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Hawaii Fills Quota for Army’s

Nisei Combat Team; Volunteers
Jam Territory’s Draft Offices

American-Bon,a

HONOLULU, T. H. — Within
a few hours after the announce-
ment from Lt. Gen. Delos C. Em-
mons, commanding general of
the Army’s Hawaiian depart-
ment, that American-born Jap-
anese would be accepted for ac-
¢ Aive._combat duty in a new unit
to go into training at Camp
. Shelby, Mississippi, selective ser-
vice offices here were jammed
with Japanese Americans anxi-
; ous to take a “crack at the Axis.”
It was reported that Ameri-
can-born Japanese began enlist-
ing as rapidly as their applica;
tions could be passed on and it
was expected that the quota of
1500 for Hawaii would be ex-
3 %

Reports here said that the in-

. itial group of 1,500 will 'sail for

the mainland to go into training
at Camp Shelby within a few
weeks,

Following upon the commenda-
tion expre by Gen. Emmons
for the participation of Hawaii's
population of “Japanese ancestry
in the war effort, ‘other sources
noted that Japanese have been
important factors in helping con-
struct fortifications, in advanc-
ing the rapid excavation and
completion of air-raid shelters,
and in all other activities where
they have been asked or permit-
ted to serve.

Although one battalion from

* Hawaii, composed entirely of
Hawaiians- of Japanese descent.
is already in combat training on
the mainland as the 100th In-
fantry Battalion, the drafting of
Japanese Americans had been
cancelled since Pearl Harbor, A
Los Angeles Times reporter,
Kyle Palmer, in Hawaii on spe-
cial assignment, found that hun-
dreds of university students of
Japanese descent, unable for
more than a year to enlist in the
armed forces, have insisted upon
being enrolled in labor battal-
ions,

“In talking to some of these
boys, the feeling is inescapable
that they are bewildered by the
shadow jof suspicion that lies up-
them; that they would gladly
risk their lives to prove their
loyalty,” Palmer wrote.

These labor battalions of
young Americans of Japanese
descent, known as the “V. V.
V.’s”, have been working on
war lconstruction at soldier’s pay.

British' Columbia~
Seeks to Prevent
Nisei Education

VICTORIA, B. C.—The provin-
cial government of & British Co-
lumbia will sponsor legislation to
prevent education of school chil-
dren of Japanese ancestry in Brit-
ish Columbia schools during the
present legislative session which
opened Tuesday.

The ban on education for evac-
uee children by provincial authori-
ties was expected to pass over
the vigorous protests of the op-
position party. School boards
would have a legal right to re-
ject students of Japanese ances-
try if the measure passes.

At present most of the school-
ing of young children in the re-
location cities established in' Slo-
can Valley and other centers in
eastern British Columbia is be-
ing conducted by young Canadians
of Japanese ancestry.

Japanese Begin Enlisting As Soon
As Change in Army Policy Regarding Nisei
Announced by Gen. Delos C. Emmons

WASHINGTON — The War
Department reported Tuesday
that applications jof Hawaiian
Japanese forthe voluntary induc-
tion into the Army’s new Jap-
anese American combat team al-
ready far exceeds the quota of
1500 set for the Hawaiian Is-
lands.

It was also reported that' qual-
“ified volunteers for this new
Army unit, being recruited in
WRA relocation centers and in
all parts of the cotinental United
States as well as the Hawaiian
Islands, may expect induction
within 30 to 60 days after volun-
teering, according to reports.

The War Department released
a wirephoto from Hawaii Mon-
day which showed volunteers
thronging a draft board at Wai-
pahu, near Honolulu. More than
110 employvees of one plantation
near Honolulu volunteered.
Among volunteers was one Ha-
waii-born Japanese, 40 years of
age and the father of six chil-
dren. ¢ -
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War Depaﬁment
Contacts Nisei
Reserve Group

Walter Tsukamoto Wires
Secretary Stimson
Volunteering Services

Although the War Department
has not yet called up American-
born Japanese with reserve offi-
cers’ commission, it contacted them
on Tuesday, Feb. 9, by letter and
special forms with a view to reach-
ing a final decision shortly about

them. according to word from
Washington.
Several Japanese Americans

with reserve commissions have of-
fered their services to the United
States Army following the War
Department’s announcement of
Jan. 28 on the formation of g Jap-
anese American combat team.
One of them, Walter Tsukamoto,
Sacramento attornev and former
national president of the Japanese
American Citizens League, wired
;ecretary of War Stimson on Feb.

“T have reonested immediate ac-
tive dutv and assienment to my
commanding general five times
since the war but was advised my
Japanese ancestry precluded such
assigenment. T have been a reserve
officer continuallv since 1927, and
my sole reason for becoming an
officer was, of course, to serve m
country in time of need. May
be~ of you to bring about my im-
mediate assignment. My wife and
five children, all loval Americans,
join with me in this reomest.”

Tsukamoto, now at the Tule Lake
relocation center, holds a reserve
commission as a captain in the
Judge Advocate General’s depart-
ment of the United States Army.

To Visit Several
RelocationA Centers

WASHINGTON —' Senator Al-
bert Chandler (D., Ky.), chatr-
man of the senate military af-
fairs subcommittee to investigate
conditions in the ten war relo-
cation centers for Japanese evac-
uees, will. visit several relocation
projects this month while en route
to Los “Angeles a a
Washington’s birthday ‘Democrat-

City and spent two days at the
Central Utah relocaticn center at
» Topaz.

‘ule Lake Hawaiians
Declare Selves for
Yoluntary Induction

NEWELL, Calif. — Block 39
Hawaiians are 100 percent be-
hind Secretary of War Stim-
son’s- decision for voluntary in-
duction of nisei into the armed
forces of the United States, they
declared in a letter to the Tule-
an Dispatch last week.

The -letter expressed the hope
that leaders of the JACL will
take the initiative and thus set
the example for the rest of the
nisei in the Project.

Many of the Hawaiians have
relatives and friends in the na-
tionally publicized 100th Infan-
try at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin.

Wirin Will Be
JACL Counsel
In Court Tests

Will File Briefs For
Citizens League in
Regan, Oshiro Cases

Appointment of A. L. Wirin,
Los Angeles attorney, as legal
counsel for the National Japanese
American Citizenfj League was an-|
aoka, national secretary of the
JACL.

Mr. Wirin, who is regarded as
outstanding attorney on civil rights
cases, will represent the JACL in
the Regan Native Sons case in the
U. 8. Distriet Court of Appeals in
San Francisco on Feb. 19 and in the
Oshiro case in the California State
Court of Appeals in Los Angeles
on Feb. 24.

He will file briefs and the JACL
will appear as a “friend of the
court” in both cases. In the Regan
case he will represent the JACL
jointly with Walter Tsukamoto,
former national JACL president.

Mr. Wirin, a graduate of Har-
vard University in 1921 and Boston
University Law School in 1924, has
had a distinguished career in the
practice of law in Las Angeles,
specializing in civil rights cases on
behalf of individual Americans,
trade unions and race minority
groups.

He is at present the -Southern
California. counsel for the
National office .of the American
Civil Liberties Union. He served
as counsel for the Southern Cali-
fornia ACLU from 1937 to 1942.
During this period he also repre-
sented the Southern California C1I0
as counsel. He was senior office
attorney for the National Labor
Relations Board in Los Angeles
from 1938-35 and 1935-37.

A notable case in which Mr.
Wirin has figured was the “con-
tempt of court” conviction of the
Los Angeles Times which concern-
ed the “freedom of the press”
rights of newspapers to comment
on court decisions. He successfully
appealed the conviction of the Los
Angeles Times in the Supreme
Court of the United States.

Mr. Wirin conferred with mem-
bers of the national headquarters
staff of the JACL on the Regan
and Oshiro cases in Salt Lake City
on Wednesday.

Nisei Captain Wins
Promotion- to Major
At Camp Grand :

Captajin Kahn Uyeyama of the
United States army has been pro-
moted to the rank of major, ac-
cording to word received by friends
in Salt Lake City.

Major Uyeyama, formerly a E -
sician in San Francisco JACL, is
stationed at Camp Grant, Il

He recently visited Salt . Lake

five thousand loyal Americans

democracy.”

cestry,” the President stated.

the greatest contribution.

My Dear Mr. Secretary:

regardless of ancestry.

work essential to the war effort.

important to the war effort.

— ]

- ¢ Endorses Army’s
Nar Services for Nisei

Cites ‘Nearly Five Thousand’
American-Born Japanese
Now in Country’

“Americanism Is Not, and Never Was, a Matter
Of Race or Ancestry,” Chief Executive
Writes Secretary of War Stimson on Feb. 1

s Armed Forces

WASHINGTON—President Roosevelt this week endorsed the
Arr}qy’s new Japanese American combat team which will begin
training shortly for combat service in an active theatre of war
and declared that these new volunteers will add to the “nearly

of Japanese ancestry who are

already serving in the armed forces of our country.”

In a letter to Secretary of War Stimson, the President fore-
saw the eventual reinstitution of selective service procedures for
all Americans of Japanese ancestry.

The President defined a ‘“good American” as being one
“who is loyal to this country and to our creed of liberty and

“Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or an-

He qeclared that all loyal Americans sRould be givex‘l the
opportunity to serve this country wherever his skills ‘will make

The President declared that he was glad to observe that the
War Department, Navy Department, the War Manpower Com-
mission, the Department of Justice and the War
thority are collaborating in a program which will assure the op-
fpommiw for all loyal Americans, including
nese ancestry, to serve their country.

The complete text of President Roosevelt’s letter to Secretary
of War Stimson reads as follows:

tion Au-

The White House
February 1, 1943

The proposal of the War Department to organize a combat
team consisting of loyal American citizens of Japanese descent has
my full approval. The new combat team will add to the nearly
five thousand loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry who are al-
ready serving in the armed forces of our country.

This is a natural and logical step toward the reinstitution of
the selective service procedures which were temporarily disrupted
by the evacuation from the west coast.

No loyal citizen of the United States should be denied the
democratic right to exercise the responsibilities of his citizenship,
t The principle on~which this country
founded and by which it has always been governed is that Ameri-
canism is a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism is not,
t.md never was, a matter of race or ancestry.
is one who is loyal to this country and to our creed of liberty and
democl:acy. Every loyal American citizen should be given the op-
portunity to serve this country wherever his skills will make the
greatest contribution—whether it be in the ranks of our armed
forces, war production, agriculture, government service, or other

A good American

I am glad to observe that the War Department, the N
Department, the War Manpower Commission,p.the -Depat’ rt:lent.vo,f
Justice, and the War Relocation Authority are collaborating in a
program which will assure the opportunity for all loyal Americans,
including Americans of Japanese ancestry, to serve their country
at a time when the fullest and wisest use of our manpower is all-

Very sincerely yours,

Franklin D. Roosevelt.

WASHINGTON—The use of ev-
acuees of Japanese ancestry to
‘assure a “practical solution for
Utah’s farm labor problem by
March 15” was in the hands of the
War Manpower Commission Sun-
day, it was disclosed by Represent-
ative Walter K. Granger, D, Utah,
according to the Associated Press.

Acting on an appeal from the
Sons of Utah Pioneers, Rep. Gran-
ger has suggested to the commis-
sion that Japanese American la-
bor in the state be made available
to the farmers on a 1 basis,
and that portable buildings for-
merly occupied by CCC camps be
made available flor housing the
workers. ’

Special handling of the Utah
problem was requested bythe Pilo-
neers group on the grounds thae
farms in the state ére small ana

ic banquet on February 22.

that fariners cannot meet t
federal regulations for uﬂﬂ:m“t:a

Utah Farmers Ask Evacuee Help
To Meet Manpower Shortage

labor, including the providing of
lodging and transportation.

The letter received by Granger
from the Sons of Utah Pioneers
in Salt Lake City pointed out that
war industry wages, and enlistment
and drafting into the armed ser-
vices have stripped Utah farmg of
sufficient labor for operation and
that Japanese Americans In the
state form the greatest available
supply of potential food producers,
if they are properly regimentea.

The letter stated that many
{:rms in the s:t!tekwm faced with

e pros tting lands lte
fallow this spring, and that many
rich dairy herds have been sold
for beef because the dairymen
were unable to hire help. “Assur-
a.r‘:fes th:: lit‘a’lpfwﬂl be made ‘mll
able mu orthcoming not
ter than March 15,” it said, “or
n}nn{ farmers hu:d!lnedb. forced . to
plant easily ‘grain crops
or forego planting parts of their
land altogether.” ;

‘ ‘.‘ -

“Americans of Japa-
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Wakayama Case Will Be Test
Of Army’s Evacuation Decree

Legality of Military
Orders as Affecting
Citizens Questioned

LOS ANGELES—The Amer-
ican Civil Libexties Union has
begun a test action in the fed-
eral court to determine the le-
gality of military orders under
which 70,000 American-born
Japanese were removed from
the west coast in 1942,

A writ of habeas corpus was
asked in behalf of Ernest Waka-
yama, Hawaiian-born Japanese
World War veteran and a mem-
ber of the American Legion, and
his American-born wife, Toki Wa-
kayama.

Federal Judge Henry A. Holl-
zer granted the writ Monday and
ordered it returned in his court
on March 5. Sitting with Judge
Hollzer in the case were Judges
Campbell Beaumont and J. F. T.
O’Connor.

