese American boys in this group have
now received a totzl of more than 1,000 Purple Hearts. 44 Silver Stars, 31
Bronze Stars, nine Distinguished Service Crosses, and three Legion of Merit
Medals. Within the past few weeks the entire Battalion has received a Presiden-~
tial citetion from Lieut. Gen. liark Clark for "outstanding performance of duty
in action, on June 26 and 27, at Belvedere and Sussstta in Italy." 1In the
closing words of his citation, Generual Clark said--and I quote-="The fortitude
and intrepidity displayed by the officers and men of the 100th Infantry Battalion
reflect the finest traditions of the Army of the United States.n :

In newspapers here you may have read recently of an instance of such
fortitude and sacrifice, the death of Lieutenant Kei Taunahashi of Los Angeles,
who fought with the L42nd Regimental Combat Team. ILieutenant Tanahashi died
near Castellina, Ttaly, the War Department rsported, because after being wounded
he refused medical attention until every othsr wounded soldier of his platoon
was given first aid and evacuated to a safe place. Army doctors said he might
have lived if he had permitted himself to be treated earlier and evacuated with

the first group of wounded. The Lieutenant, known for his activities in Boy
Scout work, and earlier popular as a student at UCLA, was evacuated to a
relocation center with his parents. They still live at our Heart Mountain
center, while his widow, whom he marricd a week before going overseas, resides
An Cleveland.
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The 100th Battalion is now part of a larger fighting unit, the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team. The 442nd, which comprises thousands of Nisei from
the mainland, including a number who once were evacuees or who have families
in the relocation centers, has begun to make an enviable record in its own
right. The War Department announced recently that members of a reconnaissance
patrol of this Japanese American unit are believed to have been the first
Ailied troops to reach the historic city of Pisa. There is an aspect of this
incident which symbolizes the United Nations in microcosm. Those Japanese
American boys who went forward into Pisa were officered by a naturalized
Canadian and an American of French extraction. Some people in these parts who
think that as old settlers they have a priority on patriotism, should think
that one over. : = ;

Recognition of the Japanese American soldier is not confined by any
means to the War Department. the commanding generals and the official citatdions.
The ordinary doughboys who have been in action alongside these troops---, the
men of English, Irish, Italian, and 21l other ancestries who have seen them
going into battle---are even more eloquent in their praise than the official
communigues., One of them, convaleseing at a military hospital in North
Carolina, recently wrote to Time Magazine. "I just came from Italy," his
letter reads in part, "where I was assigned to the Japanese 100th Infantry
Battalion. I never in my life saw more of a true American than they are...
Ask anyone who has seen them in action against the Jerry (to) tell you about
them. They'll tell you that when they have shem on their rlanks, they are
sure of security in that section..." 4&nd then he cohtluded, addressing his
remarks to the people who have been villifying the Japanese Americans here in
the United States. "They, my friends," he wrote, "are not the little 'yellow
beilies!, you are." :

Another one wrote directly from the front lines in Italy to the
Secretary of the Interior after reading about some of the worst. examples of
discrimination against people of Japanese ancestry that have occurred recently.
"May I suggest," he asked, "that you send all those narrow-minded, bigoted un-
Americans over here to relieve the 100th Infantry Battalion of the 34th
Division?" The Secretary's reply was terse and to the point. He wrote:

"Phank you for your letter. It is quite apparent that you know what you are
fighting for." : : :

The boys who wrote these two letters are apparently not at all unique.
Within the past few weeks I had an opportunity to talk with an Army captain
Jjust back from speciail service in the Italian theater. Almost everywhere he
went, he tells me, he found admiration for the exploits of the 100th Battalion
and bitterness about the shameful and misguided actions that are being perpe-
trated against people of Japanese descent on some sections of the home front.
The feeling he encountered seemed to be almost unanimously one of burning
resentment against people who are persecuting loyal Japanese Americans in the
press and through direct economic action.

