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By ummm s CNO
National JACL President

What is a Japanese Ameri-
can (JA)? What relationship
does a JA have to Japanese
Nationals, to Japan, o Issei
ruldmu of the United States,

er Asian Americans to

~ Except for my tour of duty
at Hearl Hwnmin Wyoming,

JA (?l

during the duration of the
war and my occupation duties
in Japan dur!:ng t he latter

\ forties and early fifties, my

experience has been one of
living and associating with a
heterogeneous and polyglot
community. Meeting and so-
cializing with people from

Africa, the Middle East, the

Far East, South and Central
America Europe, and ete., has
been an eye opening exper-
ience. So also, has been the

~ experience of meeting and so-

cializing with people from all
parts of America and people
from all walks of life and all
colors, religions and creeds.

We, in America, share many
common experlenc&s either di-
rectly or vicariously. Through
the process of the mass me-
dia, the unconscious regimen-
tation of the mind has en-
lightened some minds, corrod-
‘ed some, eroded uthers and
pain]essly paralyzed many.
‘The masses of the people, un-
fortunately, are led, and at

 this point I am not sure In

which direction. The reason
they are led is because they
don't want to take time to
THINK. Very few people al-
so come up with original ideas.
Usually, like plagiarism, it is

swiped from someone else and

possibly embellished.
e ]

¥ .

In the past, people were ig-
norant because they were de-
nied a good education which
generally was reserved for the
rich and the clergy. Illiteracy
was rampant because people
were not taught to read and
write. Today, countries like
Japan and Russia claim al-
most 100% literacy and the
United States about 989% Ilit-
eracy. Today, people are ig-
norant because the sheer mass
of knowledge makes it impos-
sible for one person to know
everything there is or needs
to be known, in spite of the
high literacy rate. To com-
g;ua:l the pi'oblem, thte mass

e people are not very
eeﬁc-ab&put..them..mditm
thus they may read more, but

‘know less of what is happen-

ing about them.

The universal problem, in
a sense, and as it seems to
me is that we are plagued
with a problem of support-
ing leadership with a major-
ity of the people behind any
one leader. The age of revolu-
tions, again in my opinion,
started when the nation-state
started and has been going
on ever since. We lived in
and are living in a divided
world. We are not divided for
any one thing, but many
things. In addition. the divid-
ed factions are, more often
than not, divided among them-

L £ L

It is difficult to even
achieve consensus on minor
1ssues let alone major ones.

. At the present time we are
"being led by a president who

did not receive the majori-
iy vote, but won on a plura-
lity of less than 50%. Many

. other countries have no elec-
- tions, and those that do, many

are rigged. Governments tak-
en over by coup d'etat and
led by military juntas are
commonplace. Because of the
complexities of administering
a government, ‘it is difficult to
make a wise choice of lead-
ership, even where a demo-

- cracy exists. With so many
divisions and so much diffi-

culty in making a wise deci-
there is no wonder it

sensus on anythmg

~ An expert in public admin-
istration once made the state-
ment that he could find for
each principle of public admi-
nistration an opposite and

~equally justifiable principle.

That was over fifteen years

ago when I was taking a class
in public administration and I
still find his statement true.,
No one wonde:s there are di-

visions and each side thinks
their side is right. They are
right; it just depends on

which side you are lunhng a’t
-it from.

Like George Orwell's Aﬂl-
mal Farm, everyone is eg

SAN FRANCISCO—The Bay
Area Community JACL chap-
ter last week protested the in-
vitation of Japan Foreign Mi-
nister Fukuda as principal

for the Congressional
inner at the National JACL

‘convention in Washington,

DG

In a letter mrcu!nted April
5 to the National JACL Ex-
ecutive Committee, chapter
co-chairmen Edison Uno and
Ron Lai characterized the se-
lection of the foreign minis-
ter as “inappropriate and in-
congruous™” and “may actual-
lv do harm to the future of
Japanese Americans.”

The National JACL Execu-
tive Commitiee was asked to
consider the protest at their
regularly scheduled meeting
this weekend (Aprl] 21-23) in
Los Angeles.

“The Congressinnal Dinner
should provide a podium to
express the concerns of Japa-
nese Americans — not those
of a foreign government,” said
Uno and Lai. They observ-
ed that the foreign minister
will not be interested in the
welfare of American citizens
of Japanese ancestry, but in-
stead will attempt to influ-
ence U.S. congressmen on Ja-
pan’s economic, political, and
military interests, °

Felt Wrong Way

Noting that the Bay Area
Community JACL recently
presented a syvmposium on
U.S.-Japan relations, the co-
chairmen said, “We are acute-
Iv aware that United States-
Japan relations affect Japan-
ese Americans,' but this i1s the
wrong way to improve rela-
tions. The JACL should not be
used as a vehicle to further
the goals of a foreign power.”

At that symposium, Yuji
Ichioka discussed the *‘great
debate” which took place wi-
thin the Japanese community
in the 1930s. Many Issei felt
that Nisei should provide a
“bridge for wunderstanding”
and “explain Japan's position
to Americans.” At that time,
there was a close identity be-
tween the Japan Foreign Mi-
nister and the Issei commu-
nity, which proved a disad-
vantage for all Japanese
Americans in 1941,

“With historic hindsight, we

now realize that th e Nisei,
even if thev wanted to do so.
were 1ll - equipped to fulfill
such an ambitious role in in-
ternational affairs,” said Uno
and Lai adding, “‘Besides. Ja-
pan has always looked down
on emigrants and their des-
cendants and onlv want fo
use ‘overseas’ Japanese for
their own gain.”

Cqbinet Shakeup Seen

“Not only are U.S.-Japan
relations strained, but intern-

ernment is presently under
heavy attack, and there may
be a cabinet shake-up, with
a change in foreign ministers
by June,” reported the co-
chairmen. Irregularities dur-
ing the ratification of the Oki-
nawa Reversion treaty, plus
recently revealed secret doc-
uments on Okinawan claims,
have left the Sato cabinet
vulnerable to change. Foreign
Minister Fukuda plays a cen-
tral role in the controversy.
“Due to poor news cover-
age, most Japanese Americans
are unaware of this controver-
sy, and the alarming changes
taking place in Japan todav.
We should not be so close-
ly identified with Japan,

ty of JAs. As a mMmatter of
fact, if my intuition is cor-
rect, the small vocal minori-
tv that dissents, will general-
ly be speaking for that small
vocal minority. The majority
of people and in this case,
the JAs. could care less. Fur-
thermore, who is to sayv the
minority is right (or wrong)?
And, vice versa, who is to
say the majority, if there is
such "'a. thing 1is right (or
wrong)?

320 S. 3rd East
Salt Lake City, Utah 8411]

minister protested

which is beginning to show
signs of expansionism and re-
militarization.  Congressmen
have long memories, and har-
bor persistent stereotyvpes,”
warned Uno and Lal.

“The purpose of JACL has
always been to improve con-
ditions in America for the
benefit of American citizens,
co it seems very peculiar that
this vear’'s convention com-
mittee is suddenly compelled
to prm*ide a podium to push
Japan'’s economic Inferests,
rlght in Washington, D.C.. be-
fore U.S. congressmen and at
a time when Japanese textile,
electronic. and auto imports
are begining to cause racist
reactions,”’ sald th e chapter
representatives.

An Opportunity -

The chapter statement con-
cluded with the thought, “The
Congressional Dinner will be
a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to inform congressmen
on the interests and problems
of Japanese Americans and
other Asian Americans. The
major speaker should be able
to articulate such concerns to
the assembled senators and
representatives.”

County drug abuse
problem geffing
worse, panel fold

LOS ANGELES Though
some 88 drug-abuse programs
and 52 alcoholism programs
operate currently in Los An-
geles County, there 1s no co-
ordination between them, the
problem is getting worse in
spite of their efforts and there
1S much despair and frustra-
fion, according to Dr. JoKichi
Takamine,

The president of the L os
Angeles County Medical Assn.
was addressing the National
Commission on Marijuana and

"Drug Abuse here last week

(April 11).

Drug abuse problems will
continue until users and all
of society look inside them-
selves for the causes, Taka-
mine said. Until society gets
at the root causes of drug ab-
use there will alwayvs be an-
other drug coming along and
the next generation will be
faced with the same problem.

Nixon Cimmission

The commission, appointed
by President Nixon, is charg-
ed with formulating a nation-
al policy to deal with drug

abuse. Last month it recom-
- ligy—on. nyarijua--

ision-research lakoratory as chief

na, suggesting its use in the
privacy of the home should be
decriminalized.

Takamine said he was op-
posed to setting up clinies of-
fering heroin to addicts,
countering an earlier prnpmsal
presented to the commission
as a means of reducing the
enormous cost to soclety of
the estimated 500,000 heroin
addicts who steal to support
their habit.

Calif. education dept.

seeks Asian educators

SAN MATEO, Calif. The
State Dept. of Education is
seeking Asian American edu-
cators for vancancies on a
high-priority task force to
prevent conflict in .secondary
schools, according to Mus.

