
Justice Charles Z. Smith to 
keynote Installation Dinner 

'----.1 Arlene Oki 
Just a quick reminder that our annual JACL Installation Din-

ner is on Saturday, January 30 at the Atrium in the Seattle Design 
Center, 5701 Sixth Avenue. We are very pleased that Washington 
State Supreme Court Justice Charles Z. Smith will be our keynote 
speaker. In addition to a distinguished career, Justice Smith has 
been a longtime member of the JACL and was a strong supporter 
of our redress efforts. 

We urge you to support your local JACL by attending our an-
nual installation dinner. The proceeds from the dinner help sup-
port many Seattle Chapter activities including those which ad-
dress the civil and human rights mission established by the found-
ing members of the organization. The reception will start at 5:30 
p.m., with dinner following at 6:30 p.m. Please call May Namba 
at (206) 784-3824 or Takako Yoda at (206) 722-6547 to make 
your reservations ($50 per person). 

Farmers Mural to be unveiled 
at Pike Place Market 
by Janice Yee and Jill Beppu 

On Friday, February 19, 1999, the Japanese American commu-
nity will be celebrating the contributions of the Japanese Ameri-

n farmers to the Pike Place Market with the unveiling of "Song 
f the Earth," a mural by artist Aki Sogabe. The event will be held 

at noon at the entrance of the Main Arcade at the Market. 
. The 36' x 3' porcelain enamel mural is the first permanent pub-

lic acknowledgement of the Japanese American farmers' historic 
contribution to the Market. From the founding of the Pike Place 
Market at the turn of the century until World War II, Japanese 
American farmers constituted the majority of people who deliv-
ered and sold produce daily at the market. Through their efforts, 
the market grew, becoming the best place in Seattle to buy fresh, 
locally grown produce and farm products. The Japanese American 
farmers cleared the land, grew and harvested their produce, and 
traveled from all over the Puget Sound area to sell their produce 
directly to the public in the Market. They did this despite extreme 

· racial prejudice exemplified by the alien land laws which prevented 
them from owning the land they farmed. 

The project is a culmination of three years of planning and work 
by a consortium of organizations and individuals led by the Seattle 
Chapter JACL. Funding was provided by the City of Seattle Neigh-
borhood Matching Fund, King County Special Projects, Civil Lib-
erties Public Education Fund, Seattle Foundation, National JACL 
Legacy Fund, Inouye Fund, Seattle JACL and many individuals. 

A warm welcome to this world to Anna Mariko 
Seymour, 'daughter of David and chapter president-
elect Sharon Sobie-Seymour, born Thursday, January 
14, 1999. Congratulations to the proud parents. 
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Day of Remembrance 
memorialized by Puget 
Sound area events 
by Elaine Akagi 

February 19, 1942. A significant date for many Japanese Ameri-
cans. It was 57 years ago that Executive Order 9066 was issued by 
President Franklin Roosevelt. With that order, thousands of people 
were uprooted from their homes and businesses, and shipped off 
to concentration camps in remote areas of California, Idaho, Wyo-
ming, Arizona, Utah and Arkansas. 

Since 1979, February 19 has been recognized as a Day of Re-
~embr~ce (J?OR) for the Japanese American (JA) forced expul-
s10n and 1mpnsonment during World War II. This year, numerous 
DOR activities have been planned around the Puget Sound Area. 
A co~rdi~ating group, represented by a number of community 
orgamzattons, has been meeting regularly for the past few months. 
You are invited to attend the following events: 

!~ough February 14: "The Sisters Matsumoto," written by 
Ph1lh~ Kan Got~nda, is a postwar, post concentration camp story 
followmg three sisters who return to their family farm. Presented 
by Seattle Repertory Theater. Part of the Wing Luke Museum 
(WLAM) exhibit, "Executive Order 9066" is displayed in the lobby, 
and will be there until February 19. Special docents will be on 
hand on the 19th to help explain the exhibit. 

February 18: The Bellevue Historical Society and the Lake 
Washington JACL present a presentation and discussion of the 
Eastside JA History Project. Information: Karen Klett at ( 425) 450-
1046. 

~eb~uary 18: St~t~ Repr~sentative Kip Tokuda hosts a program 
whICh mclu_des a L1vmg Voices performance and a Densho project 
demonstrat10n. Rep. Tokuda is introducing a bill during this legis-
lative session to provide grants similar to the Civil Liberties Public 
Education Fund (CLPEF) and he hopes to educate the public on 
the internment with this program. Information: Anndi at Rep. 
Tokuda's office, (360) 786-7838. 

