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Langunar,
Nove 21, 194E.

wy CGear L' Balliully : .

Yhank you 80 wuch for such an original Christusas card. 1
gon't know when I've fell wue perscinal touch thal yours gives. 'e,
100, in our own litlle way up here atl Menganar are atltewpiing to
make our own Christueas cercs ant tc make thew as apropos of our
locution &s poseible. 1've always wondered whal the art teacher
has that I haven't. Now I know; she's teaching all wy pupils
how to mmke lleir own presents and cardes. May I teke lessons {row
youi
: I know you want 10 .ieern all sbout Manzensr anc my teaching
position here. iay I firsi tell you that it's ghe windiect, dustiest,
woet cesolate spot in California. Of course, 1'll probably Le
challengec to & bet on that with soue of our other relocution
centers. Dut, despite all ihis, tle desert gels under one's skin
(that may ve teken literally and figuratively) and I actuully like
llanzenar, weather and 2ll, in some of its milder mouwentse. Whbn a
bad dust storm couwes along anc you cantt see the next darpvack
iwenty feet away, when you think you're suffocating aud the food on
your plete alli looks the sawe becuuse of a nice, thick coat of
uiack sanc, then you peck up snd swear you're leaving thet nbght,
never to return. Fortunately, for the pupils, shall we say, it
calms cdown bLefore leaving tiwe, snc your wind is resiorec 1o its
former cali staute of resigunatiion. . ¢

but you musin't think thatl it's aiways this way al lanzener.
Some cays it's werm anc clear and still, anc you look to the Eierra
levadas, enow-cappec now, anc ceclare you've never se-n egytihing
80 breathtekingly beautiful as the cesert running into the mounlains.
For, you see, lanzanar is on ihe cesert hemmied in by mountuing,
the mounteins on the west being much the higher and only seven miles
GwaYe 4 i ;

In reality, we've only £30 miles north of Los Angeles, butl it
ceems like thousands we're €0 isolated and dependent upon oursalves
for amusement., Qur nearest town to the south i Lone Fine anu 1o
the north, Incepencuence, & thriving town with one grocery siore,
one general store, and no theutre, tut with the grandest people
you'a ever want to know. ZAcrose the highway from camp and up end
cown the whole of Inyo County are airports where CPT (Civikian
2ilot Training) boys &are veing treained. Almost every week &ariy
planes land, bringing officicls to inepect anc iuvestigate concliions
&t camp. Then we all cash to the mess hall five wuinutes before
schecule to assure ourselves of getiing a place.  IV'e slrange Low
populer tie mecs hall is. Need 1 say our foou is excellentl

when Manzaner was first set up, it wes unuer seven uifferent
leads; now the authority is civided Lelween iLhe aruy and Wal (War
selocation Authoriiy), of which by Meier of Wasiingion, L.C. is
supreme head. ©5Soon, however, &e I uncerstiand ity lhe &ruy will De
turning it over entirely to the Vid. ~

The ceuwp exlends seven Liles norih anc south and east Lo lue
foothélls, butl ihe cemp proper or pesidence section is one mile
sqguare, and a Japanese must have a specieal permit to get beyond the
mile sqQuare, as no Jupanese &1 allowed oulside the camp. angener
accomodates 10, CUC Japanese and several liuncred Caucasians, many
of whom live either in Lone Pine or Inuependuence. The ceup is
mathematically lailc ocutj we now Lave 36 blocks, each oonsisting of
6ixteen Larracke, eight on & side &nc in the center clearing are
the lacies' and men's rest roows with showers anc basing, a leuncry
room, and ironing room. ¥ach block has its own ness hall anc
block leacer, whose cuty it is 1o supply the needs of the people in
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%*s:bﬁﬁ°k° o %&r?a?k is divided into four apartments, about twenty~
“?uxuxeethlong each, and in lhese apartmenis live an entire Japanece
I?hi+¥) tie average being four to five people, sometimes more,.
cccm&fonaixy.;gaa; thus in every block lhere are avoul sixty people.

Come of ilhe barracks are used as recreution centers, ofiices,
and school bullaings. Ve leachers live in block seven, which is
nearest the Lighway anG Ulie seilry, anc the Ligh school classes are
held in our block so we have only a few yards to walk to our class=-
rooms. You can imegine how convemibent that is when you gel up, say
fifteen minutes before school begins! In the high school we have
about 1000 pupils and thirty pupilex teachers; mostl of us are youngs
and if I Go say &0, we are one ofl the finest and most cooperative
groupe Iwve ever known. If we hadn't been, we coulan't have stuck
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it out as we have. 1 have six clésses a day - 45 minutes each =«
three of tenth grade World Ceograuphy and history, one of American
liistory = eleventh grade, and two classes in Latin, Beginning end
acvgnce, but in my acvanced Latin class, I have four classes, covering
iwo years. And here I'd like to give a word of credit to my pupilss
they are taking things with the finest spirit anc are very cooperative.
For the first month we had no chairs at all; I c¢idn't even have one
'1il I actueally appropriatec « coilapsible chair from an unsuspecting
neighbor. Nor éic we have any sloves. On very colé wornings I1'G
heve the pupils do warming up exerciese; once 1 even suggestiec they
chase themselves around the barracks. Once we sal oul in what we
optbuistically termed the sunlight; that was distinctly a wistake;
100 many irreverent people came glong. You may be sure the pupils
didn't get much studying done. Several caye we hald no claceesy.
either because of the cold or & bac dust storm. Strange Lo say
both pupils anc teachers were pletced. Put for the pect month
we've been running on a regular schedule and have Leen making out
well, I now have 26 chairs in my room, a slove, an¢ & blackboarc!
ihe surplus of the class, the boys you may be sure, sits on the floor.
Some bellance their books on their knees, some bring apple crates
10 write on, and some huddle around my cesk, not because they are
so fond of me, but because they can sit on my wasle paper basketl
and write on my desk. To this I have not objectedj after all
we 're all aiming toward the same thing -- education anc democracy.

I have no problem of discipline whatsoever, not that they're such
angels, but they know when I mean they shall be quiet. Al first,
they were very shy anc unresponsive, butl 0ot £0 nNow. We're ald

good friends anc I flatter myself into believing they all like ne.
26 I looked arounc the class the other cay the thought sudcenly
struck me that I had completely forgotien they were Japanese. in

a couple weeks a lot of us are going hiking, Deller spy walking

on Seturday morning. I'll have to get a gpecial perwit Lo €O &0,
ané then we'll walk toward the mountains. I'm going 10 De very
careful to warn the sentry first to say at leasi, "Hally who goes
there?, before shooting. Seriouily, however, 1 feel very prouc of
my studente and of myself. 1In all humbleness, il lakes & goou
Americal like myself to endure the physical aspecils of the camp and
to meke good Americans of these, for the most part, American born
c¢hildren, who know nothing but what tley have read from our books.
iné I have no cdoubt but that most of tlem are Americans to lhe corej
even to the names of their clubs|~ Sierra Sues, if you pleasel DUy
the way, umy beginning letin class wants me to write Letin words for
‘"praise the Lord, anc¢ Pass the Asmunition.” It's remarkeble the
ability they ascribe to their teacherd :

Dut this letter is exceeding the bounds of an ordinary letter
an¢ going into an epistle. I have so much to tell about the layoul
of the camp, the hospital, newsppper, government, camouflage, amusing
incicents; so more of tLie next time, and besides, I think the wind is
wafting the ocor of foo¢ toward me. So for now, goodbye,
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