Florence Yoshiwara of the
Japanese American Curricu-
lum Project. P.O. Box 367,
San Mateo 94401,

The task force needs edu-
cators who hve had experi-
ence as high school principals,
assistant principals or dean of
students who have demon-
strated ability to work effec-
tivelv with students, faculty
and community.
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HODDING CARTER, JR., 65

Mississippi edifor won Pulifzer Prize
in 1946 in defense of Nisei loyalty

GREENVILLE, Miss.—Hodd-
ing Carter Jr., crusading Mis-
sissippi publmhel—edltnr who
won thc Pulitzer Prize in 19=
46 for his editorial in defense
of Nisei lovalty, died April 4
at his home here. He was 69.

A Louisianan who ran the
Delta Democrat-Times as pub-
lisher-editor until a few vearb
ago when he turned over the
post of editor to son, Hodd=
ing Carter 3d, his editorials
against racial segregation 1n
the South were well known
but it was his editorial ‘ﬂf
Aug. 27, 1945 which won him
American journalism’'s pre-
mier award for editorial writ-
ing.

Specifically the award not-
ed an editorial titled, “Go for
Broke’’,
for returning Nisel
which said in part:

‘Go For Broke’

“The loyal Nisel have shot
the works. From the begin-
ning of the war they have
been on trial, in and out of
uniform. in army camps and
relocation centers, as combat
troops in Europe and as front-
line interrogators .

“A lot of people will be-
gin saying, as soon as these
bovs take off their uniforms,
that ‘a Jap is a Jap’, and
that the Nisei deserve no con-
sideration. A majority won't
say or believe this, but an
active minority can have its
way against an apathetic ma-
jority.

“It seems to us that the
Nisei slogan of ‘Go for Brokel’
could be adopted by all Amer-
icans of goodwill 1n the days
ahead. We've got to shoot the

soldiers,

works in a fight for toler-
ance. :
Over the years, h1s name

the
rela-

a syvnonym for
Improve race

became
batile to

‘a dozen books

asking for fairness

tions in the deep South.

He and his wife, who sur=-
vives him, started their paper
here in 1936 as the Delta Star,
then bought the Democrat-
Times two vears later which
they merged. During WW2,
Mrs. Carter served the Office
of War Information while he
joined the Army, assigned to
the Middle East with “Yank™
and the “Stars & Stripes’. A
prolific writer, he turned out
in all and
many magazine articles and
book reviews.

PC's Comment

T h e Pacific Citizen, com-
menting on the Pulitzer rec-
ognition in its May 11, 1946,
editorial, added:

“The American press, with
onlyv a few exceptions, contri-
buted greatly to the govern-
ment program of relocation of
evacuated Japanese Ameri-
Ccans doing much to In-
form the people of the war-
fime activity of Japanese.
Such activity was 1mportant,
not alone in that it carried
out the basic work of the
press which is the communi-
cation of news, but because
it also fulfilled the function

ol a Ifree press as an agent
of democracy.”’
Among newspapers favor-

able to the relocation program
mentioned in the PC editorial
were the Des Moines Regis-
ter-Tribune, Washington Post,
Chicago Sun, Milwaukee Jour-
nal and the New York press,
Also according favorable ac-
ceptance of returning eva-
cuees to the west coast were
the editors of San Francisco
Chronicle, San Francisco
News, Los Angeles Daily
News, Seattle Times, Portland
Oregonian Portland Journal,
Santa Ana Register and Sel-
ma Enterprise.

DR. JIN KINOSHITA

4

Nisei heads Nafional Eye Insfitufe

BETHESDA, Maryland — The
appointment of Dr. Jin N. Ki-
noshita as Chief of the Lab-
oratory of Vision Research,
National Eye Institute (NEI)
has been announced by Insti-
tute Director Dr. Carl Kupfer.

In this newly created posi-
tion, Dr. Kinoshita will direct
the Institute’s laboratory re-
search program to develop ba-
sic knowledge required for
solving a variety of import-
ant problems related to eve
disease and blindness. A dis-
tinguished scientist and an in-
ternationally recognized auth-
ority on the biochemistry of
the eve, Dr. Kinoshita was for-
merly Professor of Biochem-
ical Ophthalmolgy at Harvard
Medical School.

In 1968, he was honored by
JACL as Nisei of the Bien-
nium.

San Francisco-Born

Dr. Kinoshita was born in
San Francisco, graduated from
Bard College, Columbia Univ-
ersity and received his Ph. D.
from Harvard in 1952. He also
holds an honorary Sc. D. from
Bard College.

In 1952, Dr. Kinoshita be-
came an instructor in biologi-
ca! chemistry at the How e
Laboratory and the Dept. of
Biological Chemistry at Harv-
ard Merical School, In 1956,
he was given a simultaneous
appnintment as assoclate in
biological chemistry at Harv-
ard and biochemist with the
Magsachusetls Eve and Ear
Infirmary. Dr. Kinoshita be-
came assistant professor in bi-
ological chemistry at Harvard
10 1957 and in 1964 was nam-
ed associate professor in bio-
chemicalu ophthalmology. A
full professorship was confer-
red earlier this vear.

An extremely active inves-

Merit S&L hits record

savings of $14 million

;L.OS ANGELES — Merit Sav-
ings and Loan Assn., announc-
ed quarterly earnings ending
March 31, of $28.169 or 70
cents per share on 40,000
shares outstanding. Total sav-
ings increased to an all-time
high of $14,002,958,

tigator., Dr. Kinoshita has
been an outstanding contribu-
tor to the scientific literature
on vision disorders, particu-
larly to knowledge of the me-
tabolism of the lens and oth-
er ocular tissues and the che-
mical mechanisms involved
with the onset of cataract.

Other Honors

Dr. Kinoshita was the re-
cipient of the Friedwald Mem-
orial Award of the Association
for Research in Vision and
Ophthalmology in 1965 and
shared in the Research to Pre-
vent Blindness Board of Trus-
tees Award in 1969. He was a
member of the Visual Scien-
ces Study Section, NIH, from
1965-1969 and was a member
of NElI's Board of Scientific
Counselors until his appoint-
ment to the Institute’s staff.

Dr. Kinoshita was a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees
of the Association for Re-
search in Vision and Ophthal-
mology from 1964-1969 and
was elected Chairman of the
Board in 1970.

Dr. Kinoshita and his wife
reside at 7509 Leesburg Place,
Bethe:-..da Md.

West L.A. JACL summer

flight tourists to meet

LOS ANGELES — A special
meeting to prepare and assist
West Los Angeles JACL mem-
bers going to Japan this sum-
mer via Northwest Orient Air-
lines will be held April 21,
7130 p.m., at Felicia Mahood
Recreation Center.
Details for the charter trav-
such as passport photos,
visa information, medical
shots, luggage, clothing and
other tour information will be
provided.

The West L.A. JACL chart-
81' group, departing Friday,
June 23, and returning Satur-
day, July 15, is not required
to purchase a land tour though

e price for an itinerary from
Japan Travel Bureau is with-
out equal., The round-trip jet
alr fare is $335 including tax-
.

Additional information may
be secured from:

el,

Roy Takeda, treasurer, 1702
Wellesly Ave., Los Angeles 90025;

820-1133 (day), 820-4300.
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Tsujio Kato (left), first
(Calif.)
Ken Nakaoka who won
[or this post.

—Kashu Mainichi Photo.

MELTING-POT THEORY SUBTLE FORM
OF BIAS, METHODIST BISHOPS TOLD

ATLANTA, Ga. — “Racism
still exists In our churches.”
stated the Rev. Peter Chen,

chairman of the Asian Amer-
ican Caucus and pastor of the
Centenary United DMethodist
Church 1n Los Angeles, when
he addressed the Consultation

between the Council of Bish-
ops and Representatives from
t h e Commission on Religion
and Race and Minority groups
of the United Methodist
Church here on April 8.

“The melting pot theory 1s
a subtle tvpe of racism of
dehumanization. Church exe-
cutives tend to be the tools
enforcing the conformity of
{ he Institution,” continued
Rev, Chen as he spoke on an
“Overview of Minority Con-
cerns’” 1in behalf of the four
major ethnic caucuses of the
United Methodist Chuhch.

A representative from each
ethnic caucus — Indian, His-
panic,. Black, an d--Asian..—
then presented their own sto-
ry. The Rev. George Nishika-
wa, executive director for Re-
search and Development for
the Asian. American Caucus
in Oakland, Calif., made an
1llustrated color slide report
that made a great impression
on the Bishops and members
of the Commission on Reli-
gion and Race.

To Acquaint Bishops

The afternoon session was
spent in small group discus-
sions with each Bishop get-
ting an opportunity to ques-
tion and to be informed on
any subject peculiar to each
ethnic caucus. The Rev. Paul
Hagiva, pastor of the Simpson

Sealfle fo hosi
BCA convention
for women groups

SEATTLE, Wash. — On April
29 and 30 some 1,000 women
affiliated with the Buddhist
Churches of America will as-
semble here for their 15th na-
tional convention. Many ol
these delegates will represent
the dwindling Issei—the moth-

ers, grandmothers and great-
grandmothers who brought

Buddhism here and nurtured
their American children in the
venerable traditions of an an-
cient land In a new unde-
veloped land.