February 19: The Puget Sound area JACL chapters hosts an 
unveiling of Aki Sogabe's work at the Pike Place Market at noon. 
(See accompanying story on Pike Place Market) 

February 19: Seattle Kokon Taiko and the Living Voices pre-
sentation of "Within the Silence" are featured at a DOR family 
program at Newport High School's auditorium at 7:30 p.m. In-
formation: Charlene Mano at WLAM, 623-5124 ext. 109. 

See "DOR" on page 2 



President's message 

'Blessed to be born with a Japanese heritage' 
by David Yamaguchi 

"Oniichan, megumarete imasu yo!" the lady at the baggage ship-
ping stand cried when I dropped off some luggage at a train sta-
tion in Japan a few years ago. At the time, I didn't know exactly 
what megumareru meant, but as I said good-bye, I promised to 
look it up in my pocket dictionary after catching my train. In my 
seat a few minutes later, I learned that it means "to be blessed." In 
the context of our earlier conversation, she had meant, "Young 
man, you were blessed to have been born in America with a Japa-
nese heritage. " 

On January 9, it became clear to me that the Seattle chapter has 
been strongly blessed when more than 20 board members joined 
me for a half day to outline plans for the chapter for the coming 
year. The generous donation of their time was notable because the 
group included a state legislator (Kip Tokuda), his assistant (Anndi 
Kawamura), another lawyer in private practice (Randy Aoyama), a 
judge (Vicki Toyohara-Mukai), several administrators, and ordi-
nary folks-parents, students, grandmothers-all people who had 
other things to do besides think about the future of our chapter 
and community. 

As the incoming president of this group, it now seems hard to 
go wrong, even though running an organization like this is differ-
ent from anything I have done. I had started the meeting with 
some trepidation. I left with a sense of pride in being associated 
with such a group, and in our combined potential to contribute 
substantively to improving the lives of Japanese Americans QA) 
and Seattleites during the coming year. 

It thus seems appropriate to use this first column to share what 
we agreed on as goals for the year. Setting thoughts down here also 
provides grist for a revisit in a December column (leaving only ten 
monthly columns unaccounted for:). They include the following: 

(1) Long-term p/a,nning. All present would like to see the chap-
ter running strongly 30 years from now. To achieve this end, we 
plan to begin putting in place a long-term strategic plan centered 
on more savvy financial management and use of the chapter's as-

DOR, continued from page 1 
February 28: Seattle Public Library presents a panel discussion, 

"Relocation from the Camps," at the Lee Auditorium (Central 
Library) from 2-3:30 p.m. Theodore Waller, who helped evacuees 
resettle in the midwest and east, will be the guest speaker. Panel 
members include Sam Shoji and Frank K.itamoto. Information: 
Chris Higashi at 386-4650. 

March 8: A community forum, "Freeing of Dachau" will be 
presented by the Puyallup Valley JACL at the Tacoma Public Li-
brary, Olympic Room from 6:30-8:30 PM. Caroline Gallacci, presi-
dent of the Historical Society, will moderate a discussion on the 
incarceration of minorities. Information: Elsie Taniguchi 878-0701 . 
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sets. Discussion topics here will include real estate and part-time 
paid staff. Mike Latimer, who works as a financial planner by day, 
will continue to be a key player here. Almost half the board will be 
involved in this effort. 

(2) More effective use of this newsletter as a means for conveying 
chapter news and events to members. A newsletter is a window to the 
soul of an organization. Targets here include closer linkages be-
tween discussions at chapter meetings and newsletter articles, and 
bringing back an events calendar. 

(3) Continuing advancement of the chapter's use of technology to 
improve our effectiveness. Objectives include increasing use of e-
mail as a chapter communication medium, improving our visibil-
ity on the Internet, and further developing chapter databases. One 
incentive is to reduce costs associated with distributing paper cop-
ies of this newsletter through disseminating an electronic version 
to the (hay-?)"wired" membership. 

Besides these larger themes, we decided some smaller issues as 
well: 

(4) As part of our efforts at youth leadership development, we 
chose Mari Hirabayashi, an event coordinator for a web firm, as 
our chapter's applicant to the annual JACL/OCA (Organization 
of Chinese Americans) March leadership conference in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

(5) UW student Ryan Chin, together with Mari, will begin hel1 
ing us recruit "younger" members (what are they implying about 
the rest of us?), starting with gathering a table of ten to attend our 
upcoming banquet (see Calendar) as chapter guests. 

(6) Board members Jill Beppu and Linda Tanouye will be work-
ing with chapter historian Shea Aoki to add a history page to our 
growing web site (address on back page). The page will help ensure 
that information on the early development of the chapter is not 
lost to the passage of time. 