A. L. Wirin, attorney for the
ACLU, said he will attempt to

show that a presidential order
limited the authority of the
militiary commanders to exclude
the two persons of Japanese
ancestry from military areas
and, in addition, did not include
the authority to detain them,

United States Attorney Leo
Silverstein and the state attor-
ney general’s office opposed the
habeas. corpus petition, contend-
ing the detention of Japanese is
legal and the president has au-
thority in wartime to take any
steps he considers necessary to
safeguard the nation.

Earl Warren, now  governor of

“ the state of California and fore

mer attorney general, prepared a
brief, stating:

“The evacuation measure is not
punitive but precautionary.. The
order does not mean such a prac-
tice will be continued after the
war. Among' Japanese communi-
ties along the coast, there is
enough disloyalty, potential if not
active, with possible results in
sabotage, to warrant evacuation.”

Wirin, in filing the petition,
stated:

“The test is, not if the per-
sons involved look or act as we
do, but if they think like us,

and the majority of these Japa-
nese are loyal. The evacuation
order may have been justified
by military necessity, but con-
tinued detention of Japanese
American citizens is not justi-
fied or warranted under the
American system of justice.”

Five Hundred May
Volunteer at Minidoka,
Says Idaho Official

BOISE, Idaho — About 500 of
the 1661 American-born Japanese
eligible for military service at the
Minidoka relocation center at Hunt

are expected to volunteer for Army,

combat service, Major William S.
Perry, Idaho state draft official,
said Sunday after returning from
the WRA center.

It was reported here in the Boise

- Evening Statesman that Jerome

area.farmers were opposing plans
to enlist American-born Japanese
in the Army because they need
them for harvesting work this

Evacuees Barred
From Voting by
Wyoming Bill

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — The
Wyoming House of Representa-
tives passed on Feb. 4 a Senate
approved measure to prevent
persons relocated in Wyoming
because of the war from voting
in Wyoming state elections.

The bill, aimed at the 10,000
Japanese evacuees at the Heart
Mountain relocation center, was
adopted 41 to 14 and sent to
Gov. Lester C. Hunt.

It is believed the bill does not
affect absentee voting by the
evacuees whose legal residence
is in the west coast states from
which they were moved.

Anti-Alien Bill
Approved by
Utah Senate

Twenty Senators Back
Hopkin Measure Which
Bans Alien Ownership

The Utah state senate Monday
passed the anti-alien property own-
ership bill, aimed primarily at
aliens of Japanese ancestry, with-
out debate and without a dissent-
ing vote.

The measure (S.B. 5) sponsored
by Senator Alonzo Hopkin was
passed under suspension of the
rules with 20 senators voting “aye”
and three absent. It was amend-
ed to give the attorney general
power to proceed against violators
of the act; to make it mandatory
that his office start proceedings
when a violation occurs; and to
make the act effective upon ap-
proval.

The main provisions of the bill,
which was copied from the Cali-
fornia law, are:

1. That aliens ineligible for U.
S. citizenship (Orientals) are in-
eligible to own real property in
Utah.

2. That corporations, in which
a majority of the owners are in-
dividually ineligible for citizenship,
are likewise ineligible to own real
property.

3. That where this country has
a treaty or agreement with a for-
eign country providing for reci-
prical property ownership rights,
aliens of that country may acquire
real property in this state.

4. That property may not pass
to an ineligible alien by in-
heritance.

6. That property acquired in
violation of the act shall escheat
to the state.

Senate Hopkin explained that
the bill went as far as the con-
stitution permitted. i

Tule Lake Cooperafive
Increases Membership

NEWELL, Cal—Total member-
ship of the Tule Lake Co-opera-
tive Enterprise, Inc.,, has in-
creased to 6120 following the sec-
ond membership campaign held

year.

recently, reports the Dispatch.

Student Relocation Group Will
Centralize Work at Philadelphia

In a telegram to the Pacific
Citizen this week, Dean Robert

O’Brien of the University of
Washington, who is retiring as
national director of the Japanese
American Student Relocation
Council, advised that, starting
February 15, all correspondence to
the student relocation group
should be dirécted . to. the new
consolidated office in Philadelphia,

Pa., at 1201 Chsetnut street.
Consolidation of the offices of
the Student Relocation Council is
now in process, and offices in San
isco, Portland and Seattle

. are being closed, he indicated,

Dean O’Brien said that students
must expect a slight delay in the
answering of correspondence while
the files are being moved from

the west coast to Philadelphia.

He declared that Tom, Bodine,
director of the west coast office,
will continue his personal con-
tacts with the students, spending
his entire time visiting centers
and colleges.

Trudy King and others of the
west coast staff will continue
their work in the new consoli-
dated office in Philadelphia.

Dean O’Brien, who is returning
to his post at the University of
Washington, expressed his sincere
regrets that he would no longer
have any official connection with
‘the council,

“Nevertheless, I hope to hear
from my friends,” he said.

“May I express my thanks teo
my many friends for their come
plete cooperation,” he gaid.,

By A. L. Wirin

I have accepted the privilege of
serving the JACL, as one of its at-
torneys, in association with Saburo
Kido and Walter Tsukamoto, with
a full appreciation of the vast im-
portance and the heavy responsi-
bility of the legal task ahead; I
have undertaken this assignment,
moreover, because of a profound
conviction that as one of JACL
counsel (and the one not in a de-
tention camp or relocation center),
I shall be furnished with an addi-
tional opportunity, as well as ob-
ligation, to fight the good fight on
the home battlefront not for the
rights of American citizens of Jap-
anese ancestry alone, but for all
the minority, racial, and political
groups through the United States.
It is with this spirit that I deem
the decision of the JACL staff to
appear in the Federal and Califor-
nia state courts, a vital step of
major significance in the general
struggle to preserve the rights of
all the people.

On two fighting legal fronts has
the JACL now launched cam-
paigns:

I. The fight to protect fun-
damental human rights.

II. The struggle to preserve
basic property rights, for both
alien and American Japanese,

1. To protect human rights of
American citizens, the JACL will
appear as a “Friend of the Court,”
in the Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals in Sdan Francisco next Fri-
day, February 19th, to safeguard
the American citizenship of 70,000
Nisei. Tt will oppose the efforts
of the “Native Sons of the Golden
West” to cancel the citizenship of
American born Japanese.
Appearing for the JACT, will be
Caucasian, as well as Japanese,
Negro and other lawyers represent-
ing minority racial groups in the

Wirin: JACL's Action is Step |
Of Major Significance Toward
Preserving Fundamental Rights

United States.

The race-baiting program of the
Native Sons, and the other pres-
sure groups aligned with them,
will be fought on the basis that not
alone Japanese are its prospective
victims, but all minority racial
groups in the country as well.

2. The JACL, will appear in ad-
dition, again as a “Friend of the
Court” in the California District
Court of Appeals at Los Angeles.
This time it is to be in support of
the property rights of the Japan-
ese. .

A Los Angeles judge has de-
cided that a Japanese lessee of a
hotel in Los Angeles’ “Little To-
kyo” who was himself evacuated
as well as all his roomers under
military orders, continued none-
theless to be fully liable for all
payments due under the lease. The
case is on appeal to the District
Court of Appeal. The case invol-
ves in the first place the rights
of Issei as well as Nisei; in the
second place, it affects the legal
obligations of all evacuees, not only
under leases, but by virtue of all
contracts both oral or written.
Such contracts include all obliga-
tions to pay money whether by
promissory note or otherwise.

If the case is won both Jap-
anese lessees or other Japanese
evacuees are in a position to ben-
efit substantially.

The JACL has pledged itself to
support the fight to protect such
1property interests of all evacuees,
and to cooperate in further appeal
if necessary including an appeal to
the Supreme Court of the United
States. :

This case, too, affords an oppor-
tunity te protect the rights not
alone of Japanese, but of any
others who have suffered unneces-
sary and illegal financial losses
occasioned by the war.

Groups Oppose

Open Letter Sent to
Legislators Regarding
Anti-Nisei Measures

LOS ANGELES—A letter of
protest “as Christians and as
representatives of Christian
churches” against discriminatory
proposals aimed at Americans of
Japanese ancestry in the state
legislature of California has been
sent to members of the assembly
and senate by the Church Federa-
tion of Los Angeles and the
Southern California Council of
Churches.

" The letter, dated January 30,
noted that “many of the persons
potentially affected by the pro-
posed legislation are members of
our churches” and “discrimination
against them contradicts the in-
ternational work of Christian
‘missfonary endeavor.”- .. -

The letter further pointed outs

“The state legislature and you
individual members thereof are
confronted with legislative pro-
posals which are directed against
American citizens of Japanese an-
cestry who formerly resided in
our state and who "are now relo-
cated elsewhere because of war
exigencies, but who because of
home and business ties in Cali-
fornia might be expected to re-
turn to the state following the
war. Some of this proposed legis-
lation, we are informed, provides
for the cancellation of citizenship
of those who are -American-born
and for other severe limitations
,of a discriminatory nature.

“The burden of our message to
you is to ‘protest against these
discriminatory proposals and to
urge that a spirit of justice, fair
play and far-sighted deliberation
may be exercised. It is our prayer
that our/ state and nation may
overcome any temptations to fall
to the level of that racism which
is spreading terror to so many
parts of the globe.”

The letter, signed by Alonzo
E. Bell, president of the Church
Federation of Los Angeles, and
by Dr. Donald H. Tippett, presi-
dent of the Southern California
Council of Churches, concluded:

“Your positions as legislators
inevitably cause you to face race
issues as among the most ecriti-

cal problems before our democ-

Southern California Christian

Discrimination

Forum to Discuss
Japanese Americans

NEW YORK—In order to pro-
mote a better understanding of the
role of Javanese Americans in the
national victory program, a special
forum will discuss the subject on
Saturdav, Feb. 13, at the Hotel
Commodore,

Dr. Arthur Upham Pone of New
York. nresident of the Committee
on National Morale, will be chair-
man. Sveakers on the forum will
include Dillon Myer, national WRA
director: Blake Clark, author of
“Remember Pearl Harbor”: Donald
Henderson. international president
of the TTnited Cannerv, Agricultu-
ral. Packing and Allied Workers of

America (UCAPAWA). CTO:
Louis Goldblatt, international rep-
resentative, International Tong-

shoremen’s ‘and Warehousemen’s
Union, CTO: Michael J. Oharmeier
nresident, Hotel and Cluh Emnloy-
aae TTninn, Local No, 6, AFT,: Janet
Fukuchima. chairman. Japanese
American Committee for Democra-
cv, and. Abhner Green, American
Committee for Protection of For-
eirn-Born. -

The meeting will be sponsored
bv the Jananese American Com-
mittee for Democracy and the Com-
mittee for the Protection of For-
eign Born. .

racy. Discriminatory legislation
against the members of one race
causes anxiety, restlessness and
f}*lctlon among all racial minori-
ties which look to the spirit of
{lemocmtic justice as their secur-
ity. If racial groups cannot de-
pend on the understanding. the
tolerance and the good will of
Christian democracy, their hepe is
gone, The hope turned to de-
spair will rise in global confla-
gration and racial warfare. Your
attitudes. now will have historieal
repercussions,

“In the name of the church,
we earnestly pray that you will
resist the legislative proposals
which we have referred to and
will stand for, open. constructive
and generous handling of the
problems which will exist when
the war with Japan has been
terminated.” )

E. C. Farnham is executive sec-

and the Southern California Coun-
cil of Churches. - ]

retary of the Church Federation:

s
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World at War

This week Japan lost the six-
months long battle for Guadalcanal
while the Red Armies of the Soviet
Union plunged forward in their
blitz attack against the retreating
legions of Nazi Germany. While
the remnants of the Japanese army

on Guadalcanal were evacuating
the island, Soviet forces were fight-
ing in the streets of Rostov and
were threatening Kharkov., Ger-
man retreat on the eastern front
was turning. into a full-fledged
rout. The Russians, in capturing
an annihilating German forces
tround Stalingrad had taken a Nazi
field marshal and several generals,
All in all, the German “winter
line” was leaking like a sieve. In
the north the siege on the heroic
city of Leningrad was lifted. Day
after day, the German people heard
the mournful music of the “Funer-
al March” from the Berlin radio
as the Nazis announced the defeat
at Stalingrad. So vast was the
extent of the Russian gains that
Adolph Hitler was back to where
he was 18 months ago in the bat-
tle for Russia.
* * *

As the Red Army pressed for-
ward, Ex-Ambassador to Russia
Davies, even hazarded a guess that
Hitler was dead, either a sulctde
or the victim of the German high
command . .. . Meanwhile, U. S.
Economic Stabilization Director
Bynes forecast an Allied offensive
on Hitler’s fortress of continental
Europe in 1943 as he announced a
compulsory 48-hour week for labor
in 32 manpower shortage areas.
All workers will receive time and
a half, however, over 40 hours.
. « . Shoe rationing was also am-
nounced Sunday. At one reloca-
tion center (Topaz) the commumty
council took action to obtain shoes
for evacuees at the center, since
residents of WRA centers do not
have ration books.