According to Bishop Kenryu
Tsuii of the Buddhist Church-
es of America, who will be the
kKevnote speaker, the role and
pre-eminence of “fujin” in the
Buddhist movement have been
long-established and highly
regarded, Since d00 years be-
fore the Christian era began,
the Buddhist goal of “enlight-
enment” has been the pre-
rogative of every individual;
and in spite of the social
structure of any country,
women have continuously
functioned as full members of
the Sangha.

The Olvmpic Hotel will
serve as home-base with the
Secattle Buddhist Church at
1427 Main St. providing ad-
ditional facilities.

22nd National JACL Convention

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Come to Washington, D.C.
‘Where the Action Is’

10 Weeks Remain

Until Nat’‘l JACL Convention
June 27 (Tues.)-July 1 (Sat.)

United Methodist Church in
Arvada. Colo., served as co-
ordinator of one of the groups.

In summarizing the twelve-
hour long session th e Rev.
Chen said “It was a wonder-
ful experience to meet the top
executives of the Church (Bi-
shops) who spent the whole
day with us. Their openness
and concerned expresions was
Interesting to us we tried
to inform them of our prob-
lems on a man-to-man level.
It was probably the first time
that many of the Bishops
were made aware of the pre-

do

sence of Asians in the Unit-
ed Methodist Church.”

T he Commission on Relil-
gion and Race of the Unit-
ed Methodist Church funds
seven projects on the West
Coast: Chinatown Service
Center, Los Angeles; Filipino

Information Service Help, San
Francisco, Oakland, and Val-
lejo; Korean Service Center,
San Francisco; East Bav Ja-
panese for Action Berkeley:
ReSearch™ and Development
for Asilan Americans, Berke-
lev: Asian Services Center.
Stockton; and the Asian
Drop-In Center, Seattle.

— —— rm— ——

Two Sac'to sisters
sue 3.P. railroad
for $6.5 million

STOCKTON, Calif. — A S6.5
million . civil suit has been
[iled on behalf of two Sacra-
mento sisters injured earlier
this month 1n a car-train acci-
dent 1n Farmington.

One sister, Katherine Shiroi.
27, is listed in poor condition
in San Joaquin General Hos-

pital. Debra Shiroi, 18, was
recently released from the
hospital.

Damages — $3.5 million for

crifically injured Katherine
and $2.75 million for Debra—
o~ sought from Southern Pa-
cific Transportation Co.
accident occurred on
the Southern Pacific tracks at
State Highway 4 in Farming-
ton when a l4-car train oper-
ated by engineer Willard L.
Powell, 56, of Tracy struck
an eastbound car driven by
Libby Zimmerman, 29, of
Sacramento. The Shirol sisters
were passengers in Miss Zim-
merman's auto.

In the law suit, Southern
Pacific is charged with negli-
gence in the operation of the
traln and carelessness 1n the
maintenance ol crossing sig-
nals as well as a lack of pro-
per warning signals.

Miss Zimmerman, who was
not hospitalized, was cited by
a Highwayv Patrol officer for
failing to heed the train horn
at the crossing.

i

PSW facing Nat'l
council agenda

GARDENA, Calif. — lIssues
expected to develop at the Na-
tional JACL Council meetings
the last week of June 1n
Washington will be discussed
at the Pacific Southwest Dis-
trict Council second quarter-
|y session this Sunday, April
23, at the Gardena Valley
Gardener’'s Assn. Bldg., 15000
S. Western Ave.

Hosted by the Gardena Val-
ley JACL, the sessions will be
called to order at 9 a.m. by
Gov. Helen Kawagoe. The S$4
fee covers a continental
breakfast before 9 a.m. and
noon luncheon.

Emphasis on the education-
al and visual communication
projects in JACL 15 expected
as Harry Kawahara and Bob
Nakamura, national chairman
of the respective committees,
will discuss their proposals
for the 1973-74 biennium.

Rate Per Year
S6. Foreign $8.50

FIVE NISEI WIN
IN 50. CALIF.
CITY ELECTIONS

of Gardena elected
mayvor 1in

provided

6-6Y36

12 CENTS

Ken Nakaoka First
Popularly-Elected
Mayor of Gardena

LLos Angeles
the nearby City
1ts first
Ken K. Nakaoka.
last week (April 11), an

Voters of

TP

incumbent who had been nam-

ed to the post by his col-
leagues In the city council two
vears ago.

A  community of 41.000
where some 8,000 are Japan-
ese, Nakaoka 1s t h e South-
land’s first popularlyv-elected
Nisel mayor, who polled 4,492
votes. Councilman Edmund J.
Russ, his closest opponent, got
3,933 votes. Both are, inciden-
tally Gardena Valley JACL
1000 Club members.

Nakaoka paced in 30 of the
41 precincts in the mayvoral-
Ly race.

In the seven-man race for
the single Gardena city coun-
cil seat, Paul T. Bannai, nos-
ed out the last time, was
successiul with 3.134 votes.
Twenty-one vear old William
R. Morishita ran sixth in this
race with 240 votes.

Other Municipal Elections

In the adjacent city of Car-
son where a bitterlv contested
race was waged bv 16 for
three city council seats. Sak
Yamamoto with 2,689 ousted
iIncumbent mavor John H,
[.eahy by a bare 37 votes to

show as a winner. Two vears
ago Leahy edged the Nisel
councilman by 97 votles.

Nisel councilmen were also
elected for the first time 1In
Oxnard and Hemet.

Dr. Tsujio Kato with 3,648
votes 1In a 26-man race for
two seats at Oxnard won. He
outpolled the incumbent may-
or who had 2,589. William Soo
Hoo, first Asian elected to.the
city council several vears ago,
finished 1n sixth place with
1,065,

Ken J. Nishio was second
with 2.065 1n the 7-man race
for three city council seats in
Hemet, Riverside County.

In northerm S an Diego
County Thomas F. Yamaguchi
placed tenth with 104 votes in
the 14-man San Marcos race
for three city council seats.

In Santa Barbara County,
incumbent mavor You Ung
Wong of Guadalupe was re-
elected to the city council
with 249 votes.

Union City, Pleasanton
elect Nisei to councils

OAKLAND, Calif Two
communities In Alameda
Countyv here have elected Ni-
sel to the city council this past
week (April 11): Tom Kita=-
yvama of Union City and 8.
Flovd Mori of Pleasanton.

Kitavama was returned to
office with a total of 1,990
votes to top a field of eight
in a race for three council
seats. He had served the city
councill continuously for 11
vears since the city was In-
corporated in 1959 and two
vears ago was edged by a
slim margin of 10 votes. This
time he had a comfortable
200-plus vote margin.

Running f or public offica
the first time, Mori, a profes-
sor of economics at Chabot
College in Hayward, led a
field of 11 candidates vying
for three seats with 3,673
votes. He 1s the son of the
Shigenobu Moris, w h o still
live in Midvale, Utah. He 1s
the seventh child of eight in
the family, married to the for-

e

mer Irene M ano of Sandy,
Utah, and they have four
children.

Tax deadline unmoved

SACRAMENTO Assembly-
man Eugene Chappie (R), a
Placer County JACLer, was
unable to push his bill
through to extend the filing
deadline for state income
taxes 1o April 30. The dead-
line stay s—-—-Apul Ia

DEADLINES

Apr. 153—Inagaki Chapter of Ble
ennium Award applications by
chapters to respective District
Governors.

April 15—Chapter nominations
of one candidate for National
JACL college {reshman scholar-
ship. (Applicants should iInguire
with local chapter for details.)

April 28 (60 dayvs prior)—Basie
JACL Budget to Chapters.

May 1—Nominations by chape-
ters for Nisei of Biennium to
George Kimura, 2061 E 3220 South,
salt ke City, Utah 84109,

May 1—District nominations for
JACLer of Biennium to Jack Oga=

mi, 376 E. Commercial St., Welser,
Idaho 83672,
May 8—-Proposals for Constitu-

amendments filed by Dis-
Council or National Board
National Director.