The lady at that baggage stand would probably be pleased. 

• • • 
Calendar (contact person in parentheses) 
Feb. 6: APACE/AP!* summit mtg. on impacts ofl-200 on edu-

cation, Ctr. for Career Alternatives, 9 a.m. Qeff Hattori). 
(*Asian and Pacific American Coalition for Equality; Asian 
and Pacific Islanders]. 

Feb. 6-7: District meeting, JACL office (Elaine Akagi). 
Feb. 17: Chapter (board) meeting, JACL office (Dave 

Yamaguchi). 
Feb. 26: API Legislation Day, Legislative Bldg. rotunda, Olym-

pia (Anndi Kawamura). 
Feb. 26 or Mar 5 (TBA). Lecture on Lordsburg internment 

camp, University of Washington (Ken Nakano). 
Mar 15. Deadline for receipt of Seattle chapter scholarship appl" 

cations. See website (back page) or contact Christine Shigaki 
(206-699-3321) 

byMayNamba 
It has indeed been gratifying to receive so many generous checks on 
alf of the Aki Kurose Memorial Scholarship Fund. Your contributions 

.ect what many of us truly feel in honoring the tremendous accom-
plishments and perpetuating the humanitarian values of Aki. Thank you 
so much for helping us honor Aki and for investing in our future citizens. 

Aki Kurose Memorial Scholarship Fund Donors 
Pauline Asaba 
Henry & June Chen 
Hisako Funai 
Joshua & Shiz Hara 
Marvin & Colleen 

Hayami 
Dr. Tom Hayashi 
Elaine & Ralph Hayes 
Toshio & Akiko Ito 
Louise Kashino 
Ann Kawasaki 
Sam & Aya Kozu 
Yuriko Kumasaka 
Ellen & Ed Kubokawa 
Alan Kurimura 
Marie & Terry Kurimura 
Stephen & Anne 

Arakaki Lock 
Jonathan Matsui 

Larry Blackstock & Lori 
Marsukawa 

Bob & Berry 
Matsumoto 

James & Aiko Mizuki 
Ernie & Sanaye Nagai 
Giro & Miyoko 

Nakagawa 
Chiyo Nakanishi 
Kimi Nakanishi 
Kimiko &Ted 

Nakanishi 
Emil Nakao 
Yuriko Nakata 
Martha Nishitani 
Mary Fumi Numoto 
Lillian Ogawa 
Alice Oishi 
Peter & Mursuko Okada 

Shigeto & Mary Otani 
Kane Saito 
Hideo & May Sasaki 
Tad & Ruby Sato 
Tad Shibuya 
Fudge & Yuki Shiogi 
Ruby Inouye Shu 
Charles Z. Smith 
Alan & Kathryn 

Sugiyama 
Hiroshi & Juphia Suzuki 
Noboru & Takako Taki 
Kimi Tanaka 
Kathryn & Guy 

Tsursumoto 
Toshio Uyeji 
Joe & Lillian Yamamoto 
Dick Yamane 
Margaret Yanagimachi 
Barbara Yasui 

New Members & Renewals 
Russell Aoki Joanne Kimura Kaz Tanemura f· Crimey Janice Kumasaka Hiroko Spees 
-" Deguchi Dan Matsumoto Paul Tanaka 
Amy Hara Yoshiye Mayeda Keith Toyoda 
Tsugo Ikeda Ted Nakanishi Grant Yamaguchi 
Wayne & Joan Isa Aileen Nakata George Yano 
William & Ayako Peggy Saito Donors 

Johnson Tad & Ruby Sato William and Ayako 
Arthur & Yuri Kaku Robert Shimabukuro & Johnson 
Lois Kaneko Alice Ito Robert Shimabukuro & 
Charles & Lillian Kato Kazuko Shimizu Alice Ito 

Thank You!!! 
The Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter is 

sponsored, in part, by generous donations 
from: 

the SAFECO Corporation 
and 

Eli Lilly and Company 

Membership Categories 

Individual $50 
$85 

$70-$140 
$40 

$1,000-$2,000 

Couple 
1000 Club/Century 

Spouse 
Lifetime 

StudentNouth 
(up to 25 years of age) 

Boosters (Seattle JACL only) 
Regular 
Seniors 

$20 

$20 
$15 

Questions should be directed to May Namba, 
2324 NW 94th St., Seattle, WA 98117 (206-
784-3824) 
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Seattle Chapter JACL Membership application 
NAME: ____________________________ _ 

