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Scholarship applications available

by Ryan Minato

April 1, 2001 is the deadline for the Seattle Chapter and National
Scholarship applications.

The Seattle Chapter JACL Scholarship Program is pleased to offer
scholarships to high school seniors entering post-secondary educa-
tion this fall.

The National JACL is also offering scholarships and awards in the
categories of: Entering Freshmen (high school seniors), Undergradu-
ate, Graduate, Law, and Hagiwara Financial Aid.

Requirements for both applications include: JACL membership,
personal statement, letter of recommendation(s), and official tran-
scripts (sealed). For applications or more information contact:

JACL Seattle Chapter
"~ Scholarship Program
PO Box 18558
Seattle, WA 98118-0558
or E-mail:
<scholarship_2001@hotmail.com>

Take the time to honor Nisei
Medal of Honor recipients

by Arlene Oki

Please join the Nisei Veterans in honoring PFC William K.
Nakamura and T-5 James Okubo, two Nisei heroes who were posthu-
mously awarded the Medal of Honor last year. The Nisei Veterans
organization has been working with the Pacific NW District Council
JACL, the Seattle Chapter JACL and other sponsoring organizations
for many months to organize an event to honor those who gave so
much to this nation. The ceremony will be held at the Seattle Center’s
Mercer Arena on National Medal of Honor Day, Sunday, March 25.
It will begin at 1:30 PM with a musical prelude, followed by the cer-
emony at 2:00 PM. The program will also acknowledge the accom-
plishments of other Medal of Honor awardees from Washington State.

Twenty Nisei and other Asian Americans were awarded the Medal
of Honor in June 2000 for their meritorious service during World
War II. As General Eric Shinseki, Chief of Staff, U.S. Army, notes: “It
is unfortunate that it has taken 50 years for these men to receive this
proper acknowledgement of their heroism.”

The sacrifices of the brave Nisei veterans of the 100th/442nd regi-
mental combat team who gallantly fought for U.S. interests during
World War II should never be forgotten. They fought in Italy and
France in a segregated unit while many of their Nisei brothers served
in the Military Intelligence Service in the Pacific. All fought with the
full knowledge that their loved ones were being deprived of the very
freedoms for which they were fighting.

The 100th/442nd RCT received more medals for heroism than
any other unit in the history of the U.S. — a total of 18,143 indi-
vidual decorations for valor. The regiment also suffered the highest

combat casualties of any
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Attending the Installation Banquet were Char Ohashi, Sherrif David Reichert, Akemi Matsumoto,
Rev. Jerry Shigaki, Ruth Woo, Greg Nickels, Hyeok Kim, Hon. Fumiko Saija. Banquet story on page

American fighting unit, a
casualty rate of 314%. In an
ironic twist, the Nisei sol-
diers from the 522nd Field
Artillery Battalion of the
442nd, whose own parents
were imprisoned by their
own government in U.S.
concentration camps, liber-
ated the
Dachau, one of Hitler’s
death camps.

The Nisei soldiers of
World War II made the ul-

timate sacrifice to demon-

survivors of

strate their love for country,
family and community. As
President Bill Clinton said
at the Medal of Honor cer-
emony on June 21,

2000:"They risked their
See “MOH” on page 3




by Akemi Matsumoto

The Jan 27* Installation Banquet was
a smashing success with a tremendous
turnout. Without the help of dozens of
volunteers who spent many hundreds of
hours over the past year planning and or-
ganizing the event, it would not have been
possible. Kudos to our two co-chairs: Ann
Fujii-Lindwall & Joanne Kimura.

Volunteers are the life-blood of our or-
ganization. With no paid staff, it is amaz-
ing how our dozens of committees get their work done year after year.

Volunteers are our chapter’s lifeblood

All of us have busy lives balancing our many work, .family, recreati )
and community activities. Why do we work for JACL?