Mayv 26 (30 days prior)—Notifi-
cation to c-hnpters of any pro-
posed Constitutional amendments
as filed with National Director,

May 28—Convention hopper
closes for consideration of items
by the National Council; matters
may be submitted to appropriate
National Committee, Natifonal
JACL Board or Staff. NB: Pro-
posals. recommendations, requesta
for funding require concise state-
ment, supporting data and docus
ments, Oral Pmenuunn o Na=
tional Council will be permitted
advance notice and ==
auest have hssn anproves

tional
Lrict
with
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AN INVITATION TO THE GAIMUSHO-DALJIN

~ Bristles are coarse and prickg as a noun and ver-
~ bally mean to agitate. Such is the situation in wake
~ ﬂffiz Washington, D.C. Convention Board’s invitation
~ (PC, Mar. 31) to the Foreign Minister of Japan to
‘address the convention’s congressional banquet. This
past week, Bay Area Community JACL protested the
~ invitation, asking the National JACL executivé com-
mittee meeting this weekend at Los Angeles to re-
view the convention board’s decision. The PC letterbox
 received at least four letters—one from the Chicago
JACL board chairman and the others all from Bay
Community members, and an essay from Yuji
ka, member of the National JACL international
?‘fairs committee who is also a Bay Area Community
Lo e LR

‘The subject was also discussed by the Ethnic Con-
cerns Committee here this past week and it suggested
gomeone who could espouse the Nisei cause might be
more appropriate. The Bay Area Community chapter
co-chairmen agreed that is a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
_ tunity to publicly inform the men in Congress of the

: interests and problems of Asian Americans.

3 ~ What may develop from this ferment is a transfer

of such convention prerogatives as selecting principal

ers by the host chapter to the National organiza-

tion through its National Board. It may even mean the

~next national executive director will have the added

work responsibility of serving as producer of the of-

;_ ficial convention program as well as prepare the

agenda for the National Council.

k % 3 ' . .

- 'This is going back some—back to 1958, when JACL
3 - endured a similar spasm caused by the question of
whethter JACL’s U.S.-Japan policy should be expanded
Lo, o PranoL. BT ¥
3 - One side contended JACL should stay clear, since
they feared JACL could be used .as a “tool” or be
branded as a “front” organization. JACL’s prestige to
speak up for persons of Japanese ancestry in this
- county would also be sullied by becomin
i with international relations. The JACL should continue
3 its public relations role to sell the Japanese Americans
- toother Americans. “We are still afraid that something
may go wrong,” they cautioned.
- JACL should continue to work in the field it has
been most effective—promoting the welfare of per-
- sons of Japanese ancestry in America, though the point
was made that the role of Nisei and that of JACL are
~ not necessarily the same. If JACL decided against be-
.~ coming involved wouldn’t mean Nisei are uninterested
- in promoting better U.S.-Japan relations. Conversely,
the Nisei showed greater interest in U.S.-Japan re-
e ations wouldn’t mean JACL should become involved.
~ Because JACL is the most influential organization of
- persons of Japanese ancestry does not necessarily
follow it must participate in international relations as
JACL cannot carry the burden on all matters. In fact,
t was contended Japanese chambers of commerce or
~ the Japan Societies in America rank as the more prop-
~er groups fo engage in this field.
~_ “Participation in international relations means run-

.
[

AR g:?g the risk of destroying the value of JACL” and
- “if JACL is destroyed, no organization among persons
- of Japanese ancestry can take its place”. It is better to
- preserve JACL's position so that it can be of service in
- Some may recognize the thoughts expressed above.
ney were the personal observations of Saburo Kido,
wartime National JACL president.

| W S

% * :
tivated by the f1':|hilt:|s«:>;:ihy' that we should help
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- keep Japan in the _
- Inendly to the U.S., the other side of this question
T lle d for liberalizing the JACL attitude which then
- was strictly hands-off “unless the welfare of persons
of Japanese ancestry in the U.S. was direg;lly in-

0lv é:, a policy enunciated at the 1954 national con-
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e emotions aroused by this issue, this side as-

were based on trying to appear as a “simon

ire” American to the point “we are afraid to exer-

- Cise our prerogative a5 Americans”. JACL was “simon

- pure” before Pearl Harbor but that didn’t prevent
- Evacuation, it was noted. '

- While it was deemed proper for JACL to work for
- repealing the Japanese exclusion law, stay of deporta-
- ton and return of vested property since there were

~ personal and immediate benefits, this side asked where
~ the logic was if benefits were not quite direct by tak-
_If Japan remains friendly, there’s little to worry

f she weren't, the Nisei could still suffer because
jal identification in spite of whatever stands
night have taken for the reason that John Q.
o't even be aware of them.
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING INSTITUTES—It takes a

of volunteers to help run an organization like

JACL. In fact, without volunteers, it is doubtful that

JACL could afford to engage in so many varied activi-

tiés and projects. But like paid staff, volunteers need

' nities to improve their skills and knowledge in
er to be of more effective service.

We have properly accorded recognition to our vol-
ut I cannot recall JACL evel provid-
ing in-service and leadership training programs for
its volunteers. Such programs can provide personal
benefits that extend far beyond the commendations
that often signify, more often than not, the completion
of volunteer services.

- The JACL volunteer is not a special person, en-
dowed with unusual skills and knowledge. His occu-
pation, education, or social status have no relation
to his reasons for volunteering. What is common to all
who volunteer for JACL is a personal commitment to
its purposes. What motivates him to serve is the per-
sonal satisfaction of being able to make his contribu-
tion to a cause which he believes in. The stronger this
commitment, the greater and more effective the in-
volvément.

- The JACL volunteer is not doing so out of a sense
of obligation or duty, but rather because of the deep
concern he has about the human inequities in our so-
ciety and his conviction that JACL can play a signi-
ficant role in helping to correct these inequities.

Today, JACL’s programs aré becoming more issue
oriented. They are making greater demands upon vol-
unteer leadership to plan, develop and help implement
increasingly more complex and long range type proj-
écts. For JACL to continue in this direction, it will be
necessary to provide leadership training programs.

Regularly planned training institutes should be es-
tablished on a national and regional basis. Experts
should be invited to teach techniques and methods of
leadership. The ultimate benefits of these programs to
botfl;'t the volunteers and JACL will far outweigh the
COSL.

JACL cannot afford to depend upon the leadership
of a few dedicated volunteers; it cannot expect volun-
teers to learn by trial and error. Volunteers deserve
opportunities fo improve their leadership skills and
knowledge. JACL must provide these opportunities.

(ETE &m ¥/3/72
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~ LETTERS FROM OUR READERS

Congressional banquet

Editor:

The invitation fo the for-
eign minister of Japan to ad-
dress the National JACL Con-
vention congressional banquet
(PC, Mar. 31) 1s most regret-
table. For one thing it will
léave an erroneous impression
on the legislators and the gen-
eral public on the purpose
and direction of the JACL.

We are just now beginning
to carve our path in Amer-
ica as Third World peoples.
Certainly we are nurtured and
strengthened by our history,
but our future as Asian
Americans must not be bound
to the apron strings of the
political and social culture
which we are not a part of
and one we do not really
fully compreheend.

Secondly, I feel the foreign
minister will use the forum

-« Weé offer for his political ad-

Kaz Horita, Nat’l Vice-President
for Public Affairs

* @ -

FOR OPENERS . . .

| Norristown, Pa.
In a few months, the 22nd Biennial National JACL Con-
vention will be taking place in Washington, D.C. Members
and Chapters have been hearing from the Washington, D.C.
Chapter about the programs, the format and the plans for
this very special National Convention, the first and probably
only one which will be held in the East.

There is one phase of Na- —
tional Conventions which has
not elicited much comments,
attention, or conversation. I

vention, concentrate on it,
makes a lot of sense. It also

am speaking specifically about encourages more participation
the ning Mixer. : by the helping Chapter. Thus,
In the normal Washington, taking the lead from the

D.C. Chapter manner, I be- Washington, D.C. Chapter, all

lieve that the Opening Mixer

future Convention host Chap-

will also be a “first timer.”
For those of you that will be
fortunate enough to make it
and I can’'t see how anyone
coming to the Convention

ters ought to consider the pos-
sibility to an assist from
neighboring Chapters. :

In conclusion, put a big red

would choose to miss it — the
Opening Mixer is going to be
a real “rootin - tootin”, “greet
and hug your friends — or
anyone that you want to”
kind of an affair. In fact, if
you happen to be within a few
hours drive from the Conven-
tion site, you'll want to come
Oon over.

What is the Washington,
D.C. Chapter doing to set off
such a starting firecracker?
Well, they have twisted arms
and with some elusive reason-
ing related to something called
District ration, Washing-
ton has convinced the Phila-
delphia Chapter to take charge
of the Opening Mixer.

Philadelphia has taken on
the project with “gang buster”
enthusiasm. With Dr. H. Tom
Tamaki chairing the Commit-
tee in charge of the Opening
Mixer, and with his charm-
ing Mrs., Marion, urging him
on, Committee members have
met to discuss the Opening
Mixer” until the wee hours on
a number of occasions already.

I'm sure many more plan-
ning man-hours will ‘be ex-
pended on the planning for
this Opening Mixer than for
any previous Opening Mixer.

Philadelphia already has plans

to “case the joint” soon. Plans
are for a special crew to be
at the Convention site early
to make preparations. There's
plenty of planning on stream.

The theme and motif will
be that of the gay and festive
life in Japan. The theme af-
ter much discussion was
settled to be “Ginza Cabaret.”
There will be plenty of lan-
terns, even a tea house and a
torii at the entrance.