ADDRESS: _________________________ _ 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: ------------------------ --- -------
PHONE (indicate whether day or eves/weekend): 

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP: 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: ________ E-MAIL ADDRESS: ________ _ 

Please return to: 
May Namba, Membership chair 
2324 NW 94th St., Seattle, WA 98117 

Thank you for your support! 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
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Seattle Chapter JACL (www.scn.org/cividjacl) is a grassroots civil rights 
organization dedicated to empowering our local community through high-
quality programs and strategic partnerships focusing on activism, educa-
tion, and youth leadership development. As a local chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League, we strive to be a leading Asian American advo-
cacy group for civil and human rights while promoting and preserving the 
values and cultural heritage of Japanese Americans. 

Our primary means of carrying out our mission is a_ monthly meeting, 
held at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month at the chapter office 
(316 Maynard Ave. S., Seattle) with the possible exception of August. All 
are welcome. (Those wishing to make presentations should contact Dave 
in advance to be added to the agenda.) 

Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter 
The Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter is published on the second Thursday 

of the month by the Seattle Chapter Japanese American Citizens League, 
P.O. Box 18558, Seattle, Washington, 98118-0558. Office address: 316 
Maynard Ave. South, Seattle, Washington, 98104. Ph.: 622-4098 

Issue no: Volume 36, no. 1. 
Editor: Bob Shimabukuro. 
Web page coordinator: Jill Beppu 
Contributors: Baine Akagi, Jill Beppu, May Namba, Arlene Oki, David 

Yamaguchi and Janice Yee 
Bylined articles represent the views of the writer and do not necessarily re-

flect the views of Seattle Chapter JACL or the National JACL. The entire 
contents are copyrighted by Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter and no 
part of the publication may be printed without prior consent. 

Board members should submit materials to the editor 
(shimaito@foxinternet.net, fux 206-722-2044, 6621 S. Bangor St., Se-
attle, WA 98178) by the first Thursday of the month. 

Non-board members and readers should send items for inclusion to Chapter 
President David Yamaguchi, preferably in electronic format, by the last 
Thursday of the preceding month. 

Calendar items emphasize chapter or community events not likely to be cov-
ered by community newspapers or by other newsletters. Business-card 
advenising space is available on a space-available basis at a rate of $10/ 
issue or $120/yr (circulation is about 1000). 

Japanese American Citizens League 
Seattle Chapter 
P.O. Box 18558 
Seattle, WA 98118-0558 

OFFICERS 

President (1999), David 
Yamaguchi, 
(TrRingzRUs@aol.com, 425-
673-5561) 

Pres.-elect ("Y2K''), Sharon Sobie-
Seymour (on leave; 
david.j.seymour@gte.net) 

First VP-Operations, Vicki 
Toyohara-Mukai 
(vtoyo@oah.wa.gov, 425-865-
0202) 

Second- VP-Civil Rights, Arlene 
Oki (425-556-9110) 

Third VP-Youth, Michael Latimer 
(mlatimer@pclient.ml.com, 
425-673-4673) 

Fourth VP-PR, Kazzie Katayama 
(206-722-2266) 

Board delegate, Janice Yee 
(janiceyee@juno.com, 206-
723-3852) 

Recording sec., Elaine Akagi 
(reikoa@aol.com, 206-772-
6749) 

Corresponding sec.,Ann Fujii 
Lindwall (lindwall@aol.com) 

Membership: May Namba (206-
784-3824) 

BOARD 

Randy Aoyama (randy@aoki-
sakamoco.com) 

Jill Beppu (web person, 
jbeppu@jps.net) 

Ryan Chin 
(rchin@u.washingcon.edu) 

Mark Fukeda 
(markf@nikkeiconcerns.org) 

Jeffrey Hattori 
(jeffreyh@nikkeiconcerns.org) 

Ayako Hurd 
Ray Ishii 
Chuck Kaeo 
Anndrea Kawamura 

(kawamura_an@leg.wa.gov, 
206-720-3510) 

Akemi Macsumoco 
( chickens@stcl.uswesc.net) 

Ken Nakano (425-822-2701) 
Joseph Rogel (jrogel@skcpic.org) 
Sam Shoji 
Linda Tanouye 

(addrehab@aol.com) 
KipTokuda 

(cokuda_ki@leg.wa.gov) 
Louis Watanabe 

(72430.3506@compuserve.com) 
Grant Yamaguchi 
Vicky Yuki 

Chapter address: P.O. Box 18558, Seattle, Washington, 98118-05:. J 
Web address: <www.sen.org/cividjacb 

Please let us know your concerns. 
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