State Civil Liberties Bill passes
Education Committee unanimously

__ut sent back to Commiittee later

by Bob Shimabukuro

A proposed bill to provide seed money ($40,000) to
develop educational materials about the WWII eviction
and incarceration of Japanese Americans and other similar
mass violations of civil liberties, passed unanimously out of
the State House Education Committee January 13, only to
be referred back to the Education Committee a week later.

The Civil Liberties Education Bill (HB 1572) was re-
ferred back to the Education Committe in order to avoid
the House Appropriations Committee, where in all likeli-
hood it would have died. In the past, bills with fiscal im-
pact under $50,000 did not have to go through the Appro-
priations Committee. This term, all bills with fiscal impact
are being routed through the Appropriations Committee,
regardless of the amount.

According to Anndi Kawamura of Rep. Kip Tokuda's
office, the strategy now is to get the bill passed without the
oney, establishing the policy, then working to get the

= “funding later. In addition, a provision setting up a fund

into which people can make donations is being considered
as an amendment.

Rep. Tokuda (Dem.), who co-sponsored the bi-partisan
measure with Rep. Mike Wensman (Rep.), said that the bill
would provide for programs which would “ensure that the

“ painful lessons of our past will be remembered.”

Rep. Sharon Tomiko Santos reiterated Tokuda’s senti-
ment saying, “Remembering the past is a remedy for the
future. We need to educate everyone to be true to our vow:
Never again.”

Rep. Santos said that the bill needs support from all leg-
islators, but especially from those outside the Seattle area,
and urges constituents of legislators outside Seattle to con-
tact their Representative. Besides Representatives Tokuda,
Wensman and Santos, those signing on to the bill so far are
Representatives Velma Veloria, Dave Quall, Mark Schofler,
Steve Conway, Ed Murray, Dow Constantine, Val Ogden,
~hil Rockefeller, Phyllis Kenney, Al O’Brien, Dave

—schmidt and Kathy Haigh.

For information, call the offices of Rep. Tokuda (360-
786-7838) or Rep. Santos (360-786-7944).
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Janice Yee, Gil Hirabayashi and Michael Latimer work out chapter goals at
the chapter board retreat January 8 at the Kawabe House.

J

Chapter supports change in King
County logo
by Sharon Sobie Seymour

Seattle Chapter Board voted to support King County
Councilmember Larry Gossett's proposed Ordinance 99-
0472 which would establish a logo for King County in the
likeness of the Rev. Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. Over a
decade ago, the county was renamed after Dr. King, but
the current logo still features a silhouette of a crown.

King County was originally named after William Rufus
DeVane King, the 13th U.S. vice-president (under Presi-
dent Franklin Pierce) who died one week after taking of-
fice.

By adopting this ordinance, King County will finally
have a symbol that embodies an individual who was a hu-
manitarian and inspiration for all peoples across this na-
tion. Seattle Chapter JACL supports this proposal and in-
vites King County residents ' » contact the King County
Councilmembers and let them know how you feel about
this change. Please call (206) 296-0100 or e-mail

www.metroke.gov/mkcc/members.htm.




President's Message

by Sharon Sobie Seymour

Wow! We have hit the floor running already this year. In
January alone we have supported the logo change for King
County, organized a committee to help inform people of the
importance of the Washington State Civil Liberties Public Edu-
cation Program, (WSCLPEP), put the final
' touches on our Day of Remembrance

project and dazzled you with our Installa-
tion Banquet. We also held our year 2000
Retreat where we welcomed three new
board members. Bill Tashima, Ryan
Minato and Matthew Nakata bring a

Sharon Sobie Seymour Wealth of talent, experience and new ideas

to our chapter. At the retreat we developed

our goals for the New Year. They are:

1. Educating our membership on political issues at the local and
state levels. Creating a committee that aggressively campaigns for
the passing of the WSCLPEP Bill (HB 1572) and other perti-

nent legislation.

2. Strengthen ties between the generations with activities and
events that promote intergenerational interaction, such as Family
Day and a luncheon that will honor our Nisei and Past Presi-
dents.

3. Utilize our computer resources and website to make our chap-
ter more accessible to our membership and those interested in
joining.

4. Find ways to attract a younger generation to join our chapter
and board through research and surveys of our current members.

Hit the Floor Running

Board members Akemi Matsumoto and Mari Hirabayashi discuss their goals
for the chapter at the board retreat. —Bob Shimabukuro photo

As you know, 2000 is an election year which will be packed
with new issues and legislation that will affect us directly and
indirectly. This is also a very important national convention year
for JACL. It is imperative that our community be educated on
the upcoming political issues in order for all of us to make well
informed decisions. As mentioned in our goals, our chapter
plans to insure that our members are kept abreast of all pertinent
information.

We've had a busy month and yet it is only the beginning. We
need the involvement of our membership in order to reach our
goals and be prepared for all that the new century will bring us.