A songfest in both Japa-

nese and English for those
with a hearty voice and even

the weak is planned. There
will be ondos and odoris and
the participant will be you. As
enter, if someone doesn’t

2

X on your calendar for the
27th of June—join the Wash-
ington and Philadelphia Chap-
ters to start your Convention
participation with a bang —
and by the way, bring your
happi-coat for the Mixer, if
you have one,

GESTURE
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OF ‘ON-GAESHV

< vancement without any con-

. : cérn for our interests. My li-

¥ * mited contacts with Japanese

& ¢ business firms and diplomats
%t & would tend to supp

‘= Statement. Our repeated e f -

4 forts to enlist their interests

¢ %y4d in the Japanese

g z#2 community of Chicago has

ort this

American

been met with indifference
and condescension. One’s
pride can take just so much,
I hope the Convéntion com-
mittee will reconsider their
stand and find a more rele-
vant speaker for us at the
National Convention.

HIROSHI KANNO
502 Westwood Dr.
Wheaton, IlL. 60187

Editer:

. « « If the JACL purports
to be truly representative of
Japanese American concerns
— and not business and in-
dustrial interests — I strong-
ly urge the seelction of an-
other major speaker who is
closely identified with the
real problems of Japanese

Americans,

AIKO ABE
225 W. 80th St.
New York 10024

Editor:

.+ . I wvehemently oppose
this choice on two grounds:

(1) As part of Prime Min-
ister Sato’s ruling clique, the
foreign minister represents
the policy of economic and
military co-operation between

the governmeént of Japan and
the government of the U.S,,
In maintaining and expanding
domination over the peoples
of Asia, and in establishing a
“riot-police state’” in Okinawa
and Japan itself ., ..

The JACL should in no way
connect itself with a govern-
ment whose interests are di-
rectly opposed to those of As-
ilan people in Asia, and in
the U.S. (Remember that Ja-
panese imperialism and mili-
tarism of pre-WW2 gave a
perfect excuse for the perse-
cution and incarceration of
Japanese Americans.)

(2) The Congressional Din-
ner 1s supposed to honor the
Issel, and to express the needs
and 1nterests of Japanese
Americans to sympathetic
congressmen. We do not need
a representative of a foreign
government to do this. It is
obvious that a representative
of th e Japanese community
can best articulate these inter-
ests.

I sincerely urge the JACL
leadership, if they are con-
cerned with making JACL a
relevant, progressive organi-

- zation, to reconsider the sel-

ecuon . .

JACL should be a voice
for the needs of Japanese peo-
ple in America, not for the
economic interests of a for-
elgn government.

We must not allow our-
selves to be manipulated by
those few individuals within
JACL who will stand to gain
from the appearance of the
foreign minister.

PATTY HIROTA-WONG

122 W. 81st
New York 10024

, « « The Foreign Minister
of Japan 1s In no way con-
cerned with or interested In
Japanese Americans; and, in
view of the Japanese Govern-
ment's position in the recent
“Nishivama-Hasumi  Affair”
concerning the OKkinawa re-
version agreements, the For-
eign Minister of Japan would
be an extremely bad choice.

We hope that the National
JACL Executive Committee
will reconsider and choose a
speaker that would be bene-
ficial, not possibly detriment-
al, to the welfare of Japan-
ese Americans.

LOIS AND

WILLIAM DENNIS
301 Kotobuki Mansion
Fukuoka, Japan 814

Time to defend Kristovich

By KATS KUNITSUGU
English Editor, Kashu Mainichi

Los Angeles
Honor is one of those words
that are so difficult to define.
It raises a confused reaction
among the young when ban-
died about as one of the rea-
sons why we are in Vietnam,
Duels used to be fought over
it in the days when swords-
men apparently had nothing
better to do than go around
fighting over it.
But one definition of it that
I hope will be neither dimmed
nor altered by changing times
is the traditional Japanese
American one of the repaying
an obligation—‘‘on-gaeshi.”

It has recently been brought
to our attention by Soichi Fu-
kui, active in the Commodore
Perry Post of the American
Legion, that the Japanese
American community has an
obligation to repay Baldo
Kristovich, who was recently
relieved of his duties as pub-
lic administrator under a cloud
of suspicion. Many people who
know Kristovich well — and
f‘h}ll:ui li'_s one of themi—i- felt

a is case suspiciously
parallels that of Dr. Thomas
T. Noguchi.

The obligation (giri) that

The only ones dra
en and govern- You just can not miss this

ly pat the JACL on 'j
wing from JACL if
advocate had great faith

. g W MRS N ke R LT
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Fukui and a number of other
Japanese Americans who were
involved in the fight to re-
move the Alien Land Law
from the California statutes
through the initiative Prop.
13 in the 1956 elections feel
Bahin g ba Lo
g Mixer will be Nis Sspearnea ve

n the Diplomat Room of the Within the state American Le-
Shoreham Hotel. The date is 8ion to endorse Prop. 13.
3 June 27, and the _ When you recall that it was
time, § p.m. | the same ic Leeﬁlm
| R which actively campaigned to

¥y institute the infamous
Now in a more serious vein, :

et you with an enthusiastic
lcomeé — you can look up
. Tom and give him H.
ere will be souvenirs. There

. favors. There will be
for prizes. Really,
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Legion in 1956, Kristovich
buttonholed the key people in
the legion and convinced them
to support the Perry Post
resolution recommending the
elimination of the Alien Land
Law.

With American Legion sup-
port behind Prop. 13, Kristo-
vich went on to form a com-
mittee of distinguished law-
yers throughout California
recommending the passage of
Prop. 13. It was one of the
earlier moves that.influenced
Californians to vote 2-1 in fa-
vor of the passage of Propo=-
gition 13.

It is not generally knownm
that Kristovich has also been
instrumental in helping Japa-
nese Americans in many other
ways. He broke down the ra-
cial barriers in the all-white
Veterans Luncheon Club by
having a Nisei admitted, and
he helped home-owners fight
red tape during the days when
discrimination against Japa-
nese Americans was still pre-
valent. During the Noguchi
hearing, Kristovich kept the
lines of communication open
between Dr. Noguchi and
other coroners throughout the
state and was severely criti-
cized for it by former County
Administrator Lindon Hol-
linger.

“Baldo was always a
champion of the underdog in
the best American tradition,”
Fukui states.

“In spite of all the accusa-
tions against him, Baldo is not
a rich man, The Kristovichs

y are having a financially diffi-

cult time, as those who par-

. ticipated in the Noguchi af-
1= fair are well aware,” Fukui

it was necessary to take food
to the Noguchi family whose
life savings were spent on get-
ting witnesses, having depo-
sitions taken and paying for
the defense investigators.

Fukui himself is thoroughly
convinced that Baldo Kristo-
vich is innocent of all counts
against him and especially
that not one cent of public
moneys have gone into his
own pocket.

“I've known him a long
time, and he's not that kind of
man,” he states.

He also points out that
when assets of the Office of
the Public Administrator and
Public Guardian were audited
by the county, they were in-
tact and so certified by Daniel
O. Ikemoto, chief of the coun-
ty’'s audit division.

A long story In the Long
Beach Press-Telegram last
October expresses an opinion
that the accusations 'against
Kristovich were politically
motivated, and some people
are of the opinion that the
charges were made with the
help of persons Interested in
Kristovich’s job.

A Japanese Americans for
Kristovich Fund has been set
up to help Kristovich clear
his name and be restored to
his position. Headed by Yosh
Shimoda, commander of Perry
Post, members (partial list)

include:

Soichi Fukul, Katsuma Muka-
eda, the Rev, Frank Omi, Koshi-
ro Torll, Cy Yuguchi, Nisuke Mi-
liam M. Kato, suo Mitamura,
Harry Yamamoto, Mrs. Helen
Kawagoe, Eddie Omori, Choshin
Higa, Jim Kawakami, the Rev,
Relkal Nozaki, Frank Kumamoto,
Dave Monji, Casey Kasuyvama,
Kakuo Tanaka, Kats Kunitsugu
and Masami Abe,

Persons interested in help-
ing Kristovich may contribute
to the fund in care of the
Bank of Tokyo or Sumitomo
Bank.—Kashu Mainichl,

Jerry Enomofo

Perspectives

* - L]

Tehachapi, Calif.
RIGHTS OF INDIVIDUALS—“The enumeration in
the Constitution, of certain rights shall not be con-
strued to deny or disparage others retained by the
people”. This is the 9th amendment of our Constitu-
tion which, according to a local news columnist, is
being ignored by our courts. Reference is made to
“natural rights” which are being violated through in-
appropriate interpretations of the Constitution.

Is one of these “natural rights” the “God given”
right for people to do what they want with their prop-
erty?—a convenient rationale for housing discrimina-
tion, and an echo from the past rhetoric of the Prop-
osition 14 battle back in 1964.

Is one of these rights the ‘“constitutional right to
bear arms?” which, in my opinion, is often used as an
argument by those opposing the obvious need for some
form of gun control. Is another the right to retain
segregated schools because one chooses to, sticking to
the specious principle of “separate but equal” facili-
ties in the face of a contrary Supreme Court decision
almost two decades ago?

