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n. Eis other
them was born

i, ur. ¥azgatomi has an 18 year old son in a

P
od Stztes. EHis
1

J
thrge children are 231 in this countrvy, One o
in Canada; the othar two.were born in the Unit
hool in Japan. It
czl students ere

sre in this

son is attending & Buddhists Theologicsl Scho
is sr. Nagatori's understanding thet theolozi
deferr=d from military service in Jaran &s they =
country. Of courze ns does nol now thetiher or ast that has
been chengzd since the war startad. it is his nope thet his
gon will comoalete his education, become & Buddnist vpriest in
Jznan, and teike over the churcn and oriestshin whieh ¥r. Naga-
tomi nas inherited from his fatner. If his son Soes that,
there will be no reason for ¥r. Nagatomi to return to Janpan,
and he Goes not intend in that case to g0 heck thers. He
wents to be where he thinis he is neszied £ni he tninks he will
be needed here in zny case, end that he will not be neecded in
Janan if his son takes his place there.

2 et

zatomi intends to remelin in dancaner until the cen-

2. Y¥r. Ha

ter closss becauss he thinks that the peonle will need him here
until that tims since he is the only Buddhist oriest in #dan-
zenar. ATter the center closes ne will go to Szn Francisco

if nis church there is re-estarblished, and if he is needed there.
ANtnerwise he will go to Philéddelphis. Hr. Chapman interested
nim in Philadelghia andé wanted zmim TOo 20 there soon, put he
feels he i3 needed more here =zt this time.

%, v, Yzgatoml says thzt The shilosonhy of Eudchism is that
itz teacnings are univesal truths, snt thet there 1s no neces-.
sary connection between Buddhis: zng eny sarticular race or
se0 .1z or langusge or culiure. Enddhism was brought to

Cihine, it was sdagtes to Chinese culture snd fto thie Chinese
language., In ¥ores 1t va :
J

of that country, and in

T A SRR



ture and language of Japah. There is no Buddhist hierarchy.
Each sect in various countries has its own churech government.
The Shinshu Sect, to which Xr. Nagatomi adheres, is a sect in
Japan and was first formed in this country about 50 years &ago.
During that time the ruling bishop in the United States has
been appointed by the church authorities in Japan bit this faet
has been a historical circumstance and is not necessarily in-
-herent in the philosozhy of the churech. The 2im has been to
educate Nisei or other English speaking students in Buddhist
theology in Japan and to carry on the church through them so
that & theological school would finglly be established here.
From that time on the Buddhist priests in this country would
study theology in the United Stetes, and the expectation has
been that the church here would then become autonomous. There
is no essential reletionship between the Japanese languzge

and Buddhist teachings or ritual. It would be Mr. Nagatomils
expectation that eventually the churcn in this country would
be conducted by fmericans, that the services znd other gctivi-
Ties would he conducted in the English langusge, and that the
congregations and the ministry would zlike be Englich Speak-
ing so that there would be an Zmericsn Buddhist church zs much
separate from the Euddhist churches in Jdapan as those churches
ere from the Buddhist cmrches in Indim, China, or Xorsa, or
as much separzte =zs the Protestant Episcopal Church in the
United States is from the churcn of England. 411 of this is
rerfectly consistant with Buddhism, 2nd there is no nationalis-
tic purrose in his church which wonid inmvel hiwm to work toward

any different end.

£ significant step in this dirsction occurrsd st the meet-
ing of Buddhist priests seversl months ago in Topaz. ALt that
time there was formed the Buddnist Churchess of America, and
all connection with the church in Jasan was severed. Mr. Naga-
tomi no longer is a »rizst of the Buddhist church in Japan bu
is rather a priest of his own churcn here under the autihority
of the Buddhist churches of America. The Buddhist churches of
fmerica will tzXe the San Francisco Buddhist church over. That
church will be hezdcuarters for the nationzl orgsnizstion which
will have administrative Jurisdiction over Buddhist churches
all over ithe country.

» Nzgatomi has alwavs been supnorted by his congregztion
is country. Weitherhis szlaries nor eXienszs have been
pald by the church or tne headouarters in Jenan. Fe is as in-
terested that Cauczsians become Bud
found emong the veonle of Jelanese ancestry. In other words
his views and the policies of nis churcen may be compzred to
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those of missiomsries and churches, such &5 The ilethodist
Chureh in Jzvan. The purpose in either case is to spread the
doctrine of the church throughout the worlé on the theory that
such doctrines sre the Truth. The dissemination of foreign .
culture is not an end in either case a2lthough there 1is an
element inevitably of such disseminetion as long =s the ori-
ginal missionaries are foreigners. The philosophical purvose,
however, apart from the dissemination of doctrine, is mores to
create a bridege between cultures than to transplant one cul-
ture or to replace one with another.

4, Mr. Nagatomi was born in Jeapan oun December 24, 1201. EHe
graduated from high school in Janan and attended Ryuioku Uni-
versity in Xyote, Japan, from April, 1813, to April, 1827.
e He iived in Canada from April, 1930, to January, 1384. e was
' then in Janan for nine months and came to San Francisce in
. Septsmber, 1234, where he was tae priest of The San Francisce
Vv, Buddhist church untii ¥ay, 1942. Evidently he ceme in on & =
- mon-guota immigranils nessport.” ¥o guestion has been raised
as to his immigrant status in this country. He answered fyesh
to glternative Question 28. He was granted leave clearance
in August, 1844.
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