Cne incident, in particular, that aroused the ire of our soldiers in
Ttaly and elsewhere was the event that took place a few months ago in Great
Meadows, New Jersey. It centered around the farm of a man named Ed Kowalick
who tried to hire five evacuees of Japanese descent from one of our WRA



relocation centers to. help him produce the food that is so vitazlly needed in
our drive against the Axis. Before the incident was over, onz of Kowalick's
barns had been burned down, his family had been threatened, and he had become
almost a social outcast in his own community. But, without going into any
further comment, let me quote from the latter of a Junior officer in Italy
with an Irish American name:

‘"It is two years and a couple of days since I left the states with a
whole hatful of company on the war's leeching business. Duriig the ten-
minute breaks in Africa and Italy we have devoted a lot of effort to trying to
realize in the imagination what life is like at home....

"Today a magazine (Time, April 24) comes to the beachhead and... tells
a story, and these pleasant images become hideous and confuszd. According to
the story five Japanese, including one Frank Kitagaws, ere sent to Great
Meadows, N.J. from an Arizona relocation center to help &d Kowalick run his
600-acre farm...Bd Kowalick!'s neighbors mount a blind patriotism against this
five-man Oriental menace within their gates...A building on Kowalick's farm
is burned; and Kowalick, being one man, is forced to send the offenders away,
This is, as I sald, a little thing. WNobody killed, nobody maimed. To show
they hold no hard feelings, the farmers present 1id Kowalick with a box of
cigars, and the incident is closed....

"It is the schoolhouse, I think, that sticks in my craw. Presumebly
the small fry of Great ieadows are taught in this school-house: study algebra;
and Archimedes' principlc; and nouns; and learn that lincoln cailed them "the
last best hopc of carth..." This is the schoolhouse where hundreds met to
hunt down five, who had committecd the crime of discarding their ancestry for
the tics of a new country.

"There are crosses with Japancse nanes in the Anerican cemeteries in
the bitter Italian hills. These men arc vorthy to bear arms; how then arc
they not worthy to grow tomatoes?

"Sines I began, a score of shells have dolloped into the vieinity, They
threaten my life, for which I have a high regard, but not tho things that give
my life sustenance., Now I fuel that these things arc threatened and I do not
know where to go to find & clecan picture of my country. ‘It is hot the-matter
of Great Meadows alonc. Lord knows, that is only the latest and one of the
least striking of the items on a long list. Somewherc in the confusion is
the central matter of what is truc and what is not truc about our national
life,

"This is a vcry personal matter, like love or good buer or évin and
) s e b

I should like someone to give me an answer M

- There are indecd crosses with Japenese names in the bitter Italian
hills--~dozens upon dozens of them. Some of them mark the graves of boys
whose parents are living today in "RA relocation centers.  Just recently
memorial services have been held at two of these centers for the boys who
have fallen on the Italian front. And in the months that lie aheed, T am sure
that the relocation centers, like all American comrunitics, will find their
honor rolis and their lists of Gold Star mothers steadily increasing.



Teday there are well over 1C,000 American men of Japanese descent in
the uniform of the Army of the United States. Ipny hundreds of them are boys
who were evacuated with their fmailics from the Viest Coast two yvears ago and
who have lived in WRA centers. Others come from the Hewaiian Islands end
from various points on the mainland of the United States. hey are serving
not only on the Italian front agzinst the Nazis, but in Burma, China, and the
far Pecific Islands against the fanatical hordes from the main Japancse
islands. One of the Caucasian soldiers with Merrill's Marauders in the China-
Burma- India theater recently paid high tribute to the J~p¢nﬁsc Amcrican boys
fighting with that redoubtable organization. "Hvery Marauder," he wrote,
"knows these boys by nume even if they don't know ours---this is due to the
courage and bravery shovn by them. Onc of our platoons owe their lives to
Sergeant Hank G. vho translated Jap orders...foolishly yclléd to the effect
that they were attompting a flanking movement . Hauk—--wb call him Horizontal
Hank beceuse he's been pinned down so many timcs by Jap iachine gun fire——-
guided the machine gun fire on our side which killed every Jup on that side.
The boys who fought alongside of Hank agree that they have never scen a nore
calm, cool, 2nd collected man under fire——--hc vas always so bdsbr to be where
he could be of the most usc and offoctiveness znd that was os t always the
hot spot.,.And yet while the other boys boast of the numboer of J:ps they got
he doesn't talk very much sbout the three he has to his account. He usually
changes the subjcet by saying, 'Honorabls ancestors much regret meeting
Merrill's Merzuders,! I hopc I haven't given the impression that I'm trying -
to glorify him. IlMany of the boys and mysclf espeeially, never knew o
Japanese American or what one was like---now we know and the rzudcers want
you to know that they are backing the Nisei 100 percent. It makes the boys
and myself raging mad to read about movements against Jalw“esb Americans by
those¢ 4-F'ers back home. e would dare them to say things like they have in
front of us." This boy znd the othcr men of Merrill's Merauders, yuite
obviously, do not have the difficulty cxpericnced by so many of our Home Front
Commandos in distinguishing between the Japanese enemy and loyal Americans of
Japanese descont,

