1896

1902

1921,
July

SF.

SF.,
Sausalito

Fresno area

Kentsu's Chronolgy

Téki Higa one of first to enlist in non-commis-
sioned officer school in Jpn army. Sent to front in
Sino-J. war. Old army friend of Kentsu, gave him
sword given to him by Sun Yat Sen, C in C. of
revolution. K. said to have ret. OK "a few years

ago.

Seijd Nakaza also early OK military man, hero of
Sino-J. war. Strong in marital arts.

"On Sunday towards the end of July 1921, a sumo
match was held in Kissen Higa's camp in Wahtoke
Park, 20 miles northeast of Fresno [This would
have been near Centerville, which was near
Sanger, which was northeast of Fresno]. Many OK
migrant farm workers in the Fresno area had
gathered in late July and the beginning of August
for grape-picking. The prime mover of the sumo
meet was Kentsu Yabe (father of Kenden Yabe),
who was living at Shogyu Asato's farm, which was
about 5 miles away from Higa's camp. Shogyu
Asato (the father of Shoichi) had a 240 acre
vineyard. 'Sergeant’ Kentsu Yabe was a great fan
of sumo. In Okinawa, he had been so enthusiastic
that he got involved in every match that came up.
His talking of sumo fired up all the younger men,
and they decided to hold a big match ......... Ly

"Before the start of the grape-picking season
in the Fresno area in August 1922, another sumo
contest was held in Asato's camp at the urging of
Kentsu Yabe. " ...... The sumo tournament was a
great success ......

[T. Higa didn't say this, but elsewhere it's been
explained in the OK book that OK sumo (tegumi)is
different from Edo sumo. In OK sumo, there is no
dohyo (a ring), and to win a match, a contestant
must either cause another to fall, or must pin the
opponent's shoulders.]

k. 0.p.14

Kenden, 0.p.17

t.higa.o.p.339




Kenden's Chronology

1940,
Aug

L.A. (Cont.)

naka.o.p.74,
75
"As for his ceasing to be a Christian, this
was certainly a revolution in his beliefs, but
it was a revolution which was brought about ;
by his deep study of science and from real life. ,./
As far as he was concerned, a man might de- Vi
clare himself a Christian or deny it. It was all //

right either way. For him, to be a Christian or 4
a Buddhist had no significance. He wanted only
to continue to live steadily as a man. His ideal
was to live honestly and steadfastly as a ma
one who, for his own individual happiness 4ds
well as the happiness of all mankind, thoGght
about Christ's cross and the sufferings/of
Buddha."

“The truth is he was a man wh
step by step towards his ideal,

ness cruelly robbed us
"Our sorrow and lo

we have his spirittal legacy to carry on with,
especially for our nisei. May it shine ever
more brightly jA our hopes and aims."

"May the/soul of Yabe Kenden rest in ever-
lasting peace."

translated for Chiyo Nakamura
from Ryuku No. 7, (1941)[sic]
by Ben Kobashigawa
June 4, 1986

23




1927

1927

1930

1930,
June

LA ?

Hawaii &
mainland

us.
mainland

Hawaii

“There was a time, around 1927, when a number
of young people were displaying their martial
arts skills at a banquet. Kentsu Yabe, one of the
onlookers, praised the karate of Nakamura [Koji]
as 'the real thing'. "

"Kentsu Yabe was called over in 1927 by his
son, Kenden Yabe, and came to Los Angeles. He was
a second lieutenant, the first OK military person.
People honored him as 'Sergeant Yabe.' After his
retirement from the military, he had been a
physical education instructor in a normal school,
where he provided training in karate. The school
teachers who were taught by him at the normal
school, gave instructions in schools all over the
prefecture, laying the cornerstone for the modern
development of karate. His son invited him to
leave the normal school and come over to the
United States, but with the condition, so it is said,
that he not "wear his sword."

"Once Kentsu Yabe arrived here, he abandoned
his samurai (a feudal warrior in Japan) garb and
took pleasure in doing farm work with the young-
er people. No one here learned karate from Yabe
directly, but on his return to OK, he stopped off in
Hawaii for a short visit and took charge of leading
the karate [kata] exercises. Although we digress a
bit, Yabe learned a great deal about samisen (the
stringed musical instrument) and the performing
arts in Hawaii from one of his students there,
Ryokin Nakama. Once in Okinawa, he began
collecting samisen, starting with the Nishihira
Kaisho. Many famous instruments were saved
from damage during the war by him."

Ret. Rear Adm. Kenwa Kanna OK military man also

Adm. Kanna goes to mainland.

Adm. Kanna (memb. Jpn. House of Rep) arrives to
raise funds for Ok Emigrants Hall in OK. Big
controversy.

acc. to
s.tam.o.p.341

acc. to
t.hig.0.p341

this entire section
by Tsugio
Miyashiro,
0.p.341

Seiyei Wakukawa,
u.142

Also, photo
Uchinanchu

Chron. u.565

Chron. u.565




Kenden's

1939

1939,

1940,
Aug

Chronology

LA.

L.A. Evergreen
Cemetery

LA.

[In Ryukyu, Vol. 6, Kenden wrote an article k.o.p.481-82
with the class of a lyric poet, a eulogy for the |
late Tokuta Nishime.]

wr
Dedication of monument to Tokuta Nishime by naka.o.p.73
OK community.

Memories of Kenden Yabe written b)y'Shingi naka.o.p.74,
Nakamura published in OK Kenjipkai journal, 75
Ryukyu, Volume 7, dated 1940:

“Yabe Kenden, who suffergd from high
blood pressure these last f6ur or five years,
died on the evening of Ngvember 21, 1939,
leaving behind his belovéd wife and three
daughters. Born around the 21st year of Meiji
(1888), he cannot haye been more than a
year or two past fifty.

"l believe | mgt him for the first time
around the end of 1925, very soon after |
came down to LA. from S.F. My days were
spent working /at the boardinghouse, cleaning
up one day apd the next day, working in the
garden. Kenden and Ry&kd Uesato would come
visit me thére, and the 3 of us would talk,
either sitfing or lying on the single bed.

"The' Kenjinkai had just dissolved in May of
that year [1925] to become the Nanka OK
Kaigi/Kyokai (Okinawan Overseas Association)
and/Yabe was elected secretary. | had not been
much involved with the other OKs up until
then, and was not connected with any of the OK

rganizations. Eventually, | began to receive
invitations & visited the Kaigai Kyokai.

Later, | took over Yabe's position, and we
worked together for the next 3-4 years in the
Kaigai Kyokai.

"Kenden came from Shuri. He emigrated to
Hawaii when he left middle school. He har-
vested as well as ate plenty of millet on the
plantations in HI until he came over to the
mainland in 1912. | once saw on his visa that
he was here to study theology. It appeared that
he was a Christian from the time he was in OK.

"He belonged to a church for a number of
years after he came to America, but | never
heard that he went to a seminary. Neverthe-
less, he seemed to have studied it a great deal
and was well versed in religion and philoso-
phy. He had a good mind and, above all, a
strongly developed spirit of inquiry, a man of
broad knowledge and deep understanding.

"While he spent some time in S.F. after his
arrival, it was really L.A. that had the central
place in his life. Although he stayed in the city
[L.A.], he often worked on the farm. He used to
go out to Impefid Valley to pack melons in the

6o
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