*, = *

In Hawaii

In Hawaii, where there have been
some demands for the evacuation
of the whole Japanese pooulation,
Lieut. Gen. Delos Emmons,
commanding the Hawaiian area,
Monday relinquished 18 major ctvil
functions which had been carried
on by the army since Pearl Har-
hor. His action served to return a
maiority of civil functions to the
civilian government in Hawaii, al-
though the island bastions are still
under martial law and the right of
habeas corpus is still suspended

Gen. Emmons who has commena-
ed Hawaii’s Japanese for their co-
overation since Pearl Harbor has
declared that there will be *no
mass evacuation” from Hawalil . . .
Return of civil functions to the
territorial government follows wup-
on 3 visit to Washington bv Gov-
ernor-General Ingram Stainback.
During the latter’s absence the act-
ing governor of Hawaii has been
Ernest Kai. .

Des Moines Police
Seek Man Who Beat
Young Nisei Domestic

DES MOINES, Towa—A “shab-
bily-dressed” man who invaded a
Des Moines home and beat a 19-
vear-old American girl of Japa-
nese ancestry into  unconscious-
ness was sought by police Satur-
day.

When she answered the door-
bell, Fumi Mae Miyuki told police,
the man asked her if she were
Jaqanese. She answered in the
affirmative and he forced her into
the kitchen, where he beat her,
the International News Service

reported.
The girl was employed as a
domestic in the home. . :

March of Dimes
Campaign Nets
$400 at Jerome

_- DENSON, Ark. — A total of
$402.73 was raised in the Jerome
Infantile Paralysis drive, reports
the Jerome Communique. A

The president’s birthday dance
netted $142, ¥

.
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Nisei Soldiers Prepare For Combat Duty

\

These official U. S. Army pho-
tos show some of the activities
in which American soldiers of
Japanese ancestry; members of
the 100th Infantry Battalion,
are engaging in preparation for
eventual combat daty in an ac-
tive theater of war. In the top
photo members of the 100th In-
fantry Battalion head toward
their objective in a simulated
landing attack. They are, left
to right, Pvt. Mamoru Takabay-
ashi, Pvt. Morris Kihara, Sgt.
Robert M, Takeo, Pfc. Naoto
Takamoto and Pfe. Arthur Ten-

gen,

In the middle photo nisei sol-
diers from Hawaii man an anti.
tank gun, nicknamed “Madame
Pele” after a famous Hawaiian
volcano. Members of the crew
are Pvt. Wallace Onume, Corp.
Tetsuo Hayashi and Corp. Harry
Nakao.

Lawyer's Guilc.
Defends Rights
Of U. S. Nisei

-SAN FRANCISCO — A sult

seeking to bar American-born Jap-
anese from voting was criticized
as undemocratic Monday by the
National Lawyers’. Guild in a
brief filed’ with the United States
Circuit Court of Appeals as a
friend of court. i

Federal Judge A. F. St. Sure
dismissed the original action
brought by John T. Regan, grand
marshal of the Native Sons of
the Golden West last July. The
Native Sons appealed.

The guild’s brief said:

“If democracy is only to be
for white people, our war aims
are meaningless and there is lit-
tle distinction between them and
Hitler's aim to conquer the world
for the . ‘Aryan; people.”

22-Year Old Evacuee, Born in
Japan, Writes to President,
Pleads for Chance tojFight

Because Henry Ebihara, 22, is
an alien, he is barred from the
armed forces of the country he
prefers to call his own — the
United States. :

But his pal “Curly” was killed
in action at Pearl Harbor. Other
friends came home maimed for
life, Then more of his friends
volunteered. “They were last heard
of as missing in the Philippines.”

"Henry Ebihara wanted to fight
to avenge the death of these
friends. But more than that, he
believes that “the fate of the free
peoples is at stake. Last week he
wrote to President Roosevelt and

to Secretary of War Stimson ask-

ing for “a chance to enlist for ac-
tive combat duty.”

The letter, written from Ebi-
hara’s present Topaz relocation
center home, declares: .

“I know you are a very busy man
and I hate to bother you like this
when you are so busy in moxe im-
portant matters., .

This is just a simple plea that
comes from within my heart, cry-
ing for someone to listen.

“I was very happy when Secre-
tary of War Stimson announced
that Nisei Americans would be
given a chance to volunteer for ac-
tive combat duty. But at the same
time I was sad—sad because un-
der your present laws I am an en-
emy alien. I am a 22-year old
boy, American in thought, Amer-
ican in act, a8 American as any
other citizen. I was born in Japan.
My parents: brought me to Amer-
ica when I was only two years old.
Since coming to America as an in-
fant, my whole life was agent in
New: Mexico. My only friends were
Caucasian boys.

“At Pear]l Harbor my pal, Curly
Mopping, was killed outright with-
out a chance to fight back when
the Japanese planes swooped down
in a treacherous attack. And
Dickie Harrell and other boys from
my home town came back maimed
for life. Then more of my class-
mates volinteered — Bud Hender-
son, Bob and Jack Aldridge, etc.;
they were last heard of as missing
in the Philippines. It tears my
heart out to think that I could not
avenge their deaths.

“The laws of this country bar
me from citizenship .— because
I am an Oriental — because my
skin is yellow. This is not a
good law and bad laws could be
changed.

“But this is not what I want to¢
bring up at this time. As you
well know, this is a people’s war.
The fate of the free people all
over the world hangs in a bal-
ance. I only ask that I be giv-
en a chance to fight to preserve
the principles that I have been
brought up on and which I will
not sacrifice at any cost. Please

- give me a chance to serve in your
armed forces.

“In volunteering for active com-
bat duty, my conscience will be
clear and I can proudly say to my-
self that I wasn’t sitting around.
doing nothing when the fate of the
free people was at stake. :

“Any of my Caucasian friends
would vouch for® my loyalty and
"sincerity.. Even now some of them
may--be sleeping an eternal sleep
in a lonely grave far away from
home, dying %or the principles they
loved and sincerely believed.

“I am not asking for any

favors or sympathy. I only ask

Evacuation Legality Will Face
Test in U. S. Court of Appeals

SAN FRANCISCO—Legal actions challenging the constitu-
tionality of the evacuation of persons of Japanese ancestry from
the west ‘coast and the legality of related military proclamations
will be heard by the United States Circuit Court of Appeals in
San Francisco on February 19th.

Three such cases have been

grouped together by the court,

as has the litigation instituted by the Native Sons of thg Golden
West and other organizations testing the citizenship rights of

Japanese Aliens
Retain Residence
" Rights, Says Kenny

SAN FRANCISCO — An
alien of Japanese nacestry,
evacuated from California
by military order and reset-
tled in a relocation center
outside the state, does not
lose his residence because
of his removal, Attorney
General Robert Kenny said
in an opinion Saturday.

The opinion was asked by
Matt Brady, San Francisco
district attorney. He wanted
to know if such a person,
in an out-of-state center,
could file for divorce in
California and submit his
case through depositions.

Kenny said it was disere-
tionary with the judge as
to whether he should grant
a decree on a deposition
and in the absence of the
complainant.

Mass Exodus
From Hawaii
Not Planned

Gen. Emmons Answers
Rumors of Japanese
Evacuation of Islands

HONOLULU, T. H. — Noting
rumors current in Honolulu con-
cerning evacuation of persons of
Japanese ancestry from the ter-
ritory of Hawaii, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Delos C. Emmons, command-
ing general of the Hawaiian de-
partment, recently reiterated that
no mass evacuation of Hawaiian
Japanese from the islands is con-
templated.

The commanding general said
that misunderstanding concerning
the army policy of evacuating
nonessential and undesirable per-
sos from Hawaii had given rise
to new rumors on Japanese evac-
uation,

“No mass or large-scale evawe
uation is intended or currently
possible,” the army announcement
stated.

It was stated that in the pres-
ent situation, evacuation will have
to be compulsory in some -cases.
However, each person or family
selected for evacuation, except
those being evacuated for secur-
ity purposes, will be given an
opportunity to discussg, his case
with the military authorities, De-
ferment wlil be granted where
circumstances. justify such action,
it was said.

Relocation on the mainland will
be under the jurisdiction of the
War Relocation Authority.

(Gen. Emmons on Jan. 28 high-
ly commended Hawaii’s Ameri-
cans of Japanese ancestry and
cited their contributions to the
island’s militiary effort.)

(In the frst two instances of
group evacuation, some 600 per-
sons of Japanese ancestry have
been moved from Hawaii to the
Jerome relocation center in Ar-
kansas.)

that I be given a chance — a
chance to enlist for active com-
bat duty. How can a democrat-
ic nation allow a technicality of
birthplace to stand in the way
when the nation if fighting for
that very thing — to preserve
the rights of free men?

“The high governmental offi-
cials. have stated oft-times that
this is a people’s struggle —
regardless of race or color. Could
it be a people’s struggle if you
bar a person who sincerely be-
lieves in the very principles we
are all fighting for from taking
part? F

“I beg you to take my plea and
give it your careful consideration.

“Sincerely, :
“HENRY EBIHARA.”

American-born Japanese.

Such importance has been attach-
ed to the actions that they will
be heard by a seven judge court,
instead of the customary three man
wrivunal. unaoubtedly, no matter
Huow une trias resuit, uie ueclsions
willl be taken to une uvnited oiawves
Supreme  Court because, in tne
opuion of many iegal observers,
ey pernaps represent vne mose
1ar reacnlug Lugation growing
ouc or woria War ii,
wvacuees wvirectly atfected

birectly arfected by the actions
are some Luo,V00 persuns or Japan-
esc ancestry now in tne relocation
centers, ana more parucularly, the
wo-uhirds of the group who are
American-born citizens.

At stake will be the power of
the miltary to evacuate certain
areas or otnerwise restrict the ac-
tivities of citizens of toreign an-
cesiry as a matter orf wartime nec-
essity.

lhe evacuation, as well as other
related steps sucn as the curtew
regulations, was accomplisned
through proclamations and exclu-
slon orders issued by Lt. Gen. John
L. DeWitt, commanaing general of
the Western Delense Conimand.

General DeWitt issued the proc-
lamations under authority granted
him in an executive oraer signed
by President Franklin D). Koosevelt
a few weeks after the outbreak of
the war. 'L'ne executive order del-
egated power of evacuation to the
Secretary of War or any ‘‘appro-
priate military cdmmander.”
urdered by en. DeWitt

While ordered by General De-
Witt, the actual physical evacua-
tion was carried out by the War-
time Civil Control Administration
established by Gen. DeWitt for
that particular purpose. The evac-
uees were delivered by the WCCA
after several months in assembly
centers to relocation centers where
they came under the jurisdiction of
the War Relocation Authority, a
civilian agency created by another
executive order,

The test cases already on file
cover four related subjects. To be
heard February 19th will be argu-
ments on actions filed by Fred T.
Korematsu, formerly of Oakland.
Calif., and Gordon Hirabayashi,
University of Washington student,
testing the validity of the evacu-
ation of the evacuation order; on
the case of Minoru Yasui of Hood
River, Ore., testing the curfew
proclamation, and the litigation
which is designed to take citizen-
ship status away from persons of
Japanese ancestry.

Endo Case Undecided

Also before the courts but not
included in this group is the habeas
corupus action of Hitsuye Endo,
former Sacramento -civil service
employee, now at the Tule Lake
relocation center, which challenges
the authority of the War Reloca-
tion Authority to confine her to
the relocation center. Miss Endo -
seeks her release to continue her
education,

Arguments in the Endo case
were heard last summer by Fed-
eral District Judge Michael J.
Roche, but the court is withhold-
ing ruling until the circuit ocurt
reaches a decision in other actions.

The case of Ernest Wakayama,
World War veteran, and his wife,
Toki, in Los Angeles has been set
for March 5. The Wakayamas who
filed habeas corpus action in Oc-
tober were issued a writ last week
in Los Angeles.

New Wyoming Senator
Criticizes Handling of
Evacuee Relocation

PHILADELPHIA—Sen. Edward
V. Robertson (R., Wyo.) Satur-
day accused the administration of
“pampering” Japanese held in war
relocation centers.

Robertson, who lives in Cody,
Wyo., said that the government’s
treatment of 11,800 persons of
Japanese ancestry at the Heart
Mountain center in Wyoming was
causing “great unrest” among the
residents there. :

“Those Japanese do mothing but
sit around all day, eat tons of

good food, and get fat,” he said.
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EDITORIALS: .
The Native Sons Case

The Native Sons of the Golden West,
a race-baiting organization for white Cali-
fornians only, in pursuing its campaign for
an Aryan America, is pressing a suit in the
United States District Court of Appeals for
_the cancellation of the citizenship rights of
not alone all Americans of Japanese ancestry,
but of other non-white extraction, with the
exception of Negro Americans. The Native
Sons, representing in this the lunatic fringe
of reaction, have announced their intention
to carry this legal test to the Supreme
Court of the United States in an effort to
reverse the high court’s decision in the
Wong Kim Ark case which has determined
the right to citizenship of any person born
within the jurisdiction of the United States,
regardless of race, creed or color.

The Japanese American Citizens League
is actively entering the Native Sons case
(Regan vs. King) and, as “a friend of
.court,” is filing a brief through its attor-
neys, A. L. Wirin and Walter Tsukamoto.
Since it is entirely conceivable that, because
of the fantastic representations made by
the Native Sons and because of the fascist-
like attitude pursued by them in their argu-
ments, the case may be thrown out of court
on a technicality, the JACL through its legal
representatives will urge that the case by
determined on its merits. In this, the JACL
will seek judicial affirmation of the Ameri-
can rights of all Americans, regardless of
racial ancestry.