Recently I was plensed to learn that a Japanese American soldier who
formerly lived at the lanzonar Relocation Center has become a member of the
Veterans of foreign Wars, This man is Sergeant Karl G. Yoncda, who is now
fighting in Burna znd who in 1936 was on the pickct line when longshorencn and
Chinese¢ picketed shipments of serap and oil to Japsn.  Men who kncw and worked
with him heve doscr*bbd him in these words, and I cuote, as "a long time
fighter ageinst Japanese imperizlism and fascism of any -kindi" © To my way of
‘thlnklng, that mekes Sqrguunt Yoneda more American by far than the pcople who
shipped that scrap and oil to Japan.

~f bigots had rcasoning proceésses, one could casily prove to them thet
their proposals to c¢xcludc the evecuecs from the Vjest Coust permancntly are not
really bascd on suspicionms of disloyalty, but solcly on racial prejudices.,
You could start by asking whether the Japanese Americqns fighting in Italy or
the Pacific are disloyal, and whethcr the families of these boys, including
familics who have received "killed in action" telegrams, arc disloyal. Tt
would be a cold-blooded bigot indeed who would darc to make such 2 chorge.
and if they are not disloyal, as you and I certainly know they sre not, thcn
thesec servicemen and their fumilies should heve the right to return to the West
Coast whenever the blonket military prchibition against return of cvacuces is
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lifteds Ones the bigot admits that much, and he certainly hates to, he has ad-
mitted a large scale sxcesption to his orude dogma that, "The Only Good Jap is

a Dead Jap.," He either must admit that loyalty of the evacuess is.the real
yardstick, or he must retreat to his previously prejudicsd position.

Somstimes I belicve that if ths race-baiting extremists in California were
able to override the many .rosidents of this state who differ with them.on the
dquestion of the evacuses, the logical outcoms would be.seme kind of ‘secession
from the Union. lientelly, this minority has sscedcd from the rest of the nation
by preaching wnAmerican methods of handling the Japandss in this country, both
citizens and 1aw~ab1uLng alisns. . Newspapers throughout tho country, including
some on the West Coast, havs differasd with these advoecatss of socond olass citi-
zenship, or harsher treatment, for Americans of Japanssa descant, - I'would liks
to- cite some rocont oxamplas. » ey =5

The- llew York TIIES declaresd:

"Their names ars: Masaki Fuiikuwa, Shinoi Nakamine, Donis Masato Hashimotc
Grover Kazutoml Hagaji, Kenji Keto, Tsugiyasu thJS, alik klllsd in action against
their country's enamy...0ther Amsricans of Jepansso dzscent havs fought for our
flag in the Pacifiic and in Burma, ftaking risks, -becausg of;»a 3% roco;OVEY: and
bayond thosc s °"umﬁd by white soldiorseselettors from ethor Amorican soldiors
reczived in this offics have proclaimsd the loyalty and devotion.of thise mone

"ihat this provss is u fact encouraging for Japansss-Amoricens, for the
country of which thoy are citizens and for the leug pro S} 2ct -ahzades There is
nothing in the Japancss blood, or in any racial blood, that maksos msn ignorant
und brutal. Bducation and enviroment turn thy scaloss ong Wy or Tthz other
A whole gonsration in Jup~n tnd Gormany has gons to wastc and worsc than waste.
Undar dscent: movarnmants, in a docint socicty, in a dscontly organizsd world,
tho coming gaxﬂwut ons may ba rvclalm\d. The war must bs won by.dsstruction,

B

but ths psacc will be kept only by zducation.”