The author, in question, talks of ‘“forced busing”
undermining more freedoms than it ever upheld. If
those elements that are screaming about busing, spent
a fraction as much energy in involving themselves
with solutions to historical social problems affecting
quality education, we would not have the king-size
problem today for which busing is only one alterna-
tive of many. But then isn’t that the key problem with
us as human beings—we are poor in foresight and
rich in hindsight and recriminations.

The comment is made that court decisions uphold-
Ing “Freedom of the press” has cost us much in loss
of natural rights. As one who has dealt extensively
with the media, I have experienced what I felt to be
both fair and unfair reporting. The media has a basie
obligation to be responsible, within the freedom they
have. Like in many social issues, we should not gen-
eralize on the basis of occasional abuses. The cost of
attempting to control the media through censoarship,
a harsh but appropriate word, is too high.

I believe that freedom is the key and unique cor-
nerstone of our democracy. Either we believe in it, or
we don’t. The concept that the erosion of individual
freedom will ultimately destroy that democracy is not
an academic theory, it’s reality. We believe in freedom
for everybody or nobody—half freedom, is like half
pregnancy. Incidentally, I'm still talking about free-
dom with responsibility, not anarchy.

The author in question speaks of “good intentions
bring evil results”. The problem is that there haven’t
been enough good intentions, just like there hasn’t
been enough brotherhood. I like to think that I'm an
average American and a reasonable one. I'm not a
“civil libertarian”, but I believe that our system ought
to be as good as it can get, and it isn’t. Our problems
are not going to be solved by reactionary backlash,
dwelling upon the old admonition that the rights of
the majority are being subjugated to the rights of the
minority. We're not going to have real freedom until
minority rights are everyone’s rights

25 Years Ago

In the Pacific Citizen, April 19, 1947

mittee on Civil Rights cone
siders problems of Nisei un-
der California alien land law
. «+ . Los Angeles AFL group
combatting jJob prejudice
against Nisel . Separate
schools for Mexican children

Navy's ban against enlist-
ment of Nisel at Pear]l Har-
bor dropped, even though
open since November, 1945
elsewhere . . . Nearly 500 ev-
acuees housed at Hunter's
Point navy vard dormitories

(San Francisco) assured ade-
quate housing by federal of-
ficials ... Family heads of
900 evacuees housed in trail-
ers in Burbank, Calif., faced
with eviction, willing to pur-

In California ruled illegal by
U. S. appellate court . ..

Midwest JACL District Coune
cil to organize April 26 ...
U.S. Dept. of Justice unwille
ing to drop “enemy alien”

classification againstlIsseiwho
have demonstrated loyvalty to
U

chase trailers but unable to
find new location.
President Truman’'s Com-

On Second Thought

Warren Furutani

The Foreign Minister

L o -

It must seem that I complain a lot or that there are certain
people in the organization who aren't pleased with anything.
It's debatable whether this is true or not but to be frank,
people just don't seem to understand or aren’t sensitive. If
they were, we wouldn't have situations like that S. 1. Haya-
kawa thaing or now the Foreign Minister thing for the Na-
tional Convention. -

It's too bad that everyone
got side-tracked onto the dem-
onstration issue in San Fran-
cisco and that very little was
said about S.I.'s trip to South
Vietnam or his actual speech.
From what I could gather,
his speech was insulting to the
intelligence of JACLers be-
cause he did a PR pitch for
President Thieu. Evervone
should be able to see through
the weak facade that Thieu
calls democracy. If his last
election didn't verify this con-
tention, then I'm afraid your
blinders are getting in the
way.

As far as the Foreign Min-
ister thing is concerned, there
are two issues:

name but this individual
wouldn’t let his monetary con-
cern for Japanese business in-
terfere with his civic concern
for Japanese Americans.

(2) The other aspect of this
Foreign Minister thing is that
the Japanese government 1s
difinitely somet hing we
shouldn’t support. Their do-
mestic policies toward Ko-
reans and other non-Japanese
parallels the racist policies of
the United States. Also the at-
titude of the Japanese gove-
ermment toward movement-
oriented people is becoming
very repressive, much like the
U.S. Their increased level of
involvement in the Vietnam
war is making Japan an active
participant in the war rather
than an innocent bystander
who has U.S. bases on their
soil. This reflects the rising
militarism that is once again
becoming part of Japan's for-
eign and domestic policy.

(1) The most obvious is the
relation of Japanese Amer-
icans and Japan. People have
repeatedly tried to sever this
connection because the inter-
national relationship between
the U.S. and Japan has de-
termined domestic attitudes ¢ .

In conclusion, T would

toward Japanese Americans,
(For example, WW2 and the
recent economic crisis between
the two countries). As a mat-
ter of fact, it seems that this
issue has always been a plank
in the JACL platform. Now,
at a dinner where congress-
men and women are the
guests of JACLers, we have
the Japanese Foreign Minister
as the main speaker. This is
where I question of logic of
this happening because it just
doesn't seem right. Also, in
wondering, who is influential
enough to get the Foreign
Minister to speak at this din-

strongly urge a change in the
planned speaker for obvious
reasons. Understand that it is
not because I have anything
against Japan. As a matter of
fact. I would urge a very
strong connection between the
people of Japan and the peo-
ple in America. The thing I
oppose is the Japanese gov=
ernment, just like I oppose
the American government, To
understand this you have to
realize that the government
and the people are not one
and the same, although they
should be. Power to the peo-

ner? I come up with just one ple,
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ELLENCY SSADOR—_Phof
"ELLENCY, THE AMBA —Photo-
buhikc U;hlba. the ambassador of Japan
‘States. make him look like just another
yanese bureaucrat. (For some reason
apanese ‘seem to favor sour-puss portraits;
srime Minister Sato is one of the few who has been
photographed smiling broadly.) In real life, however,
ar arly in the informal give-and-take around a
Junche ble, Ambassador Ushida comes across as
2 warm, witty, keen-minded personality who speaks
%I‘El{;nmd with authority on a broad range of sub-

J "Ambassador Ushiba was in this area for a couple
davs this week. He made the keynote address at
e /

nd

Force Academy’s 14th annual Assembly, at-
te by students from 75 colleges and universities.
ﬂ :iga spoke before the Denver Committee on For-

Relations, and to the Graduate School of Inter-
al Studies at the University of Denver. It was
the ge'estion-and-answer sessions that he was at his

E!L Here are some sample comments:

On nuclear Jpower to meet Japan’s soaring energy

demands: The Japanese public is more ready to accept
i ic power plaglats thag other types that pollute the
r. But Japanese environmentalists are quick to hear
ut opposition to nuclear power by segments of the
nerican public and every wave of protest here is
ollowed by similar protest in Japan. He wishes the
United States could solve its problems soon.
On sources of oil for Japanese industry: Virtually
Il of Japan’s oil is imported, a very large percentage
;rdm the Middle East. This means Japan is very vul-
nerable and “must be friendly with everyone.”

On the possible return of Sakhalin, taken by the
Soviet in World War I, as a consequence more friend-
y Japanese-Russian relations: Not likely. Japan has
ound it is very difficult to get back any territory
seized by the Soviet.

On Japanese investments in the United States:
American laws are very complex and American law-
yers are extremely expensive. Japan is moving slowly.
To a questioner who said he was planning to visit

*gl?an in June: That’s a very good time to see the worst

e of Japan. It is likely that a political campaign will
be under way and the papers will be filled with news
of scandals. *

~ On the possibility of Japan creating a powerful
military force: Out of the question in the forseeable
future. The Japanese people have not recovered psy-
chologically from defeat in World War II, and they are
as opposed to war as the American people. All Asian
nations would be against us if we rearmed—*“to be
frank, our occupation was not a benevolent one”—
and we would lose far more than we would gain.
~ On the influence of the United States on Japan:
You Americans aren’t fully aware of the enormous in-
fluence you have on countries all around the world.
The present feeling of pessimism and dejection about
the Vietnam war, the economy, and other matters are
felt idn Japan and have a serious effect on the Japanese
mood.

- On the Japanese understanding of the United
States—The Japanese who visit American know New

'ork, Washi
(He lifted his hands in mock profest when Las Vegas
was sugfested.) They don’t know anything about Amer-
ica outside of these huge urban centers. They need to
go out into the wide apen spaces to understand the
real America.

On the current opposition among some Coloradans
to the 1976 Winter Olympics: This attitude is difficult
t6 understand, as is the opposition to population in-
erease in the state. Growth is necessary to progress.