It is interesting to note that Negro Amer-
icans are repudiating the Native Sons’
concept that United States citizenship is a
right for white people only, with the exception
again of Negro Americans who, according
to the Native Sons, owe their citizenship
rights to the Fourteenth Amendment. Prom-
inent Negro attorneys will sign the JACL’s
brief in the Native Sons case and have
signed the brief prepared by the National
Lawyers Guild, which is also entering this
case as “a friend of court.”

Evacuee Property

On the premise that total war demands
the total use of the machinery for produc-
tion, there is certainly merit in the demands
now being heard in California for the full
utilization of such materials and equipment
which were stored by evacuees of Japanese
ancestry before their departure for reloca-
tion centers. But the approach being made
toward the realization of the use of the
farm machinery and the rubber tires on
idle evacuee-owned cars is to be strongly
questioned.

Demands for outright confiscation have
been made, and it is also interesting to note
that many of advocates of the seizure of this
war-needed equipment, like certain Ameri-
can Legion posts, have previously recom-
mended other punitive measures against the
state’s residents of Japanese ancestry.

In the matter of idle rubber tires, given
wide publicity by the McClatchy press in
California, a fantastic claim has been made
that there are 20,000 to 25,000 cars stored

by the evacuees and the figure of 100,000

idle tires has been published. By this rea-
soning there is one car stored on the west
‘coast for every four or five persons in the
_ relocation centers. The estimate of the
War Relocation Authority that there are
from 8,000 to 10,000 cars in dead storage
is probably much closer to the truth, al-

}
|

Segregation Not Implied

A point has been raised in some quarters,
in connection with the army’s announcement
of the formation of a complete combat team
to be composed wholly of Americans of
Japanese ancestry, that this constitutes an

- extension of that segregation which was the

result of racial evacuation. There is, among
those of Japanese descent who were evacu-
ated from the west coast, an understandable
fear of anything which smacks of racial
distinctions, of “Jim Crowism.”

The question whether the formation of a
Japanese American combat team is an ex-
presdion of race segregation was admirably
answered this week by Lieutenant William
L. Tracy and his War Department recruiting
team at the Central Utah relocation center
when the question was presented to them.
The answer, which reflects the sincerity of
the War Department in this entire situation,
should put to rest any fears the Japanese
Americans may hold on the subject of seg-
regation.

“The organization of your men into a
separate combat team is not segregation. It
is the means of making the most effective
‘use of your strength for the good of the
national war effort and for the ultimate
good of all Japanese Americans. There will
be other Japanizse Americans taken into the
army and they will be assigned in the same
way as any other American soldier.
organization of a separate Japanese Ameri-
can combat team has the distinct and very
definité advantage and value of bringing
the Japanese American question to the atten-
tion of the American public and to estab-
lish their position as loyal American citi-
zens.”

The War Department’s proclamation on
this Japanese American combat team de-
clares:

“The effort is not a campaign or a drive,
but is an attempt to find a workable solution
for the acute wartime problem of one
portion of our population. Its fundamental
purpose is to put your situation on a plane
which is consistent with the dignity of
American citizenship. “

“Americans of Japanese ancestry are
wanted to fight for the United States like
any other citizens. They are wanted for
combat duty where they are fitted for com-
bat duty and for war work where they are
best suited for war work. They are wanted
because the government and the army are
convinced of their loyalty. . . .”

The War Department’s action reinstituting
military service for Americans of Japanese
ancestry and its statements and proclama-
tion accompanying the announcement of that
decigion is heart-warming assurance that the
fires of democracy and justice still burn
brightly across this whole broad land. Ameri-
cans of Japanese ancestry will guard dearly
the faith and trust shown in them by the
government of the United States.

though even this figure may be an excessive
one. Thousands of cars were sold by the
west coast Japanese before evcauation, while
hundreds of others were disposed of, either
by sale to the army or to used car dealers,
after the evacuees were in assembly centers.

In the matter of farm equipment, ‘al-
though a large percentage was immobilized
through storage, an equally large percent-
age has been rented, sold or loaned and has

It is reassuring that government au-
thorities have taken a  “cautious attitude”
on the problem, despite the public and edi-
torial clamor which is similar in many ways
to the demands one year earlier for evacua-
tion, and are awaiting the completion of a
War Relocation Authority survey before tak-
ing any definite action.

The reservoir of prewar grade rubber
on the cars stored by the evacuees will
help ease the present dire shortage of tires.

In the matter of farm machinery it should
be determined whether the present demands
for confiscation or for forced sale stem
from immediate necessity for such equip-
ment in production and not from any desire
to eliminate the threat of postwar competi-
tion by taking away the tools with which
the evacuee may resume production. If an
urgent need for such equipment exists, gov-
ernment authorities should assure that the
rights of the evacuees' will bé“protected” in
any arrangement which may be deemed nec-

essary.

The

remained in production on west coast farms. .

AN AMERICAN HERO

By Fukuhara

& [
%MQL
L_by LARRY TAJRRI
Abraham Lincol

We spent a few moments of an
afternoon one day about a year ago
at the Lincoln memorial in Wash-
ington. Japanese planes had left
their calling cards of destruction
at Peurl Harbor on a Sunday morn-
ing some weeks before. The United
States was at war and Washington
was already gearing. itself to its
function as the brain of a great
and sprawling nation, Hotels were
jammed; restaurants were full, and
the huge, cow barn-like Union
Station was already alive with men
in uniform, government girls and
well-dressed civilians with brief-
cases. It was impossible to get a
cab on Pennsylvania avenue.

It is only a few minutes from
the cgeyphony of F' street and the
metallié clatter of the cafeterias to
the quiet hill which the Amerian
people have dedicated to the im-
mortal memory of a common man
who has helped insure for all time
the rights of his fellow men. There,
in the massive austerity of Tennes-

see marble, is the people’s tribute
to Abraham Lincoln. And there, the
great seated figure of Lincoln in
stone looks out over the land he|
loved. “With malice toward none,
with charity for all,” the great
carved inscription reads, “With
firmness in the right, as God gives
us to see the right.”

In these days of war, as Amer-
ica fights to preserve the freedoms
for which Lincoln fought and died,
it is well to remember that the
common, ordinary people of Amer-
ica have dedicated their shrines in
Washington to the memory of three
men, all builders, all humanita-
rians, Washington freed this coun-
try from tyranny. Jefferson de-
fined its democratie course. Lin-
coln saved it and renewed its faith.
And the bullet from Booth’s gun
may have killed the mortal Lin-
coln but for the people of Amer-
ica and the world Abe Lincoln has

never died., He has been, and will
remain, a symbol of freedom and
equality, Today, as in Lincoln’s

day, the issue is fundamentally one
of the right of the state and of
property as opposed to human
rights. Lincoln would hayve fought
as fiercely and as uncompromis-
ingly today against the Nazi-fas-
cists and the rampant Japanese
militarists as he did in his time
against the an aristocrats of
the south. It is perhaps significant
that the brave young Americans
who went to the aid of the young
Spanish republic in 1937 in the
dress rehearsal of the world war
against fascism and who left their

USA

nin 1943

sty brown soil ‘of Spain, called
themselves the Abraham Lincoln
Battalion. And the first American
Japanese to fight in that gallant
struggle was a New York restau-
rant worker, Jack Shirai, who died
behind a machine gun at Brunete.

It is, after all, the same war. It
is the war for freedom and against
slavery, whether the war aims In-
clude the emancipation of the Ne-
gro or the emancipation of the
Chinese millions or the freeing of
the unhappy peoples of Nazi Eu-
rope. The war has been waged on
a thousand fronts, over a period
of centuries. With each battle, with
each war, the people of the war
have neared the final victory over
the lords of aggrandizement and
power-hungry dictators. And in
this war we fight today the free-
dom-loving peoples must keep thelr
war aims and their e goals
sharp and clearly defined, We
must win, hot only the military
war, the war for space and defi-
nite terrestrial objectives, but the
greater war for freedom, not alone
for ourselves, but for all the other
people of the world. The victory
of the democratic powers can mean
a new emancipation proclamation
for all the subject peoples, for the
decent people of Japan and Ger-
many as well. Annihilation of the
military masters of the Axis com-
~birmation will mean a new oppor-
tunity for the peoples of those na-
tions to join again with the free

oples of the world in striving

or a better world society, Lincoln
would like that.

About a year ago we spent a
few moments on a quiet hill in
Washington. We sat on the steps
of the Lincoln memorial, watching
the dusk come to Washington. Like
Mr. Smith in Frank Capra’s fable,
we think the experience helped re-
charge our faith in democracy. As
a nisei American that faith has
ben sorely -tested by the events of
the year that followed. But we be-
lieve it has remained firm and
strong.

On this wartime Lincoln’s Birth-
day it is good to know that things
have changed again for all nisei
Americans, The government and
the War Department, in the midst
of a great war, has, in the past
two weeks, clearly demonstrated
its faith in wus, has definitely
shown that this is not a race war.
é&be Lincoln would have liked that,
00.

HENRY FUKUHA the
artist whose impression of Abra-
ham Lincoln appears on this
page, is a resident of the Man-
zanar relocation center in Cali-
fornia. A landscape architect in
in Santa Monica, he was the
president of the Santa Monica

blood and their bodies in the thir-

JACL. prior to evacuation.
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From the Frying Pan

By BILL HOSOKAWA

Issei Japanese Among Pioneers of American W est

A west coast newspaper recently put the question of return-
ing evacuees before the public in its public opinion column where
a reporter goes about asking people on the street what they

think of current issues.
Of seven or eight persons

would be willing to see evacuees return.

questioned, only one said she
The others, in more

or less similar language, declared that they did not want evacuees

to come back to their pre-war

Running }l{i(ke a theme through
the answers of these persons was
the declaration that “we don’t need
them, we are getting along without
them, so we don’t want them.”

In the first place the question
as put by the reporter was' mis-
leading. It asked if they would
permit “Japanese” to return to
their homes. The answers might
have been different if, for instance,
the people had been asked about
their “fellow citizens of Japanese
extraction.”

At any rate, this newspaper
item is indicative of the feeling
among many people on the West
Coust that we, as a group, do not
“belong”. They seem to feel that
we are a foreign element, permit-
ted to reside in their United States
on sufferance, and to be allowed
that privilege only so long as our
presence was of benefit to them
in one way or another,

Many, apparently, do not seem
to know that most of the older
Japanese are to be numbered
among the pioneers of the Ameri-
can west. This is more true in
the Northwest which was develop-
ed later than California. But in
portions of interior California as
well as farther north, it was Jap-
anese labor coming in during the
lusty, vigorous period of settlement
and éevelopment that provided val-
uable manpower in hastening prog-
ress.

In certain districts whole val-
leys were wrested from the wild-
erness and converted into some
of the richest farming country in
the nation by these immigrants
from the Orient.

It will be important to stress
this phase of the background in
educating the American - public
about the evacuees. Giant strides
have been taken in recent days to-
ward improving public feeling to-
ward evacuees, and these can be
supplemented by an educational
program telling the public about
the contributions the evacuees have
made toward American greatness.

There is a passage which might
be applied to our peculiar position
in an article on Abraham Lincoln
by Harold J. Laski appearing in a

recent Reader’s Digest. Laski
writes: g
“Lincoln is America, and

America is democracy. It is a
prophecy, but it is also a warn-
ing. For the America that Lin-
coln means, the democracy he
preserved, does not maintain it-

homes.

self. It has to be safeguarded
always; it has to be fought for
always. For America, like every
other land, has no other clue to
its freedom than the willingness
of men to give their lives for
the dream; as Lincoln gave his
life. America is always in mor-
tal peril, from selfishness and
greed, from the powerful who
want yet more power, from the
ignorant who fear the innovating
power of thought.”

In our battle to save democratic |

action from the selfishness and
greed -of both the powerful and ig-
norant, our actions now and future
will speak far more -eloquently
than any recital of long-past ac-
complishments. But it will not be
amiss to let the hundreds of thou-
sands who never heard of Japanese
in America until the war know
more fully our historic role in the
United States. Where an individ-
ual’s outlook is not warped by fear,
greed or blind hating prejudice,
presentation of such facts cannot
but help bring about better under-
standing.

Prof. Obata, Wife

Give Lectures in

Salt Lake City :

Professor and Mrs. Chiura Oba-
ta of Topaz, Utah, were in Salt
Lake City last week for. three
days of art lectures, demonstra-
tions and short talks before in-
terested groups at the University
of Utsh and city groups..

Thely were accompanied by Mrs.
Kim Obata, dietician at Topaz;
Grace Iida, Mr, Obata’s secretary,
and Shigeo Aoki of the adult edu-
cation department.

On Wednesday morning, the
addressed three groups gr’leeting
in the Union building ballroom at
the university. Luncheon with 25
faculty members followed the
morning lectures.

Thursday, engagements for Pro-
fessor Obata and his wife included
a talk at the university Union
building with demonstrations in
art and flower arrangement; a
meeting with a Salt Lake City
literary club, and a meeting with
the Art society at the university.

In the ‘New Republic’;

Isamu Noguchi Comments on
Recent Center Disturbances

Isamu Noguchi, noted American
sculptor, discusses reasons for the
recent Poston and Manzanar dis-
turbances and the necessity for

hastened relocation in an arti-
cle, “Trouble Among Japanese
Americans,” in the New Republic
of Feb. 1.