Paying Tributes for Puyallup

by Bob Shimabukuro

In 1942, Marguerite Eyrikson and her family rented an apart-
ment in Puyallup from the Tomita family. A few months later the
Tomita family, along with other Japanese Americans, were evicted
and confined to makeshift barracks at the Puyallup fairgrounds.
Eyrikson found it unbelievable and shocking that she couldn't visit
with them except through the fence which separated the Japanese
American family from the world outside.

Later, she marveled at the Nisei soldiers who were fighting in
the war while their families were still incarcerated. She decided
that in her lifetime she would like to honor these veterans.

At age 84, Marguerite Eyrikson decided that this was the time
and told her daughter that they should honor them somehow.

In September last year, at the Puyallup Fairgrounds, Marguerite's
daughter Lydia Pressey and her company, LP Productions produced

“A Salute to Nisei Veterans,” a tribute to the Nisei veterans. Be-
tween 200-300 veterans attended the gathering.

Now the Puyallup Chapter and the Nisei Veterans Committee
are honoring LP Productions for their tribute. The Puyallup chap-
ter is inviting all to a “Special Tribute to LP Productions,” Sunday,
February 13 at the Kabuki Restaurant (2919 South 38th St.,
Tacoma) at 2 PM. The program honoring Lynda and Rod Pressey,
Marguerite Eyrikson, Ed Aliverti (also of LP Productions) and
Puyallup Fairgrounds Manager Robert Carlson, will be followed
by lunch and Karaoke.

The Obento (boxed lunch) is $30 per person. A check ma-’
payable to the “Puyallup Valley JACL” should be mailed to El.
Taniguchi (225 SW 197th Place-Normandy Park, Seattle, WA

See “Tributes” on next page
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Gordon Hirabayashi speaks!

In 1942, Gordon Hirabayashi deliberately disobeyed the curfew

Yders issued to Japanese Americans in Seattle. He prepared a three-

quarter page statement of principle and conscience, “Why I'm Tak-
ing This Stand,” to deliver to the authorities.

On the Day of Remembrance, February 19, Hirabayashi will
reflect on his 1942 statement.

Hirabayashi's talk will be followed by brief formal responses by
the community, University of Washington faculty members and an
hour-long discussion with the audience.

Hirabayashi will be at speaking at the Theatre Off Jackson (409
Seventh Ave. South, Seattle) 1-3 PM. A reception will follow up-
stairs at the Wing Luke Asian Museum (407 Seventh Ave. South).
The event is free and open to the public.

| Directory Donations General Fund

 Mits Abe Phylis.& Sadaomi | | DomAtions
Ed Horiuchi Oshikawa Richard & Alice
Glen & Arlene Shegeto & Mary Nishioka

Kobata Otani Yukio & Yukino

Thomas Dr. James Takano Imada

. Kobayashi Alan & Chiye Alan & Chiye
piro & Miyoko Yabuki Yabuki

[ Nakagawa

1 * * *

- Aki Kurose Scholarship Donations

John & Rose S. Kuriyama Peter & Mutsu
Fujinari Akemi Okada

Dr. Tom Hayashi Matsumoto Fudge & Yuki

Ed & Teru Tama Murotani Shiogi
Kiyohara May Namba Masako Tomita

Billee Yoshioka
In memory of the late Misao Sakamoto

Mitsuji & Betty Mits & Kazzie Mark & Jean
Abe Katayama Murakami

Shea Aoki Cherry Kinoshita  Rick & Julie

Arbe & Riese Dr. Roland Murakami
Chambers Kumasaka Wash & Kathleen

Les Dogen Martin Murakami

Sue Fujikado Matsudaira Catherine Sakura

Michael & Marion Yoshito & Yuki Joe Schneider
Fukuma Mizuta and Nancy

‘f)nald Hawley Chris & Mona Hegre

~/aul Horiuchi Murakami Nobuko Sugai

John & Lillian Jerry Murakami Masako Tomita
Ishii John Murakami

Tribu tes, continued from previous page

98166-4031) by February 7. Reservations by phone (Elsie
Taniguchi, 206-824-2402) would be accepted until February 11.
Also co-sponsoring the event are the JACL chapters in the Pa-
cific Northwest District.
For information, call Elsie Taniguchi or Joseph Kamikawa (425-
255-3063).