The San Francisco CHROWICLE said:

"The Army has awardsd Bronze Star medals for P;;LtUFIO”S action on Saipan
to four Californiz boys, coming from Marysville, Stockton, Sun Josc, and Los Angs:l
These voung men sbownd thoir American fighting spirit-by voluntosring for o job
that took them, in that region, into particular dangsr, “Thoir namss are Honda,
Hakanishi, Fatsui and Sckamotos"

The Weshington POST sai

"If the oxclusion / from ths Wist Coast 7&“ bascd on nothing morc tha
racial hostility, then it raisss an ugly thraot to tho fundamental principlos of
Amsrican-di oy It boars 2 o8 T"-Jr. Justice iurphy pointod out 2lsewhors in his

opinion on the curfeow ciaso, 'a m:ilansholy rescmblance to thoe treatment accorded
mombors of- tho Jeswish racs in Cerany and in other parts of Burope." If tha

freadom of eitizons can be rostricted becauss of the spelling of tlizir namss, the:
nons of.us can claim mors than o tomporary und illusory hold upon fr:oodom."

7

An sditorial in tho Santa Ana (Culifornmia) REGISTIR stotad:

HUr o PR R R % ' . :
Real democrpey, Christinnity and Amsricanism msans that poople must live
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o dangerous lifzs, They must have faith in other peoplo and be willing to take
riskss Wc should have boon willing to taks the risk that possibly o fow Japansse
might have caused a disturbance,

"But sinecz wo have made a sorious mistake, the soonsr we corroct it the
botters. There is no sxeuss whatever now for ksoping the Japancse in detention
camps, Thoy ars ontitlod to the same protcetion by the govermment as SVery other
citizen, no mattor what racs or color." ;

The San Francisco NEWS said sditorially, in commaenting on o tost casc:

"The News belioves the ordorly proccdurc of o court trial is a far bettorn
way to tost the quostion of returning loyal Japancse to tho Coust than is tho
action of organizations liks the Amarican Logion cnd the Native Sons,"

The Charlotte North Carolina NEWS dzelarcd:

"It was last spring that a young Moring o Guadaleanal vobtoran, roburned
to this country and found vicious discrimination against Amcricons of Japansse
ancestry in California -= and in o nationally=-cireuletod Iottor aceused the
California Department of the American Legion of actually sponsoring thoe movement,

"Ws rejoics in the incroasingly distinguished battle rocords of those
troops, and considor thoir dsods under firo sufficiont answer to irresponsible
eritics and idle talk of tho prejudiced, Response in battls, aftor all, is the
final evidence, and adequate testimony to the loyalty of thess man to ths Amori-
can idsal -- regordless of thoir stukes in this country's futura.”

John W. Vandercook, nationally known NBC commentator, in a rocent broadecast
pointced out how the racist give Tokyo ammunition for propagandizing the Oricxnt,.
Ho said:

"Astoundingly bad Amecricans havs drivon ha 28s, Amcrican-born Japancse
laborors from their communitics, simply bseauss thoy bolongad to another rogec,

In short, we have parsistsntly provided the Jap propogendists with deadly ammuni-
tion., We have not thought how that wmnunition can bs cnd is being turned against
us, and how just as surely as thoe sun riscs, it is costing American livos, To
hate one snomy more thin thoe othor largely bscauss onc belongs to a difforant

race of human-kind, is to losc, hopslossly, ona's own moral position, «sThinking
liks that is far mors appropriatc on tho ixis side of tho ‘line than it is on ours,
It bocomss a mattsr of the very highost priority, as wo aro cpproaching far grodta
battles with the Japs than ths one which took place on Saipans It bescomssy—thors-
fors, o mattor of ths very highast priority for us to dovise some monns as wo have
in Buropec, of reaching ths minds of the Jap army in such o woy as to convinc:s them
that we are what tho overwholming mejority of ug roally ars = dseont and honour-
abls human baings == cven to our onomics.es”