Declaring that the newspaper
interpretations of the disturb-
ances, which charged pro-Axis
elements with beginning the riots,
were oversimplified, Noguchi says
that the great sense of frustra-
tion felt by all members of the
camps and the cleavage between
the first and second generations
within the camps, were contrib-
uting factors to the general sit-
uation of which the pro-Axis eles
ments took advantage. -

“The riots, though deplorable,
were in a sense helprl, since
they attracted attention 'to prob-
lems which can only be solved
with the help of public opinion.
The solution decided on by the
WRA is to remove ag many as
-possible of the loyal evacuees for
work in communities outside the
military areas., They see that re-
settlement and a tion must
be pushed forward now, while the
shortage of labor throughout the

country makes it economically
easier,” declares Noguchi.

Because individual relocation is
a step mtny Japanese and nisei
hesitate to take, Noguchi suggests
that a plan for group resettle-
ment, by which 256 families would
relocate for agricultural purposes,
would facilitate the relocation
program and also return persons
to a needed field.

The nisei should also be avail-
able as part of the War Man-
power Pool, for placement in faec-
tories, he declares,

Of those remaining in the cen-
ters for the duration, Noguchi
suggests that small-group tenan-
cies, “whereby at least a few of
the relocation areas may be de-
veloped by the evacuees them-
selves, with their own capital,
tools and manual skill” will pre-
vent the decline of the relocation
centers into “stagnant reserva-
tions for the old, the misfit and
the very young.”

® & »

Isamu Noguchi, whose work hag
been on e bitfon in many of
the leading museums of the coun-
try, voluntarily entered the Pos-
ton relocation center in April of
last year. He returned to New
York recently.

4

An unpretentious court order
last week set a new milestone in
wartime judicial history in the
United States, when a three-judge
federal court at Los Angeles or-
dered writs of habeas corpus to
issue in behalf of Ernest Waka-
yama, first World war veteran
and American Legion adjutant of
Japanese ancestry, and his Amer-
ican-born wife, Toki.

This marks the first issuance
of writs by any United States
court since the declaration of
war in connection with a chal-
lenge of the constitutionality of
military orders.

The Wakayama petitions filed
in the Los Angeles federal court
were sponsored by the Southern
California = Committee of the
American Civil Liberties Union in
cooperation with the National AC-
LU office. They attack the con
stitutionality of the military ex-
clusion and detention orders is-
sued by Lieutenant General J. L.
DeWitt, as , those orders affect

American citizens of Japanese
ancestry.
The habeas corpug petitions

were filed last September and
were intended as test cases, to
be taken to the supreme court of
the United States, to secure a
final court ruling upon the coms
stitutionality of the orders; the
cases were argued last October
before a specially convened three-
judge federal court consisting of
Judges Harry A. Hollzer, Camp-
bell E. Beaumont and J. F. T.
O’Connor. Appearing at the oral
arguments were Attorney A. L.
Wirin and Hugh E. Macbeth. On
the briefs filed with the court
were Attorneys E. W. Camp,
Loren Miller and Fred Okrand,
as well as ‘Arthur Garfield Hays
and Osmond K. Fraenkel of New
LYtl)rk City, national ACLU coun-
sel.

No comment by the judges ac-
companied the formal order.

Taking personal charge of the
case, Leo V. Silverstein, United
States attorney for southern Cal-
ifornia, appeared last week before
Judge Hollzer seeking a postpone-
ment of the hearing until next
May. Upon opposition by Attor-

Iney Wirin, the hearing was fi-

nally set for March 9 in Judge
Hollzer’s courtroom in the federal
building at 9:30 a. m.

It is expected that both Mr.
and Mrs. Wakayama will be in
court for the hearing. This, too,
marks a precedent; the Waka-
yamas will be the first Japanese
to be within a military area on
the Pacific coast, not in the cus-
tody of the United States mar-
shal, charged with a criminal of-
fense since the evacuation orders
last September, and not in a
detention camp. ‘

At the forthcoming hearing,
ACLU counsel will offer evidence
to support the charges asserted
in the petitions for the writs of
habeas corpus, some of which
are:

1. “That the vast majority of
American citizens of Japanese
ancestry are loyal to the United
States, and to its democratic
war aims, and are opposed to the
antidemocratic imperialistic war
aims of Japan. .

2. That loyalty “hearings to
determine which < Americans eciti-
zens of Japanese ancestry are loy-
al and which disloyal” are practi-
cable and appropriate, and that
“the release of those who can
demonstrate their loyalty, will in
no way impede the war effort or
be inconsistent with any genuine
military necessity; that the only
democratic nation in the world
that has imprisoned its citizens
en masse because of their an-
cestry or national origin is the
United States.”

3. That there have been no
acts of sabotage or espionage by
American citizens of Japanese
ancestry, either on the Pacific
coast or in the Hawaiian Islands,
and “that the imprisonment of
the petitioner, or of all Americans
of Japanese ancestry, is not nec-
essary in order to prevent espion-
age and sabotage on the Pacific
coast.” .

The Wakayama Case:

Court Order Declared New
Milestone in Judicial History
Marks First Issuance of Writ of Habeas

Corpus in Connection with Challenge of
Military Orders Since Beginning of War

4. “That the Federal Bureau
of Investigation and the United
States Department of Justice have
ample facilities adequately to in-
vestigate and cause the prosecu-
tion of any persons, irrespective
of race or ancestry, for the com-
mission of acts of sabotage and
espionage, or any other acts in-
terfering with the prosecution of
the war or the defense of our na-
tion, and that the FBI and De-
partment of Justice are prepared
adequately to cope with any pres.
ent or imminent danger from the
sources indicated.”

5. That there is no basis for
the imprisoning of Japanese-
American citizens as well as Jap-
anese aliens on the plea of “pro-
tective custody.”

In addition, the habeas corpus
petitions charge that th® evacua-
tion orders are “the result of the
activities of organized political,
economic and anti-racial pressure
groups, who fomented, agitated
and exploited, either for their
own selfish interests, or out of
a false sense of super (and hence
pseudo) patriotism, prejudice and
hysteria against Japanese-Amerl-
can citizens solely because of their
race, and that said groups and
said prejudices and hysteria were
the dominant forces in bringing
about said evacuation and im-
prisonment of the petitioners.”

In the meantime, set for argu-
ment in San Francisco on Febru-
ary 19, in the Ninth Circuit Court
of Appeals, have been four cases
mnvolving the rights of Ameri-
cans of Japanese race; one case
from Seattle, another from Port-
land and two from San Fran-
cisco. ;

Of first importance is the suit
sponsored by the Native Sons of
the Golden West, filed by former
Attorney General U. S. Webb,
seeking to cancel the citizenship
of all Japanese born in the Unit-
ed States.

Opposing the cancellation of
such citizenship, in briefs filea
as friends of the court, are the
American Civil Liberties Union
and the National Lawyers Guild.
The ACLU brief was prepared
by Wayne M. Collins, San Fran-
cisco ACLU counsel, and was
countersigned by Attorney Wirin.
The brief in behalf of the Los
Angeles and San Francisco chap-
ters of the National Lawyers
Guild bears the signatures of
Harold M. Sawyer for the San
Francisco committee, and (Cloe
Warne, Charles J. Katz, Loren
Miller, Laurence M. Weinberg and
A. L. Wirin for the Los Angeles
committee.—From the “Open FKor-
um.”

the
copy desk

Under Fire

The prewar custom of elabo-
rate preparations for weddings,
funerals and other social fune-
tions has been under fire in re-
cent editorials in the Tulean Dis-
patch.

“We who had to vote down the
theater building proposition a few
months ago on the ground that
it meant a money-spending prop-
osition—are we today in a posi-
tion to spend so extravagantly
on various affairs?” asked Guest
Columnist Father Daisuke Kita-
gawa in the Jan. 30 issue.

L I *

Commended

The members of the Poston
police force are being highly
commended by evacuee and ad-
ministrative leaders for their
swift, efficient endeavors in ap-
prehending the youths respon-
sible for a recent assault and
battery case in Unit II. That
.such praise is merited, there is
no doubt.

It matters not who the vic-
tim was or might have been.
The point for evaluation is the

Vagaries

Nisei in Paris . . . .

Friends of Atsuko Kiyota, Amer-
ican-born Japanese girl from Los
Angeles, have been wondering
about her whereabouts. Miss Ki-
yota went to Europe to study' art
shortly before Hitler’s march on
Poland. In Paris she married a
Dutch citizen, a refugee from Nazi-
occupied Netherlands, and was re-
portedly in the one-time French
capital when the Nazis marched in
.. .. Last week’s execution of Wal-
ter Avery at the Utah state pen-
etentiary recalls again the case ol
Utah’s “forgotten man,” Masato
Karumai. who was sentenced to
death in 1926 for slaying a fellow
Japanese after a quarrel in Carbon
county. For some reason the ex-
ecution was not carried out on the
appointed day in 1926 and Karumat
became a “frgotten man” behind
penitentiary walls, For 15’ years
his case remained “lost” as far as
the law was concerned. In 1941
a state official, checking through
old records, again “discovered” Ka-
rumai. The old Japanese, now 71,
was taken to court and again re-
sentenced to die in October, 1941.
before the state firing squad. How-
ever, the state board of pardons
commuted his sentence to life im-
prisonment.

* * *

Sgt. Kuroki . . . .

Sgt. Ben Kuroki, the nisel gun-
ner who has been raiding occu-
pied France and Nazi Germany
and who was recently cited and
promoted for “meritorious” con-
duct, was recently featured In a
front-page picture in Stars ana
Stripes, the American Army news-
paper published in England. Sgt.
Kuroki is Nebraska-born and a
member of the North Platte cnap-
ter of the JACL . .. . According
to reports, the highest ranking
nisei officer in the U. S. Army 18
a lieutenant-colonel in the Engin-
cers Corps. There are quite a few
with captain’s bars, mostly in the
medical corps ...."

* >

Keetley, Utah . . ..

Fred Wada’s “Food for Free-
dom” farming colony at Keetley,
Utah, 6000 feet up in the Wasatch
mountains and 40 miles southeast
of Salt Lake City on the Lincomn
highway, is the subject of an ar-
ticle by Galen M. Fisher in the Sur-
vey Graphic magazine’s February
issue. The Keetley colony was
originally composed of 130 volun-
tary evacuees from California who
were brought out by Wada, former-
ly a successful merchant in Oak-
land, Calif. They were settled In
tourist cabins on the George Fisher
ranch -at Keetley. With the win-
ter weather freezing all agricul-
tural activities, many Keetley
youths are working in the Salt
Lake area. Keetley even has a
nisei basketball team in the Salt
Lake JACL league.

Labor Union . . .

Labor: Willard Townsend and
the United Transport Service Em-
ployees Union recently made it a
matter of union policy to obtain
jobs for about 50 members of their
union now in Japanese relocation

centers.
* * L]

Legislation . . . .

Following the recent flood of
bills in the California state legis-
lature against persons of Japanese
ancestry, there has been a notice-
able reaction in some quarters ad-
vising against the passage of dis-
criminatory legislation in the heal
of wartime tempers. A group of
prominent west coast citizens is
reportedly interested in seeing that
fair play is assured all loyal Amer-
icans. A recent editorial in the
San Francisco News urged legis-
lators to “go slow” on legislation
affecting U. S. Japanese.

confessed fact that the very
life of a human being was en-
dangered; that the right to
live in security, assured all the
people by our constitution, was
outrageously abridged., — m
an editorial in the Press Chron-
icle.
* * *

Recognizing the difficulties of
niseli 16 to 26 who, in the major-
ity, are still confined in relocation
centers, the Rohwer Outpost this
week asked editorially for increas-
ed vocational training opportuni-
ties a8 ‘‘the best means to the
end,” that of easing of relocation

| difficulties in the postwar period.
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Colorado
- Calling!

By Tad Hirota

ANOTHER BUSY WEEK . ...
Joe Masaoka and I are reporting
in again on our activities here in
the eastern intermountain area.
We've had it fairly easy in the
mornings just writing reports, let-
ters and newsbits, but our after-
noons and nights have kept us on
our toes and really busy. During
the past week we've met with the
Colorado Council on Relocation As-
sistance, attended a Fellowship of
Reconciliation gathering, and con-
ferred with Mr. James H. Curtis,
Denver WRA employment division
head. .

We've spoken to interested Nisei
groups .at the homes of Mr. Tsuto
Tani and Mrs. Beatrice Bailey in
Denver, Mr. Jimmie Kanemoto in
Longmont, and Mr. Floyd~Koshio
in Fort Lupton. At a~luncheon
meeting at the Denver YWCA we
were able to talk things over with
Mrs. Rio Kashiwagi and Alice
Suzuki from the Granada Reloca-
tion Center and Mrs. Amy Nose

and Kiyo Sato from the Heart

Mountain Relocation Center. They
were in town attending a YWCA
conference.

We spent an afternoon inter-
viewing Miss Ann Silyer, a mem-
ber of the National CA Board.
The OWI release “Japanese Re-
location Center” was playing at
the Telenews Theatre, so we took
it in; it was a fair presentation
and we believe more documentary
evidence of that nature should be
presented to the‘general public to
help our position in this country.
Our biggest job of the week was
appearing before a crowd of close
to 300 Nisei at a YBA rally in
Fort Lupton.