New newsletter schedule

The Newsletter will be coming out at the end of the month |
this year. Articles for inclusion must be turned in to the editor
by the Friday after the monthly board meeting (generally, the
third Friday of the month, but the fourth Friday in June, Sep-
tember and December)

New Members & Renewals

Linda Tanoue
William Tashima

Alice Richardson

Rachel Hidaka €
Yukiko Sato

Gil Hirabayashi

Sumiko Hoey Ruth Shimano Yukio Tazuma
Tsugo lkeda Sharon Sobie Jane Tsuboi
George Kakiuchi Seymour
Kazzie & Mits Fumiko Tamaru* * new members
Katayama 3 g
Wayne & Yuka Membership Categories
Kimura e
Frank Kitamoto Individual $50
Sue Kitasako Couple $85
iphnMMattSL:(da'ra 1000 Club/Century $70-$140
isa Matsukawa
. Spouse $40
T C— Lifetime $1,000-$2,000

Drew Matsumoto*
Yoshie Mayeda
Howard & Sumiko

Student/Youth
(up to 25 years of age) $20

Minato Boosters (Seattle JACL only)
Paul & Yoshiko Regular $20
Minato % anid |
eniors $15

Ryan Minato*

Junzo & Masaye Membership payments and questions

Nakagawa should be directed to Jill Beppu
Dennis & Sue <webber@jaclseattle.com>
Okamoto

Thank You!!!
The Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter is

sponsored, in part, by generous donations from:

g,

Eli Lilly and Company

AIRTOUCH"
Cellular

SEATTLE JACL NEWSLETTER — FEBRUARY 2000/ PAGE 3



Seattle Chapter JACL is a non-profit, grassroots civil rights organiza-
tion dedicated to empowering our local community through high-quality
programs and strategic partnerships focusing on activism, education, and
youth leadership development. As a chapter of the Japanese American Citi-
zens League, we strive to be a leading Asian American advocacy group for
civil and human rights while promoting and preserving the values and
cultural heritage of Japanese Americans.

Our primary means of carrying out our mission is a monthly meeting,
| held at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month at the chapter office
(316 Maynard Ave. S., Seattle) except August. All are welcome. (Those
wishing to make presentations or be added to the meeting agenda should
contact President Sharon Sobie Seymour)

Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter

The Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter is published a week after the third
Wednesday of each month by the Seattle Chapter Japanese American
Citizens League, P.O. Box 18558, Seattle, Washington, 98118-0558.
Office address: 316 Maynard Ave. South, Seattle, Washington, 98104.
Ph.: 622-4098

Issue no: Volume 37, no. 1.

Editor: Bob Shimabukuro.

Web page coordinator: Jill Beppu

Contributors: Matthew Nakata, May Namba, and Sharon Sobie-Seymour

Bylined articles represent the views of the writer and do not necessarily
reflect the views of Seattle Chapter JACL or the National JACL. The
entire contents are copyrighted by Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter.
No part of the publication may be printed without prior consent.

Board members should submit materials to the editor
(shimaito@foxinternet.net, fax 206-722-2044, 6621 S. Bangor St., Se-
attle, WA 98178) by the Friday after the monthly board meeting. (See
board meeting schedule in box above.)

Calendar items emphasize chapter or community events not likely to be
covered by community newspapers or by other newsletters.

OFFICERS

President (1999), Sharon Sobie-
Seymour (253-639-1682,
david.j.seymour@gte.ner)

Pres.-elect, Akemi Matsumoto
(425-641-2202,
chickens@sttl.uswest.net)

First VP-Operations, Vicki Toyohara-
Mukai (425-865-0272,
dnvmukai@msn.com)

Second-VP-Civil Rights, Arlene Oki
(425-556-9110)

Third VP-Youth, Mari Hirabayashi
(206-938-0452,
myh21@hotmail.com)

Treasurer, Michael Latimer
(425-637-4673,
Mike—Latimer@ml.com)

Board delegate, David Yamaguchi,
(425-673-5561,
Trringzrus@aol.com)

Corresponding sec., Ann Fujii
Lindwall
(FujiiLindwall@netzero.net)

Historian, Shea Adki
Membership, Jill Beppu
(jbeppu@jps.net)

BOARD

Elaine Akagi (reikoa@aol.com)

Randy Aoyama (randy@aoki-
sakamoto.com)

Ryan Chin (rchin3@yahoo.com)

Mark Fukeda (markf@hotmail.com) ™

Jeffrey Hattori
(jeffreyh@nikkeiconcerns.org)

Gil Hirabayashi ;
(aimeegilhirabayashi@netscape.ner)

Ayako Hurd
(ayakoohurd@dellnet.com)

Kazzie Katayama

Ryan Minato
(ryanminato@hotmail.com)

Ken Nakano

Matthew Nakata
(nakata—ma®@leg.wa.gov)

May Namba

Joseph Rogel (jrogel@skcpic.org)

Joy Shigaki

Linda Tanouye (addrehab@aol.com)

Bill Tashima (Buber@aol.com)

Kip Tokuda (tokuda_ki@leg.wa.gov)

Grant Yamaguchi

Janice Yee (JaniceYee@aol.com)

Vicky Yuki

Web address: <www.scn.org/civic/jacl> <
E-mail address: <jacl@scn.org>
Please let us know your concerns.
Japanese American Citizens League Now Pl D
Seattle Chaptcr USPI;\(iSD[age
P.O. Box 18558 Seattle, WA
Seattle, WA 98118-0558 Permit # 9180
Heleeleeeeedd e bealuele el lecked deneed feleed fel
ELAINE R. aKAGI
SEATTLE, WA 98178-4346
f
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