Mr. Vandercook said furthor in his broadeast:

"Out best propuganda weapon agoinst the Japs would bo the truthful roport
of how tho Japancse~Amaricans in the Howaiian islunds in werbims still go on liv=
ing loyal tranquil usazful livss. It would bz a still bsttar wsapon = I wvonturs
to wagor it would save many, muny fmerican livss == if wo could honzstly roport
to Japan that the loyal Japanose citizens who ars still held in rolocation camps



on the United Stat:s mainland, were to now b:a roturncd to thair communitics as
normal citizons, and that tnvlr white nsighbors, were recsiving them with the
ordinary decency v ircn IVery Amorican of cuy race should nccord to any fellow
Amorican of 3vory othor rago,

Qa

Hy V. Kaltenborn, notad rfdio commentator, in a lottor to th Rav, Allon Heist
and his church, thz First Msthodist ﬂhuroh of Santa HMaria, wrot thege words:

"It is the poople of Califernia who unhappily ars primarily rosponsiblo
for ths unfair troctmont that has bgen accorded to American citizens whoso nly
erims ige that they were borh ¢f JapuNJse parantse I am very happy to. know tha
soms of ths good Christians of Californic arc spogking out for truth and justi

Q
4
T

Thoss exomplos, and T ceould give you many mere 1F timo and your patienco
pormittsd, make it plain that by and 1urw: ths comnbry is hostile Ttoward the
minority of extraists who ssok t? Youp tho home firus ot hatrod burning against
the Japonsse Amaricang. Wi

=n ron;rnntu& with such ovidinco that thoy ars 'a mine
ority, thes:s racs-baitsre libsl many thousnuds of decont Amaricuas on the Wast
Coast by employing thoir throudbars thesis that, "We rssidents of thoe Wost Coast
understand the Japansse preoblem, and the rost of thi country docs not."

Those on thz Pncific coust who have nob wishud to.lot their silsuncs place
them in the company of the rieists, have challongod ths right of the oxtromist
group-to speak for anyens bub: othsr racists.. Withr-ovory such ehuldongoe, the
spirit -of degent toloruncs grows strongsr. It is extramely oncouraging to noto
that svory tims ths extremiste acdk 40 run riot, public opinion counterpunchos
and rocks theom back on thoir hocols. The Groat Moadows irncident which I Uutl yad
sarlisr, ‘was a notibls oxomple., ‘Bditoricls and soldisr lsttors condomnod -
sntirs ocourronce. —oil'l magozine resported this oubragsous happening and ons

esult was that many fairmindad persons from all ovir ths country wrot. to George
Yammoto, ons of thd five farmer ovacuses, wrging him not to losa hiart. Some
encloscd money, which he turned over to uhb ﬂ; ricon Red Cross. Now thoss svoc=
uzes arc working within' 50 milss of Groat lgzadows. Thoy are well lik:d ana havas
bgen able to perform useful work in £

|nrm1nﬁ Wi ti)ut iftorisronce Tron Gnyono,

It is alsa obvious that the rocs boitors do not cs they claim, "wundzrstand!
the problem of Amoricans of Japancse ancestry. If they did thsy would nover pro-
pose to bar them from the cconomic lifo of tha West Const, or to exclude them
entirsly from thess stabss, or sven to ship them bock to Japon.: Theirs is ths
counsel of penple who fsar tha future, nho prgaoh dofeatism, who say thabt ws can
only plan for hard times ahcad and too fow jobs and opportunitiss tn b: divided

among the Anglo-Saxons, 1ot nlonz the Japancse.  If is o good thineg that wmost
5 3 3 o)

Poopls disggrec: with them andiars ditsrminad thet wo sh have Jobs and oppor-
tunitics ior all, ‘resgardlsss of racg, crosd or colore
« The' most tangibls cvideuce of widesprond public accoptanec of the Japancse