10 Weeks ‘til  Cherry Tsutsumida
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he d Biennial National JACL Convention
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The New Breed
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- If a raven-haired, dark-eyed five-foot two damsel with

olive skin were to walk down East First Street in Los An-
geles, an observing tourist from the midwest might comment,

“My, what a pretty Japanese girl!” A native Californian

- might comment, “Now there is what I call a Nisei doll!” A

mho is still holding on tightly to the concept of the
nerican melting pot would say, “She's just another at-
tractive American girl!”  — i

on, San Francisco and Los Angeles.

reoty

The point is that depend-
on whom you ask, and
even with the Nisei you ask,
the identity of the Nisei is
still a confusing and often
conflicting image.
This creates some basic
El" c relations problems in
e promoting of a National
Bi 1 Convention. This

problem is particularly acute

grhen the Convention is to be
eld in Washington, D.C., a
city which is probably more

with Japan than it

familiar
' i:hnm';h its Japanese Ameri-

an communities, |
It is true that much of the

stereotyping applied to Japan

postwar Japanese has

%22:1 positive, and that this
has had some spin-off bene-
fits for all Nisei living in the
United States. Eeveryone says

accurate, dependabl
ind ‘artistic. Nisei fef-'f-

neat
‘or farmers. Nisei girls are
lﬂ‘ﬁeﬁ to be well-organiz-
d, méticulous in their ap -
iIce and very efficient.
thése descriptions

e te or nultmdto ﬂ-ﬁ
derson they are applied to
‘ ‘lh_a- point. The point

S Wa m , thﬂ Nhi
eels they a; wlng ste-

i8S no longer really them. As

swish Sammy Davis often

aying, ‘T've got to be me!”
- g " _ .

that Japanése are conscien-

assumed to be good
architects, garden-

L]

0]z -. '- h‘t; a culﬁ.lré ‘Whiﬂh -

At the same time, he has
experienced Evacuation; he
has seen Martin Luther King,
he has joined the local Ro-
tary Club, he likes to eat
pizza, he buys Playboy Mag-
@zine, and sometimes even
sounds like Archie Bunker,
He was in the 442nd, and he
wears his hair long; he pre-
fers pea chow yuke to ‘“sato-
imo-nishime.”

With gratitude he cherish-
es the tradition of strong fam-
ily life he inherited from his

arents. At the same time he
s irritated by the elaborate
rituals associated with the
“chonan', the *“kosai”, and
other forms of “giri”. As he
says to his subdivision neigh-
bor, “Man, that's not where
it's at anymore!”

- As S. I. Hayakawa wrote
in one of his earlier books on
semantics, *“Cow one is not
cow two.” ,
: - » L4

- There will be confusion on
the part of the media regard-
ing the JACL's Biennial Con-
vention. Some will assume we

‘represent the Japanese gov-
- ernment; others will assume
'ge JACL is a cultural society

or the promotion of Kabuki
or other exotic Japanese art
forms

"~ In actuality the Biennial

Convention could be the time
and place the Nisei emerges
in the ;ct_mﬂuiouisness of th tg
imerican people unique

mmﬂon, born of the blood
of one people but nurtured in
‘the soil of another.

cerhaps t h e Biennial Con-

n will be the time when
LONE ana a ow

Ir identity that no Innt
e as hyphena

nericans. Instead per-
tion's capital as inte-
Nise]. I ' .
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The Irony of History

By YUJI ICHIOEA

Los Angeles

As recently announced in
the Pacific Citizen, the JACL
has selected the Foreign Min-
ister of Japan as the prin-
cipal speaker for the bien-
nial national convention this
summer. Reflecting back upon
the history of the JACL, 1
cannot help but raise the his-
torical irony and contempora-
ry meaning of this unfortu-
nate selection. .

SPECIAL REPORT

When the JACL was form-
ally established in 1930, it did
not assume an anti-Japanese
government position. Though
unequivocally opposed to the
persistence of Nisei dual na-
tionality, it was not critical
of the Japanese government.
Even in the aftermath of the
Manchurian Incident of Sep-
tember, 1931, an event signal-
ling the unofficial beginning
of the second Sino-Japanese
War, the JACL leadership
neither criticized the actions
of the Japanese military
which precipitated the inci-
dent nor the civilian govern-
ment which rationalized it.
Indeed certain national JACL
leaders actively defended the
Japanese government position
on Manchuria. Nor did the
JACL disassociate itself from
the local Japanese Consuls,
the representatives of the Ja-
panese government within the
Japanese communities, or the
Issei leaders of the Japan-
ese Association, both of whom
also defended the actions of
the Japanese military. During
the early 1930s the JACL on
the whole cooperated with
them. No contradiction exist-
ed, at least in the minds of
the leadership, between JA-
CL’s avowed philosophy of
Americanism and its sympa-
thy and support for the Ja-
panese government's policies.

Shift After 1937

Subsequent to th e Marco
Polo Incident of 1937 and the
outbreak of war between Ja-
pan and China, the JACL un-
derwent a decisive shift. As
U.S.-Japan relations gradually
deteriorated because of the
war, the organization start-
ed to consciously repudiate
any and all association with
the Japanese government, in-
cluding the local Consuls, and
Japan in general. Yet its re-
pudiation was not based upon
a political analysis of Japan-
ese politics and the interna-
tional situation. Rather it was
rooted in th e overwhelming
fear that the Japanese in
America would inevitably be
ldentified with Japan by the

JAPANESE AND CHINESE CANADIAN!
PHOTO-ART SHOW DEPICTS HISTORY

VANCOUVER, B.C. — A his-
toric public display of the
Asian Canadian experience
occurred during the week of
Mar. 13-18 at the Univ. of
British Columbia student
union with a presentation of
some 150 photographs dating
from pre-1900 to the present.

The exhibit also attracted
representatives from various
parts of Canada and the
United States, including Reimi
Chiba of Toronto, co-editor of
the Powell St. Review, an
Asian Canadian publication,
as well as Asican American
Jazz musicians from Seattle.

Asian Canadian poets, in-
cluding Shigeru Uyema and
Prof. Ronald Tanaka, UBC
English Dept., and Sean Gunn
also gathered the final night
to articulate on “what it is
exactly to be an Asian Cana-
dian.” The audience, mainly
Japanese and Chinese Cana-

dian, responded enthusiastic-
ally.

Of the photographic exhibit,
one Asian Canadian comment-

‘addressing their own Asian

larger society. |
So the JACL leadership de-
veloped an exaggerated 200%
super-Americanism {o allay
its own fears and to convince
the larger society of its loyal-
ty to America. Having already
adopted a basic philosophy of
Americanism at its inception,
the JACL expanded it into —
what can only be described

viting him the JACL has made
a full 360-degrée turn. Mr.
Masanka no doubt has been
instrumental in extending the
invitation, making it even
more ironic, for he was one
of the leaders who zealously
advocated the repudiation.
But beyond this historical iro-
ny, there is an equally im-
portant contemporary mean-

from today’'s perspective — & 1ng which also relates back to

“flag-waving” type of super-
patriotism. This super-patrio-
tism was expressed in the in-
numerable articles written by
James Sakamoto in the Japa-
nese American Courier, and
best embodied, perhaps, in the
“Japanese American Creed”
authored by Mike Masaoka a
few months prior to Pearl
Harbor day. And the very
fervor with which the leads=
ership proclaimed it betray-
ed the deep fears and anxie-
ties about the larger society
which were fundamentally
behind the total repudiation
of the Japanese government
and Japan.

JACL Disaffiliates

Once the ominous war
clouds hovered over U.S.-Ja-
pan relations from 1940 the
JACL also disaffiliated itself
from Issei leaders, especially
those connected with the Ja=-
panese Associations and the
Chambers of Commerce. Since
some of them continued to es-
pouse the Japanese cause, the
JACL leadership felt compell-
ed {o sever contacts with
them, The JACL indeed start-
ed to pass judgment on Issei
leaders, arrogating unto itself
the right to say who among
them was “disloyal”. The su-
per-patriotism by this time
had gone so far that certain
national and local leaders co=
operated with American intel-
ligence agencies which con-
tacted them to investigate the
activities of Issei leaders. In
Southern California the rela-
tionship between the JACL
and Naval Intelligence was so
close that in April, 1941 the
Southern District Council
meeting was actually sponsor-
ed by the latter., The main
point here is that the JACL
repudiation of the Japanese
government included a con-
comitant disavowal of Issel
leaders, to the extent in fact
of cooperating with intelli-
gence agents in the name of
super-patriotism. Faced with
what it perceived as an eith=-
er/or choice, the JACL lead-
ership opted for a total iden=
tification with American so-
ciety while rejecting any and
all association with Japan and
Issel leaders.

In the light of this histo-
rical background, I cannot but
note the irony of having the
Foreign Minister of Japan as
the principal speaker. By ine-

thing that is ours, and ours
only., Now that we've had a
taste, we'll have to make
something of it that will last.”

The Japanese Canadian
photographs were set apart
from those of the Chinese
Canadian community but the
parallels in the historical de-
velopments of both communi-
ties were obvious.

The contemporary pictures
taken by the young Asian
Canadians impressed one
viewer as ‘“not being the
sugarsweet variety that one
1s s0 accustomed to seeing
these days but as real attempts

at self-expression within al

definite cultural context.”
Prof. Tanaka also pointed
out the exhibit was unique in
that the Japanese and Chinese
Canadians were looking to and

communities for the first time.