MEET THE PEOPLE .
Dr. Ozamoto, former Denver citi-
zen's group leader; Masato Suy-
ama, ex-Monterey JACL presi-
dent; Harry Motoyama, Denver
YBA director, were among those
present at the home meeting spon-
sored by Tsuto Tani. People we
met at the Bailey residence in-
cluded Toshiko Yoshida, Hideo
Sasaki, Mr. and Mrs. S. Terasaki,
Mrs. Kido, and Mrs. Takeyama,

At the Kanemoto’s in Longmont
we were introduced to Bonnie and
Fusaye Yamamoto, John Naka-
gawa, Kay Furukami, Kaz Saka-
moto, Yamato Nishihara, Yuk.
Furuiye, Robert and Johnny Maye=
da, Tom Tanaka, Mr. and Mrs.
Harry Hirao, Betty Mayeda, Mr.
and Mrs. Ted Ito, and Mary,
Chiyoko and Jack Miyasaki.

The dinner meeting with the
Fort Lupton JACL cabinet at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Ko-
shio was very enjoyable and those
present were Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Koshio, Jack Kobavashi, John
Kiyota, Sam Okamoto, Winburn
Enomoto, Mr. and Mrs. Lee Mura-
ta, Hugh Nichimoto, Anna Kimiko
and Sam Kato, and Grace Koshio.

HATS OFF DEPARTMENT ...
Our hats are off this week to
Jimmie Kanemoto, prominent
Longmont farmer and Nisei leader
and Tri-State YBA president, who
contributed $15 to the National
JACL headquarters fund. He will
aid us in our Associated Members
Division drive in the Longmont
and Lafayette area.

To the eight Nisei, whose names
appear on the “Victory” roll of
honor posted on a board in the
center of the town of Fort Lup-
ton, our hats are off. They are
serving in the armed services of
this country along with their
Caucasian neighbors from this
vicinity.

Our hats are also off to the
nine Fort , Lupton Nisei who
donated a pint of blood apiece re-
cently to the American Red Cross
Blood Donor Service in Denver.
Seven of these boys are JACL
members,

SAIT LAKE BOUND ... .
We're taking time off to attend
the special conference of the na-
tional headquarters staff in Salt
Lake City, so we won’t be “Colo-
rado Calling” for a short period.

Topaz Entertainers

Perform at Oak City
TOPAZ, Utah.—Oak City’s pop-
‘ulation of approximately 800 wi
“nessed th B'lr%sentation of the To-

e
. rou e Varieties of 1943”

i e Oak ci’gy town hall, Tues-
day eve , February 2, -

~

Granada Pioneer

Secretary of War Henry L.
Stimson’s statement to the press
of the nation is carried on the
front page.

It will be “big time” news for
the thousands of nisei in reloca-
tion centers; in the cities; and
for thousands more of the Ha-
waiian Islands.

There will follow discussion,
forums, and debates within many
center barracks and elsewhere.

After all the facts have been
heard, the decision will be up to
the nisei.

The future of the Japanese in
America will rest in the hands
of the nisei.

The nisei have been asking for
a place in the war effort.

They have wanted to fight for
America.

Tney nave wanted a chance to
demonstrate their desire to live
the American way.

The opportunity has come.

America has been the only
home that the greater majority
of the nisei have known. After
the war, America will still be
their home.

The War Department is giving
the nisei a chance to defend that
home and all it stands for.

Need more be said?—From an
editorial in the Granada Pioneer,
Jan. 30.

Manzanar Free Press

A year of uncertainty and wait-
ing finally is bearing fruit. The
decision by the War Department
to add the manpower of the Am-
erican citizens of Japanese des-
cent to the war effort bears a
far-reaching significance. This de-
cision signifies for us a long step
toward the vindication of our
rights and privileges. Now envis-
age a long step toward the vali-
dity of our birthrights and priv-
ileges.

By the very nature of circum-
stances ‘created by war, our gov-
ernment necessarily has taken a
step which the tolerant people of
America have only begun to think
about, while others have not
thought about it, or are opposed
to it. The fervent hope, yea, ex-
pectation, of all of us is that
the American people now will un-
derstand better the meaning of
total unity of all citizens. .

For those of us who are eligible
to -serve directly ‘in the war ef-
fort this will mean departure
from Manzanar within a reason-
ably short time, Specific direc-
tions will be forthcoming from
the War Department. It will mean
that for the duration, our course
of action largely will have been
decided for us. We- shall have a
motive and a presumptive but
reasonable promise for a voice
in the post-war readjustments to
be made in our country. We have
been living, so to speak, in a
vacuum isolated and immune from
the tempo and the feel of a war-
time America. We now shall di-
rectly experience the sacrifice of
blood, sweat and tears which
form the warp and the woof of a
war. _

In an ultimate sense this is a
vindication against suspicions and
villifications which have been di-
rected at us during the past year.
This decision by the American
government resolves our purpose
‘for existence. Perhaps the fusin
of the lives of our second an
third and the succeeding: genera-
tions of the citizens of Japanese
descent into the stream of Amer-
iean life could not successfully
be negotiated without this test
of our fortitude and willingness
to serve, May we be deserving
fully of this privilege.—Editorial
in the Manzanar Free Press, Jan.
30.

Heart Mountain Sentinel

The War Department’s decision
to induct Americans of Japanese
descent into the U. S. Army on
a volunteer basis is an epic mile-
stone in the long uphill battle to
reestablish our positions as Amer-
icans,

Many who have sought to bear
arms in defense of this nation
now have that opportunity. For
this, we have the more than 5000
nisei now in the armed forces to
thank, The splendid record they
have set as American soldiers—
like the Nishitsujis in the south-

Army’s Action is Vindication
Of Nisei, Say Center Papers

west Paific sector, the Sakais
in Africa with Eisenhower, the
Kurokis foraying over Europe
from Britain, and like those hun-
dreds of others in training at
Camp McCoy, or carrying out the
unspectacular but vital routine
jobs in dozens of camps through-.
out the country—helped in great
measure, no doubt, to bring about
official recognition of our loyalty.
Secretary Stimson’s statement on
this matter may well become a
classic quotation in the history
of democracy.

But more immediately impor-
tant for the many among us un-
able to bear arms, the War De-
‘partment’s step is a part of a
larger program to hasten our re-
habilitation into the American
life-stream. Many questions still
remain to be answered, such as
restoration of Selective Service
rather than voluntary enlistment,
service in units side by side with
Americans of other extraction,
status of alien parents, and oth-
ers. But for the moment this Is
NMn strong measure, vindication, —
Heart Mountain Sentinel, Jan. 30.

Poston Chronicle

The decision taken by the War
Departiment to organize a Japa-
nese American combat division on
the ground that it is the “inher-
ent right of every faithful citizen,
regardless of ancestry, to bear
arms in the nation’s battles” was
received by all loyal American
citizens of Japanese extraction
and their parents with the deep-
est sense of gratitude. . . .

The action, a significant key-

note in the lives of every Ameri-
can citizen, marked the recogni-
tion of the Japanese American’s
citizenship. It was, as Project
Director W. Wade Head enthu-
siastically stated, a tremendous
victory.
We do not doubt that such citi-
zens are cognizant of the many
implications kindled by the an-
nouncement to grant every true
American an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the United Nations’
war effort to “assure all men
freedom from fear and want.” It
has, at the same time, contrib-
uted toward clarifying the fun-
damental policies of our nation
and in unifying, to a great de-
gree, the objectives of all free
men in their common endeavors
to rid this world of fascism and
totalitarianism, It will tend to
categorically refute the “U. S. A.
is a disunited country” propa-
ganda of the Axis powers.—From
an editorial in the Poston Press
Chronicle, Jan. 31.

YWCA Leaders From
Relocation Centers
Attend Denver Meet

DENVER—Representatives from
the YWCA groups in Heart Moun-
tain, Granada and Minidoka attend-
ed a YWCA Seminar from Febru-
ary b to 7 in Denver.

e three-day seminar was con-
cerned with ‘“The New Society with
a Christian Basis,” and all grob-
lems relating to war and- postwar
periods were discussed. Dr. Kath-
erine McArthur and Miss Ann Sil-
ver from Atlantic coast acted as re-
source people,

The planning committee of the
seminar, which takes in 12 states,
was anxious to have representa-
tives from the relocation center
YWCA'’s feeling that their partici-
pation was of vital interest to the
seminar.

The nisei delegates were Mrs.
James. Nose and Kiyo Sato of
Heart Mountain, Mrs. Rio Kashi-
wagi and Alice Suzuki of Granada,
and Stella Yorozu of Minidoka.

Tule Lake Clothing
Classes Making New
Service Flags .

NEWELL, Calif. — Clothing
classes at Tule Lake are now mak-
ing 440 service flags for families
whose sons are in the armed forces
of the United States, reports the
Tulean Dispatch.

The flags will be largely hand-
sewn, as there are few sewing
machines available in the subjecr.

Thirty families. have two sons
each in Tllita service while five
families have three each.

Ann Nisei Says:

Suggestions on
Buying Shoes
Under Rationing

The national wave of weeping
and wailing that went up among
the femmes of the nation with the
announcement of shoe rationing
has by this time pretty much sub-
sided. The society gadabout may
still be holding out for her three
pairs a month, but in the main,
women have been pretty sensible
about this whole business, conced-

ing that if it was coming, it was
coming, and so what? The sudden-
ness of the announcement certain-
ly prevented a run on the stores
and prevented also a repetition of
those days when women were rush-
ing about to buy up all the silk
stockings in sight. Remember the
woman who bought dozens and doz-
ens of pairs of silk stockings?
That sort of buying defeats the
purpose of intelligent rationing —
which is to distribute available ma-
terials equitably,

The problem now is evident,
that of buying intelligently so
that we won’t look poorly shod
at any time and of making our
shoes last,

Of course we won't be buylng

fancy shces anymore. That’s part-
ly due to the government rules for
manufacturers of making fewer
styles and using fewer colors. With
rationing, that would have been in-
evitable anyway. 1f the govern-
ment hadn’t ruled thusly, the man-
ufacturers and the customers would
have come to the same conclusipn—
mainly, that with three pairs year-
ly, a woman won’t buy anything
that isn’t sensible, not wear well,
and won’t look well with a variety
of costumes,
So, from the buying angle, re-
member that your shoes, every
pair, will have to wear for more
than just four months. You’ll have
to decide carefully on a 12-month
program for your footwear. For
instance, you will probably want
one pair of shoes that might be
considered “day time” or slightly
dressy shoes. But you’ll certainly
need most a pair for everyday
wear. A sensible division ywould be
two pairs of everyday shoes and
one for dress occasions. That
ineans that the dress pair will have
to last for 12 months. That’s ask-
ing a good deal of shoes, but that's
the way it’s going to be. For-
tunately, these, days we're getting
much more down-to-earth about
clothes — we find that a suit will
take us to most every occasion.

In selecting shoes, buy the type
and the materials that will give
the most wear./ Oxfords, with flat
or medium heels will, under good
conditions. wear very well for a
yvear. Select {well-made, well-de-
signed shoes.! Select something,
too, that will' go with all your
clothes, if possible. The necessity
now for coordinating your costumes
is extremely important. You'll
find it wise to decide on a good
color scheme and stick to it.

Dress leathers ilke suede and
patent - leather will not give the
wear that calf will give. Get the
best grade leather you can.

Simple, sensible pumps with a
medium heel are almost - your
best bet for your dress shoes,
since they look well with most
anything,

Just as important as buying
sensibly is taking good care of your
shoes. From now on you’ll protect
your shoes in rain or snow with
galoshes, for water is one of the
worst enemies of leather.

Be sure that every pair of shoes
you own has its own pair of shoes-
trees. They absolutely imperative
now. It’s a good idea to keep shoes
in .shoe- pockets or envelopes, too.
It’s\important that your shoes keep

ﬁape.

their s

Youw'll also have runover heels re-
paired as soon ag possible. Any
rips and tears and holes ought to
be mended immediately, too.

Keeping your shoes clean:is an-
other ‘way to prolong their life. A
good shoe cream or shoe wax is

ther pliable, prevents it from get-
ting dry and cracking. If you’re
out in the rain, and your shoes get
muddy, wipe the mud off as soon
as possible. When your shoes are
dry (and never dry by direct heat),
brush off the dirt with a brush.
Then apply shoe wax and polish.
It’s entirely possible that slipper
substitutes will take a good deal of
pressure from your ghoe rationing

problems. Perhaps soft slipgcrs
such as rope-sol canvas shoes
and the like will be promoted by

the manufacturers. Doubtless we’ll

»

best for leather. It keeps the lea-.

Parent Urges

Son to Join

Armed Forces
Tule Lake Evacuee

Gets Letter from
Father in Hawaii

F

NEWELL, Calif. — “I want you
to wvolunteer in the Army if you
can and fight with all your might
as others are fighting.”

So wrote a father in Hawaii to
nis son in the Tule Lake relocation
center recently, it was revealed by
the Tulean Dispatch.

The son is Masami Koga, who
received the letter here shortly af-
ter-gnnouncement of voluntary in-
duction of nisei into the U. S. arm-
ed fOrces.