Americans in most American communitics is the prosr:ss made in rclocating mors tha
30,000 svacusas who have loft the rolocation contors on indsfinite loave, On the .
averags, 425 porsons a weok bid goodby to ths rostricted 1i of “thotconesrs agd
taks up new jobs und now lives on dhe outsido. Tu Dot Philadsiphin, Des
Moinss and Savannah, Georgla, in ladison, VWisconegin, and Kansas City, in the big
citiss, tho ‘small bowno, and farming creas, Jopanssc and Jopanese Amoriocans hove
gone to work, 1In the overwhelming majority of cases thoy hove found thomselvas
wolcomad by the men cnd women working with thom and by their neighbors, You will




find the ovacuccs worshipping in the churchss, their children studying and rlay-
ing with othor Amsrican childron in 4hs schools, Thess transplanted poopls one
gage in community activitiss, buy war bonds, soe thoir sons luave for the Army,
carry on thzir war jobse. They baocame pert of the normal Amcrican woy of lifs
ONCS MOIrde..

Many of theso cvacuscs, and soma of thoso who will follow thom from the
centers in tho months to come, will nover roturn to the Wast Coaste Thoy will
sottle down in communitics new to tho Isssi und Nisoi and thsro meke tholr cone
tribution to American agriculturs and industry. Thoir contribution will bo wole
comed for among most Amoricans thore is no roal foar of the Jupancsce comnunity
in this country, and by thut token thsrs is no hatrod of its DIvocuoss whs have
reclocated have boen 1 accepted and have continued the education in Amcrican living
that the Wost Coust zvacuation intorruptod and lfo in the relecction contors
retardeds For make no misbake aboub it, w¢ in Lho WRA do not dsluds oursalvcs that
Wwo can do very much to make rosidonts of the rolocetion contors part of the uabion-
al American community. That is ths Jjob Jou con 6o bost, when the wnilitary proe
‘hibition against thoir return is lifted Tid some of LuvﬂJ peopls gradually raturn
to live and work with you, You must racraat: Lhe proper sozial olimoets for grow-
ing Americans,

For bscoming on Americun is o growing processe It talios patience, wis=
dom and tolorancs to bcr,um an Am:rzo 4.11 in the full sonse of the worde . A man
;.

acts with goodwill townrd ! neighbora, wikos sacrifices for his cowitry, does’
s things that hs bgllyf;s x:ln 0l rac.s, croacds and groups to worls togothor
and make this a strong nation. He diss ok ths Biblieal throescore ysars and ten,

still busy becoming a better Americon. Doss his son inhorit all that through the
accidsent of birth? Not at all., Tho son is only o potential Amarican and h2 hes
to start all over to do what his fathar did, maybo BetEor, berors he ean lay/olain
to the sane proud title of Amsrican, :

This conception is disturbing to ths racistse It moans thot in ths struggle
to becoms a good citizen the child borm of an old Tew Inglond femily, and the Nisei
youngstar barn in o rolocation centor, sturt oubt aven. The New Englond child nay
get lator advantagos, but at the owtsat they both have the sams notion of Amarican-
isme=gnactly nous :t alls It is a erced tnvy learn by pruotln“ in wetioh,

I think you and I and almost everyone went both thess youngstors to have
the same chinco to grow ‘into dofenders of this land., If wo rsloeats the gvacuces
succ ssfully, v i 1 tha help of hundreds of corammitiss thesushout the country, I

el cortain that this war-born problem can bo salvad iu a sotisfoctory mannor
aad in conplete accord with out domocratic precoepls, - Whe poople of Japancsc doge
cent can start once morc to dov: op and maturs inn ruly Amorican environment,
And the Notion as a whols can taks pridc in tho fact thit, despite ths physical -
uphcavals and the emotional straing of slobal war, we huavi not lost out natianal
consciences -Dospite all the clamor of tho race=badtors and thoeir towdry appeals
to foar and hatred, ths fundam.ontal docener thut charcetorizes ths prout majority
of Amsricons is still very nuch alive, + It WwiddiLog emnfidont, assert itsclf with
inercasing forec and offectiveonsss in the doys Ll' lic ahood,

.
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