It required several months
of preparation and UBC Asi-
an students served as recep-
tionists and volunteer guides
for those seeking further ex-
planations about the photo-

graphs and art,
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National JACL Convention

- Registration Form —

ed: “We know we've got some-

L

¢ Znd National JACL Convention

WASHINGTON, D, C,

JUNE 27-JULY 1. 1972

Chapter

Delegate Status (Check appropriate spaces): Official —, Alter-

nate__, Booster_, 1000 Club—, National Board__, Staff___,
Other

Travel Plans: Plane_, Automobile—_. (The Shoreham has mﬁtnr
lodge facilities),

Will you need baby sitting service?___. Ages of children_ .. {

Package Deal: $60 if preregistered by May 15; $65 after May 15,
Refunds made upon written request up to and including June 20,
less $5 convention registration costs. For youth 18 and under
accompanying their parents who are registered, package deal
rates are $30 by May 15, $55 after May 15. Checks must
accompany registration.

Make checks payable to /1972 National JACL Convention’’. Send to:

Alice Endo, Registration and Housing Chairman
Japanese American Citizens League
2021 - L St. NW; Washington, D.C. 20036

Plglugu Pnl Admissions to Freer Art Gallery Reception and Open-
ing Mixer (une 27), Congressional Dinner (June 28), White
House VIP Tour® and Capitol Hill Visitation* Uune 29), Testi-
monial Luncheon and Japanese Embassy Reception* (June 30),
Arlington Cemetery Services and Convention Banquet July 1).
Tran‘spnrtaﬁnn to and from included. Other events include Ex-
ecutive Order 9066 exhibit, State Dept. briefing, Congressional
Tribute to the Issei; and “On to Portland” Hospitality Night.

(*—Preference will be given in order of ' :
form as number is. limited.) FECEIDE RE reglatration

Booster Actvities: Special tours to points of interest In the city,
Mt. Vernon, Williamsburg, Gettysburg, etc., are available onwa
daily basis. Information lvllllblu at Convention Registration

E

the same JACL past. Since the
JACL repudiation of Japan
W a s primarily motivated by
the overwhelming fear of the
larger society, it lacked a po-
litical perspective by which
1o analyze both America and
Japan.

Present Plcture

What the JACL lacked in
the past, it still lacks in the
present as evidenced by the
selection of the Foreign Min-
Ister of Japan. Today Ameri-
ca 1s the greatest imperialist
power 1n the world to which
the successive postwar Japa-
nese governments have been
subservient. Now signs have
appeared that Japan will
break away from her subor-
dination to America. At the
same time, however, there are
also foreboding omens of the
possibility of the revival of
prewar Japanese militarism
which may well accompany
Japan's move to become inde=-
pendent of America. The pre-
sent Foreign Minister, Fukuda
Takeo, is the most likely suc-
cessor fo Prime Minister Sato
who will probably retire af-
ter the reversion of Okinawa
in May, and he represents of
course the conservative Lib-
eral Democratic Party which
has been subservient to Amer-
ican foreign policy. Yet the
JACL has invited the Foreign
Minister to address the bien-
nial national convention.
Though he will not be Fu-
kuda himself in all likelihood,
the Foreign Minister still will
be a spokesman of the liberal
Democratic Party which is in
power,

No one contests the asser=-
tion that ‘“‘good” U.S.-Japan
relations are desirable. But
before we hurriedly concur
with this trite assertion, we
need to ask ourselves a cru-
cial, antecedent question: On
whose and what terms should
this desired *good’ relations
be? Throughout the postwar
years America has dictated
the terms to Japan (and still
does as indicated by the Oki-
nawa reversion agreement
which I have already written

about In the Pacific Citizen.)
Should JACLers herald the
past and present Japanese co-
operation with the American
Vietnam War? Should we ap-
plaud the U.S. pressures on
the Japanese government to
take more of the military res-
ponsibility, assumed necessa-
ry, in the Far East? Our gov-
ernment interprets both as es-
sential for the maintenance of

good relations between the
two nations.

Basis of Question

If we earnestly raise this
question, we must, I believe,
first take a critical attitude
toward our government and,
hopefully without the inhibi-
tion of the JACL legacy of
super-patriotism. We need no
longer commence from the old
premise that we must “prove”
ourselves worthy of being ac-
cepted into American society.
If white America cannot ac-
cept us as Americans, it is
not our problem but that of
the larger society. Likewise
we should be critical of the
Japanese government, but our
criticisms should stem from a
hard look at the political re-
alities there, not sentimental
images derived from a recent
JAL tour. And our choice is
not either/or. In criticizing
America, we do not reject all
of America; and in criticizing
Japan, we do not repudiate
all Japanese people. If we
must identify with Japan,
there are many progressive
forces within Japanese socie-
ty. The Foreign Minister of
Japan does not represent any
of these forces, and he cer-
tainly doés not represent the

best interest of we Japanese
Americans, Isn't this the sim-
ple lesson which the history
of the JACL teaches us?

L] L L

(Mr. Ichioka is a member of
the Bay Area Community JACL
and the National JACL Inter-
national Affairs Committee, He
{s back at UCLA completing the
annotating of documents col-
lected by JACL-Japanese Amer-
ican Research Project for the
Asian American Studies Center.)

Health sciences

SAN FRANCISCO -~ The
Health Professions Council 1s
seeking applicants from the
Asian American community
for tw o positions: research-
evaluation director ($1,273-
1,548) and educational spe-
cialist ($1,155-1,405), which
involve counseling and curri-

JACL CHARTER FLIGHT

To Japan

VIA PAN AMERICAN WORLD AIRWAYS

Deparfing Oct. 11, 1972: New to Tokyo
Returning Nov. 1, 1972: Tokyo to New York

% This flight is available
to all EDC members.

Deposits or payments should be mailed as soon as possible to

guarantee yourself a seat,

Make checks payable to: JACL - Japan Tour

Mail to:

JACL - Japan Tour
P. O.

Box 5849

Grand Central Station
New York, N.Y. 10017

$450.00 ROUNDTRIP
New York to Tokyo

*

Tour arrangements in Japan can

*

x

be made through the service of

NEW YORK TRAVEL SERVICE
535 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017

Tel. (212)

687-7983

Booth. |
dditional tickets will only be sold for Congressional |
g Corvention. Banquet ($20), _t_‘hﬁr.ﬂ,nnm;ll-l
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'Computerized Buddhism’ ambitious
goal of N.Y. insfitule on religions

STONY BROOK, N.Y.—From
ancient times Buddhists have
sought guidance from spiritual
masters. Soon they will be
able to solicit wisdom from a
computer.

- Computerized Buddhism is
just one -goal of an ambitious
program in religious research
that is in its embryonic stages
at the State University of New
York at Stony Brook. Event-
ually the study center may
contain the world’s largest
collection of classified Bud-
dhist material and become a
major source of texts for Is-
lam, Hindu, Judaism and
Christianity.,

Implementing the project is
the Institute for Advance Stu-
dies of World Religions, a
private non-profit foundation
headed by a Chinese-born
shipping executive in New
York City. Under a recent
agreement, the institute will
lease the north wing of the
fifth floor of Stony Brook Li-
brary and will provide funds
for staff and research. In ad-
dition, the institute will con-
tract for use of the university
computer.

16,000 Books

The institute, with a cur-
rent staff of 11 scholars and
assistants, envisions a library
of unparalleled scope. Al-
ready, through donations of
Buddhist books and purchase
of rare materials from the
Orient, the collection is for-
midable, numbering 16,000
books, hundreds of periodicals
and scores of microfilmed rec-
ords of valuable texts that are
Inaccessible outside of Nepal,
India, Taiwan and Tibet,

Because Buddhist writings

culum development for the
health professions. Details
may be obtained from UC San
Francisco personnel office 3rd
Ave., and Parnassus, atten-
tion Mrs, Margaret Hydes
(666-1645).

go back 1,800 years and have
been produced in widely vari-
ant locations, centralizing and
ordering the whole corpus has
never been done. The insti-
tute, through the use of mie
crofilm and the computer,
hopes to index and cross-ref-
erence a large body of that
material so that scholars can
delve into specialized areas
without digging through the
amorphous mass of literature.

The inspiration for the cene
ter 1s also its chief benefactor,
Chia Theng Shen, a practicing
Buddhist who is the chief ex-
ecutive officer of American
Steamship Lines, a cargo flo-
tilla based in the Great Lakes.

How It Works

shen, a spry, outgoing, 58«

year-old native of Hangchow,
China, illustrated how the
computer phase of the pro-
gram might work. “You might
say, ‘I'd like to know about
Tibetan Buddhism’,” Shen ex-
plained, “so you ask, the come
puted.
- “But the computer may re-
ject you. It may demand that
you nail down your question
more precisely. So you ask for
the subject of the mediation
writings of Tibet. The com-
puter will tell you not only
what those materials are but
where they can be found.”

The research center is still
a long way from the kind of
sophistication. Right now the
problems are much more ele-
mental. The new facilities in
the Stony Brook library are
not vet finished, Within the
concrete shell, veined with
lighting fixtures, the small of=
fice looks like a first settle-
ment <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>