The letter declared:

“Masami, as you are now over
20 years old, I wish to take this
means to give you a little father-
ly advice. You know as well as
I do that we are in a grave crisis,
fighting all over the world to win
this war as soon as we can; so
that we may live as we lived before.
You know that since you were born
and brought up to be a man in an
American country . . . .

“As for myself I am trying my
best to win this war by being an
Air Raid Warden, helping the
Blood Bank to get more blood don-
ors in my neighborhood, member
of the Gas Rescue and Demolition
Committee, of which my depart-
ment head is the leader, and trying
my best to budget my salary so
that I can buy more Defense
Bonds.

“Anyway, Masami, you do your
part over there and we, at home,
will do our part.”

“Your Dad,
“T. Koga.”

Nisei 72;2; Active

Part in Arizona
School’s Program

PEORIA, Ariz.—Nisei students
at the Peoria high school at Peo-
ria, Ariz., who were transferred
from the Glendale and Phoenix
high schools prior to evacuatiow,
are taking active part in activi-
ties at their new school, it was
reported here.

The Glendale and Phoenix high
schools were declared in restricted
zones and therefore closed to ni-
sei students who lived outside the
areas. °

The Arizona chapter of the
JACL thereupon contacted the
Peoria high school and effected
the transfer of students to that
school. Recent reports have in-
dicated the new nisei students
have entered school activities and
won commendation for their work.

Recently the “Panther Purrs,”
publication of the Peoria high
school, noted the work of stu-
dents in rolling bandages under
the Red Cross program. Among
those named for activity were
James Sakato, Kaye Takasye,
Frank Okabayashi, Tazuko No<
moto, Yuki Nakamura, Hiro Oka+
bayashi and Kiyoshi Tanita.

Minidoka JACL
Begins Drive for
New Membership

HUNT, 'Idaho — The 15-man
planning committee set up at the
last joint JACL meeting swung
into a membership drive last week.
reports the Irrigator.

Morrie Yamaguchi, temporary
treasurer, declared the . commit-
tee expects to conclude its drive
with the largest single chapter
in the national organization.

start to wear knit slipper sox and
sueh indoors,

Exactly how shoes will be ra-
tioned for center residents is not
yet known., Some sort of ar-
rangement will certainly be af-
fected,

Rationing of this type is good
training in buying and planning.
We won't any longer be. able to
buy haphazardly, for we can’t af-
ford to any more. We can’t afford
to buy shoes that don’t fit well,
or shoes that don’t wear well,

We ought to extend this planning
and practice to all our clo
more important now than ever be-
ﬁore that we conserve what we
have,

N

*
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JACL Groups at Tule Lake
Want Kido Attackers Punished

= -Protesting the “brutal attack” on

Saburo Kido, national JACL pres-
ident, by “pro-Axis sympathizers”
at the Colorado River relocation
center at Poston, Ariz., JACL
members at the Tule Lake center
sent a communication to Wade
Head, project director at Poston,
on Feb. 5. -

Pointing out that this was the
second attack upon the person of
Mr. Kido, the letter stated:

“These attacks upon Mr., Kido
cannot be tolerated or excused, and
the members of the Citizens league
demand that a complete investiga-
tion be made and if the assault is
established to be entirely unwar-
ranted, as we have reason to be-
lieve it is, we insist that the at-
tackers be prosecuted in the Court
or Courts having jurisdiction there-
of to the end that the maximum
penalty under the law be meted out
to each of the guilty persons.”
~The communication was signed
by the JACL chaplers of Sacra-
mento, Yuba-Sutter-Butte-Colusa,
Delta, Tacoma, Valley Civie, Hood
River Valley and in the names of
members-at-large at Tule Lake,

Reports from Poston indicate
that all legal steps are being tak-
en to prosecute the seven men who
have signed written confessions of
the -attack upon Saburo Kido. It
is believed that the men face sen-
tences of from one to ten years
in prison.

Arizona State
Acts Against
Nisei Students

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Strongly-
worded opposition to permitting
evacuees of Japanese ancestry to
leave war relocation centers to at-
tend college was contained in a
memorial introduced in the state
house of representatives on Jan.
26.

Sponsored by nine of the cham-
ber’s 58 members, the memorial
would ask the President and Con-
gress to take either administra-
tive or legislative action to pre-
vent the War Relocation Authority
from releasing 2500 young Japan-
ese Americans to continue their
education.

Public Relations f

Program Mapped
By Boise Valley

WEISER, Idaho-~Plans for a
definite public relations program
were discussed at a special meet-
ing of the Oregon district of the
Boise Valley JACL at the home
of George Hashitani last Friday
. night. o

The group voted to place copies
of the Pacific Citizen in all pub-
lic libraries in the district and
to have a coordination committee
to work with service ¢clubs in
the area on community projects.

Mamaro Wakasugi was elected
- chairman of the district for the
coming year. Other officers
elected were Alice Hashitani, sec-
retary; Paul Saito, treasurer, and
Roy Hashitani, social chairman.
Wakasugi and Joe Kumoto will
represent the group in the Boise
Valley JACL council.

Program for

Studfnl:s Will

Be Intensified

Relocation Group Now
Seeking Successor to
Director O’Brien

NEW YORK CITY—A motion
to intensify and extend the work
of the National Japanese Ameri-
can Student Relocation Couneil
under the increased supervision
and support of interested churches,
organizations and other groups
whose representatives expressed
a willingness to accept the finan-
cial and other responsibilities was
adopted at the meeting of the
National Executive Committee held
here last week, according to Dr.
John Nason, chairman.

This meant a more equal shar-
ing of the burden, much of which
had been borne by the American
Friends Service Committee, Upon
the further ., recommendation of
the special committee which had
been appointed by Dr. Nason to
look into various matters, the
committee voted to have the na-
tional office in Philadelphia.

The offer of the Friends for
the continued use of the pres-
ent office space was accepted and
a vote of appreciation expressed.

A substantial grant by the Co-
lumbia Foundation of San Fran-
cisco for administrative purposes,
and the pledge by church and or-
ganization boards of a monthly
grant to meet expenses, as an-
nounced by retiring Director Rob-
ert W. O’Brien, meant that the
work of the council would be
carried on with renewed vigor.

The special committee also pre-
sented a list of names of men
prominent in student and college
work from which a successor to
Dean O’Brien could be chosen.
No selection was made, but after
a discussion, a committee was
named to look into the availabil-
ity and further qualifications of
the men presented.

A motion was carried that an
administrative committee of six
to eight members be appointed by
Chairman Nason which would be
authorized to appoint new mem-
bers, representing additional

| groups, to the National Council.

An expression of appreciation
was voted the retiring director.

Heart Mountain Will
Build Civic Center

HEART MOUNTAIN, Wyo: —
The Heart Mountain city council
last week approved plans to cre«
ate a civic center for Heart Moun-
tain and selected a triangular plot
east of blocks 15 and 14 and
south of block 23 for the site,
reports the ‘Sentinel.

Tentatively planned for the civ-
ic center are a community enter-
prise building to house a depart-
ment store, bowling alleys, bank,
police station with adjoining court
and jail, library, several adminis-
tration buildings and churches.
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Viital Statistics

BIRTHS

To Mrs. Kiyo Ono, a boy, on
Jan. 18, at Manzanar.

To Mrs. John Hasegawa, a girl,
on Jan. 20, at ar.

To Mrs. Yasutoshi Okuji, a boy,
on Jan. 21, at Heart Mountain.

To Mrs. James Tsuchiya, a girl,
on Jan. 23, at Heart Mountain.

To Mrs. Seichi Hanashiro, a
girl, on Jan. 23, at Heart Moun-
tain.

To Mrs. Ikiko Tasui, twin boys,
Takao and Atsushi, on Jan, 24,
at Manzanar.

To Mrs. Lucille Sato, a boy,
on Jan. 24, at Manzanar.

To Mrs. Aiko Miyazaki, a girl,
Gerrie, on Jan. 25, at Manza-
nar,

To Mrs. Tom Shioji, a boy,
Gordon, on Jan. 25, at Manzanar,

To Mrs. Sam Higa, a boy, on
Jan. 26, at Heart Mountain.

To Mrs. Tom Makaji, a girl, on
Jan. 26, at Jerome.

To Mrs. Ritsuo Fujisada, a girl,
on Jan. 27, at Heart Mountain.

To Mrs. Jiro Kawashiri, a girl,
on Jan. 27, at Jerome.

To Mrs. Fudekichi, a boy, on
Jan. 28, at Gila River.

To Mrs. Mitsunori Komura, a
girl, on Jan. 28, at Poston.

To Mrs. Masaki Mitani, a boy,
on Jan. 28, at Gila River.

To Mrs. Satoshi Hashikuni, a
boy, on Jan. 28, at Tule Lake.

To Mrs. Yoshito Koshizumi, a
boy, on Jan. 29, at Poston.

To Mrs. Ichiro Morizono, a boy,
David, on Jan. 29, at Granada.

To Mrs. Kengo Kawaoka, a boy,
on Jan. 29, at Gila River.

To Mrs. Shigetaka Harada, a
girl, on Jan. 30, at Gila River.

To Mrs. Hifumi Ikeda, a boy,
on Jan. 30, at Jerome.

To Mrs. T. Ibara; a boy on
Jan. 30, at Poston. =

To Mrs. Fumio Nakahara, a
boy, on Jan, 80, at Tule Lake.

To Mrs. Minoru Nakagawa, a
boy, on Jan. 30, at Topaz.

To Mrs. Raymond Kunishi, a
girl, on Jan. 30, at Rohwer.

To Mrs. Tomoo Inouye, a boy,
on Jan. 30, at Rohwer.

To Mrs. Mitsuo Nakamura, a
boy, on Jan. 31, at Rohwer.

To Mrs. Roy Nikaido, a boy,
on Feb. 1, at Tule Lake.

To Mrs. Hisashi Kaneko, a boy,
on Feb. 1, at Tule Lake.

" To Mrs. Masakuzu Yoshihara,
a boy, on Feb. 1, at Granada.

To Mrs, Kikuo Frank Kitagawa,
a boy, Kiyoshi, on Feb.1, at Roh-
wer. s

To Mrs. Isamu’' Miyamoto, a
boy, on Feb. 2; at Rohwer.

To Mrs. Sa(iako Sakamoto, =a
boy, on Feb. 3, at Topaz."

To Mrs. Tom Sasaki, a girl, on
Feb. 3, at Poston.

DEATHS
Infant daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Henry Kenichi Tsuru, at birth
on Jan. 25, at Minidoka.
Sun Akinobu Hatago, on Jan.
24, at Manzanar.

Shuso Suyeda, 52, on.Jan. 25,
at Jerome.

Yasuzo Karaki, 70, on Jan, 27,
at Poston.

Sue Yoshizuka, 1 day, on Jan.
27, at Tule Lake.

Mrs, Fuji Mimaki, 63, on Jan.

28, at Heart Mountain.

Kuzo Kuniji, 62, on Jan. 30, at
Granada.

Mrs. Sada Yukutake, 57, on Jan.
29, ‘at Jerome.

Kanichi Oshita, on Jan. 30, at
Granada. 3

Tokusaburo Tonoda, 72, on Jan.
31, at Topaz.

Miyoko Fukushima, 1, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Tajiro Fu-
kushima, on Feb. 2, at Poston,

MARRIAGES

Rose Yamada to Shigeo Mura-
kami, on Jan. 20, at Cody, Wyo.

Setsuko Takahashi to George
Ishiyama, on Jan. 30, at Powell,
Wyo. ‘ :

athleen Mitsuoka to Saoru
Ikemoto, on . 28, at Poston,

Aiko Kawakami to Corporal Sal-
vador Jio, on Jan. 29, at Heart
Mountain.

Jane Hanamura to Noboru Shi-
gemasa, at Poston. »"

NISEI SOLDIER TAKES
PART IN BROADCAST

FORT SILL, Okla.—Pvt. Charles

| | Tanaka, stationed at Fort Sill, went
| |to Dallas, Texas, last Friday to

articipate in the “What's Your
ame, Soldier?” radio broadcast.

Pvt. Tanaka has purchased more
than $1,000 in war bonds. .

“T buy two each month,” he said.

The pro was broadcast over
all Texas Quality network stations,

WEA Po|i=cy Affected by Army

Induction Plans,

Two Evacuees
Face Jail Terms

Kobayashi Brothers
Arrested at Poston
By Federal Officials

PHOENIX, Ariz. — Two Amer-
ican-born Japanese farmer bro-
thers, charged with obstructing
and resisting Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation agents at the Colorado
River war relocation center at
Poston were being held in Phoenix
this week, according to F. A. Hick-
ernell, U, S. commissioner,

The two, sons of Oritaro Kobay-
ashi, an alien Japanese farmer who
was one. of seven aliens arrested
Sunday night in connection with the
uprising at the evacuee camp last
November, are Ken Kobayashi, 22,
und Dan, 19. They are brothers-
in-law of Zenshiro Tachibana, an-
other of the seven arrested. Both
were lodged at the Maricopa coun-
ty jail in lieu of $2,500 bond after
appearing before the commissioner
on Feb, 1.

Poston’s Net

Workers Elect

Labor Group
Camouflage Factory

Workers Select Three-Man
Bargaining Committee

POSTON, Ariz. — Ray Tanaka,
Joe Kobayashi, Bob Shimamoto and
Frank Mimamura were unanimous-
ly elected for a temporary camou-
flage factory workers’ committee
by about 50 factory hands in a

meeting held in the Block 22
schoolroom Saturday under the
sponsorship of the Temporary
Community Council 1 camouflage
committee, it was reported by
George Fujii, executive secretary.
Since the council’s plan for dis-

tribution of the factory income was |

defeated previously, several new
plans have been brought up which
were discussed at the meeting.

Frank Kuwahara, acting chair-
man, explained the provisions of
the proposed contract under nego-
tiation. One of the clauses of the
contract provide for a factory
workers’ committee which will
serve as the sole bargaining agency
for the workers in all negotiations
with the management. It was de-
cided that Tanaka, XKobayashi,
Shimamoto and Mimamura would
serve on this committee on a tem-
porary basis until another commit-
tee is elected, whizh will be after
the factory is filled with its full
labor complement.

In the afternoon the TCC 1 cam-
ouflage committee,- the temporary
workers’ factory committee, and
the Unit 2 Council committee head-
ed by John Maeno and George Ono,
met with John Stahl, the contract-
or, to complete the contract.

Stahl, according to one observer,
seemed to resist each clause of the
nroposed agreement. Although he
did agree to recognize a commit-
tee elected by the factory workers
as the sole bargaining tgency,
wages for the non-weaving help,
overtime pav, working conditions
and arbitration have not been def-

‘initely agreed upon, Stahl return-

ed to Los Angeles Saturday even-
ing, ‘leaving word he will conger
with the eneineers hefore continu-
ing negotiations. He was expected
to return this week to settle final
details. :

Meanwhile, it was decided to re-
sume work in the factorv. Some
120 persons are now on the job.

Work was resumed on Feb. 3.
Fnough persons have signed un in
Camps 1 and 2 to run the plant
at capacity, which requires some
700 people.

Special Subscription
Rate Only for 1943
Members of JACL

The special $2 a year subscrip-
tion rate. for' JACI, members for
the Pacific Citizen is granted only
to members who have taken out
1943 wmemberships, Uta Takasu.
circulation secretary, announced
this week. ‘

Says Ernst

Greater Opportunities
For Resettlement Seen
By Topaz Diretor

TOPAZ, Utah—“The entire War
Relocation Authority program has
been definitely affected by the
War Department’s new policy call-
ing for the admittance of citizens
of Japanese extraction into the
U. S. army,” declared Project Di-
rector Charles F. Ernst in a state-
ment made upon his return from
the WRA conference of project
directors in Denver, Colo.,, Janu-
ary 28, 29 and 30.

‘“Greater opportunities for reset-
tlement throughout the entire na-
tion will be possible as defense
industries, to support the army’s
new stand, will open their doors
to citizens of Japanese ancestry,
according to the city’s chief ex-
ecutive.

“Obviously all she government
agencies will want to give sup-
port to this plan, which will have
a beneficial effect all along the
line,” he said. “Already a no-
ticeable effect can be seen on the
congressional groups urging the
inves'tigation of the WRA cen-
ters.”

Endorsement of the army’s new
stand by Secretary Henry L.
Stimson was followed by support
from the former ambassador to
Japan, Joseph C. Grew. It is
hoped, added Ernst, that Presi-
dent Roosevelt will also make a
statement supporting the policy
upon his return from North Af-
rica.

Acceptance of nisei women into
the WAAC’s is contemplated also.

“In the meantime, the Topaz
project program will proceed as
planned, as it is estimated that
about 80 per cent of the residents
here will continue to live in the
city during 1943,” he asserted.

Japanese-Americans
Will Register For
Part in War Effort

HUNT, Idaho — Registration of
all residents of the Minidoka Relo-
cation Center 17 years of age or
older began Monday, Feb. 8 as the
first step of a program to use loyal
Americans of Japanese ancestry in
the war effort.

Male citizens between the ages
of 17 and 37 will be offered an op-
portunity to serve in a combat unit
of American citizens of Japanese
ancestry to be formed for active
service in a theatre of war. This
plan was announced last week by
Secretary of War Stimson.

A group from the War Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C., personnel
of which is headed by Lt. Stanley
D. Arnold, and including Sgts. Carl
E. Tuerk. Eugene F. Jendrek and
Akira Kato, has arrived at the Min-
idoka center and will accept appli-
cations from those eligible for ser-
vice in this Japanese-American
combat unit of the U. S. Army.
Sgt. Kato, who has served in_the
Army for almost a year at various
posts, is staying with his parents.
Mr. and Mrs. Zenzo Kato, who are
residents of the center.

To Work in Production

Japanese-American men who do
not desire to volunteer for induc-
tion or who are beyond military
age, American-born girls and wo-
men. of Japanese ancestry and
males of Japanese ancestry who are
not citizens will be considered for
jobs in agriculture and in plants

roducing war materials. Citizens
git for military service who do not
wish to volunteer for induction now
probably will be taken into the ser-
vice in due time. y

It was estimated by officials of
the War Relocation Authority,
civilian.agency which administers
the Minidoka and nine other relo-
cation centers, that approximately
8,400 persons will be registered
here. It will require nearly a
month to complete the

P registration ’
since each resident over 7T miust be
interviewed.

VALENTINE MIXER
PLANNED IN SPOKANE

SPOKANE, Wash. — An invita-
tional Valentine mixer will be held
by the newly-formed Quest club at
the YWCA on February 13.

The dance will be under the
chairmanship of Kimi Nishibue, as-
sisted tﬁ Asako Yoshida, Cookie
Bitow, Miyoko Migaki and Yasuko

Kayahara,
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Uncertainty on
Status Affects
Evacuee Morale

Dillon Myer Declares
Outside Discrimination
Becomes Major Problem

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — Un-
certainty over their post-war
status as United States residents
has made many Japanese in re-
location centers listen to agita-
tors, Dillon S. Myer, national di-
rector of the War Relocation
Authority, said on-Feb. 3.-

He said this uncertainty has
been a major problem in admin-
istration of the WRA’S program,

Myer asserted that discrimina-
tion against the 110,000 persons
of Japanese ancestry who have
been moved to war relocation
centers had resulted in a frustra-
tion within their ranks and in
many instances had made them
unwilling to cooperate with the
war effort,

“Many of the older Japanecse
have been led to believe that they
will ‘be forced to return to Japan
after the war and are afraid to
aid this country in any way for
fear of retribution when they re-
turn there,” he said.

\

Aviator Henry Ohye
Instructs Club in
Model Airplanes

RIVERS, Ariz. — Henry Ohye,
famed nisei aviator, is now in-
structing a group of 200 nisei
known as the Butte Aeronautical
Association in experimental and
research work in aviation at the
Gila® River center, reports the
News-Courier.

Assisting Ohye is Bert Doi, in-
ventor in the field of aeronautics.

Shug Mizukami and Akira Ito
are serving as technicians.

Much of the work at present cen-
ters around of construction of wvar-
ioug types of model planes. Even-
tual plans call for the construction
of a scale wind tunnel.

Best Way to Express
Fact Scouts Have No
Race Barriers, Is View

LOS ANGELES — Sending a
package of scouting materials to
Girl Scouts of Japanese ancestry
in the Heart Mountain relocation
center was one of the first proects
of the newly organized Chinese
Girl Scout troop of Los Angeles,
the Los Angeles Times reported on
Feb: 7. 7 .

“We felt that in this way we
could best express our ‘conviction
that in Girl Scouting there are no
racial barriers,” explained Julia
K. L. Chung, leader of the new
troop.

Folding 1500 bed kits for Los
Angeles hospitals was another of
the group’s initial projects,

The members are binding books
which they will fill with puzzles

|and articles for injured service-

men and they hope to enter Red
Cross work soon.

The Chinese Union Churches of
Los Angeles, the Chinese Presby-
terian, Methodist and Congrega-
tional Churches, are sponsors of
the troop and there is a troop
committee headed by Mrs. N. S.
Yuen. Girls of Troop 45 are led
by Miss Chung who has had previ-
ous scouting experience in Honolu-
lu.

Poston Sociology
Group Makes Trip

POSTON, Ariz.—Thirteen mem-
bers of the Bureau of Sociologi-
cal Research left Poston Wednes-
day of last week for Window Rock,
Ariz., where they will spend two
or three weeks in intensive study,
reviewing and consolidating data
gathered in Poston to date, says
the Chronicle.

The group was accompanied by
Dr. A. H. Leighton, head of the
bureau, and Miss - Elizabeth Col-

son.
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L.A. Chinese Girl Scouts Send

Materials to Evacuee Friends

U. S. Studying
Evacuee Tire
Use, Report

Government Proceeds
Carefully in Making Use
Of Needed Materials

WASHINGTON — Officials in
the office of Rubber Director Wil-
liam M. Jeffers this week informe
California interests the governmeht
agency is making a survey of the
Japaese evacuee tire situation with
a view toward ordeFing the release

of inactive tires owned by persons
of Japanese ancestry.

Arthur Dudley, secretary-manag-
er of the Sacramento chamber of
commerce, was given this assur-
ance after a conference with offi-
citls of the Jeffers organization.

Dudley joined with Representa-
tive B. W. Gearhart, R., Fresno and
Representative Leroy Johnson, R.,
Fresno, in urging the Jeffers ag-
ecy to take steps toward making
the tires available for relief of the
rubber shortage.

-Officials assured Dudley the run-
ber agency has not overlooked the
possibility of securing for immed-
iate use large numbers of tires
on stored automobiles and trucks
owned by persons of Japanese an-
cestry who have been evacuated to
relocation centers.

Government Proceeds Cautiously

At the same time, however, it
was stated the Jeffers office was
“proceeding cautiously” in the mat-
ter.

“I am informed,” said Dudley,
“that a survey is now being made
of the Japanese tire situation and
certain discisions will be announc-
ed with respect to the tires as
soon as the findings are in.™

Officials of the War Relocation
Authority estimated at least 8,000
cars owned by persons of Japan-
ese ancestry in California are in
storage and available for securing
tires. This estimate contrasts with
views of the California State cahm-
ber of commerce and other groups
that there are 20,000 to 25,000 cars
owned by evacuees in tsorage.

In a speech before the House,
Rep. Gearhart last week criticized
Jeffers for failing to use the tires
owned by the evacuees and asked
for “immediate action.”
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Johnson Asks
House Action

On Investigation . -

WASHINGTON — Rep. Leroy
Johnson, R., California, said this
week he had asked the House rules
committee for a hearing on his res-
olution to investigate the war re-
location centers for Japanese eva-
cuees.

Johnson said he had pointed out
there had been no segregation of
aliens and American-born Japanese,
that there has been much evidence
of loose handling of.the situation
and that many cars belonging to
the evacuees are in storage and are
useless.

“If they give me a chance to
present the resolution to the House,
we will then have a hearing as to
whether the investigation should be
authorized,” he said. “The Senate
now has before it a bill to transfer
authority over these persons to the
War Department.”

Meanwhile Senator Mon C. Wall-
gren, D., Washington, expressed
the hope this week that investiga-
tions by the Senate military affairs
sub-committee will result in a new
policy for handling the evacuees
which is both “humane and real-
istie.”

In a letter to a Washington busi-
ness man, Wallgren stated that he
hoped the investigation, started by
introduction of his resolution call-
ing for transfer of management
of the centers from the War Re-
location Authority to the War De-
partment, would result in sorting
out loyal from disloyal Japanese.

“There is no doubt in my mind,”
he said, “but that there should be
rigorous military control of all sus-
pected disloyal individuals among
the Japanese. On the other hand,
I think that in this time of vital
manpower shortages the nttion can
ill afford to waste the manpower
resources represented by the loyal
Japanese who now, at best. are
making no real contribution to the
nation's well-being.”

The senator said his resolution
had been introduced in an effort
to develop a study of the whole
evacuation question and to develop
a program best suited to assure
“an American way

of hapdling this

Stored Farm
Equipment May
Be Utilized

Will Be Placed in Use
To Produce War-Needed
Crops, According to Plans

SAN FRANCISCO — Several
hundred pieces of idle farm equip-
ment owned by persons of Japanese
ancestry now in war relocation cen-
ters will-be put to use producing
war-needed crops if plans of the
War Relocation Authority mater-
ialize.

The fact that large quantities of
farm machinery are in storage in
the three Pacific Coast states, serv-
ing no useful purpose, was the sub-
ject of recent criticism by the Cali-
%ornia Senate committee on eco-
nomic planning.

Russell Robinson, head of the
WRA'’s division on evacuee proper-
ty, said everything possible is being
done to put this equipment to use.

At present, a survey is under
way at the ten relocation centers
to determine from the evacuees
themselves all of the farm rpachin-
ery they still own. In addition, re-
resentatives of the division have
been in the field from Canada to
Mexico contacting all agencies con-
cerned to find out everything pos-
sible about stored equipment.

“In a few weeks,” Robinson said,
“we will haye a complete inventory
of every piece of farm equipment
that still is in the ownership of the
Japanese.”,
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Topaz Engagement
Is Announced

TOPAZ, Utah—The engagement
of Rose Ogi to Private Tei Tao of
Fort Warren, Wyoming, was an-
nounced by Mr. and Mrs. K. Ogi
of 4-2-D Sunday afternoon at
an informal tea party attended by
close friends. Private Tao, neph-
ew of Mr. and Mrs, K. Someya of
Topaz, and his flancee will be mar-
ried shortly at Fort Warren where

difficult problem.”
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