Some believe in equal rights and social justice; some want to con-
tinue their family tradition within JACL; some want to give back to
the Japanese American community; some are building social and pro-
fessional contacts, still others honor the past accomplishments of JACL
by continuing its work. Each of us volunteers for JACL with our own
mix of these reasons and others. In the end, there are the rewards of
new friends, a shared mission, and just plain fun.

[ want to sincerely thank the new Board, Officers, and all commit-
tee members for their spirit of giving and their volunteer work for

Seattle JACL!

Installation Banquet a huge success

by Ann Fujii

“Bridging Differences, Building Communities,” the 79* Annual
Seattle JACL Installation Banquet was a huge success with over 400
in attendance at the Doubletree Suites at Southcenter. Unfortunately,
Bill Hosokawa, a native of Seattle, was unable to attend as our key-
note speaker due to illness. Fortunately, JACL National President Floyd
Mori was able to step in and do a great job.

Mori was born in Murray, Utah, of immigrant parents from Japan.
After graduating from Brigham Young University, he moved to Cali-
fornia where he became a City Councilman and later mayor of the
city of Pleasanton, California.

A highlight for many in the Seattle community was seeing Rev.
Jerry Shigaki (former board member and chapter president) give the
invocation and benediction. Other highlights included the first fe-
male Consul General of Japan, the Hon. Fumiko Saiga, who intro-
duced herself to the Seattle Japanese American community, and Mis-
tress of Ceremonies S. Mae Numata, CFO of The Seattle Times, who
did an outstanding job.

Awards and thanks

The Don Kazama Award was presented to Rep. James McDermott; JACL
Community Service Awards to Kaz Ishimitsu and Masa Murakami (Higo’s
Variety Store); JACL “Unsung Heroines” were Arlene Oki (JACL Board
member) and Karen Yoshitomi, PNW Regional Director of the JACL. The
Banquet Award was given to the Installation Banquet Committee.

Banquet Co-Sponsors were: The Bon Marche, Eli Lilly and Co., and
Verizon Wireless. Corporate Sponsors included: Anheuser-Busch, Eddie
Bauer, Boeing, KeyBank, Microsoft, PEMCO, SAFECO, The Seattle Tir )
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, State Farm, UPS, Uwajimaya, Vulcan NW a..u
Weyerhauser.

Thanks are due the Installation Banquet Committee: Elaine Akagi, Ryan
Chin, Mark Fukeda, Marcia Lee Fukeda, Suzanne Hamada, Jeffrey Hattori,
Kazzie Katayama, Mits Katayama, Joanne Kimura, Ann Fujii Lindwall, Akemi
Matsumoto, Ryan Minato, Tama Murotani, May Namba, Shigeru Nishiwaki,
Chizuko Norton, Arlene Oki, Joy Shigaki, Sam Shoji, Manaji Suzuki, Cal
Takagi, Naoko Takagi, Linda Tanouye, Shigeko Uno, Takako Yoda.

Hosokawa defends JACL, praises Nisei veterans, thanks Seattle JACL

by Susan Hamada

Although Bill Hosokawa was unable to deliver the keynote address
in person, his message to the Seattle Chapter had a little bit of some-
thing for everyone: humor, nostalgia, history and the words of a man
who is not afraid to speak his mind.

Hosokawa briefly reminisced about his childhood during a time
when Japanese were afforded second-class status. He spoke fondly of
Jimmie Sakamoto and his weekly newspaper, The Japanese American
Courier, where he worked part time and “ (his) pay for working there
a few days a week was a lunch ... which was provided by Mrs. Yagi’s
little restaurant around the corner for 25 cents.” It seems Jimmie was
responsible for not only introducing Bill to the JACL in 1935, but he
promoted our young chapter, known then as the Seattle Progressive
League, in his newspaper.

Hosokawa succinctly chronicles the beginning of early Asian im-

migration, recounts the fear which lead to discriminatory immigra-
tion laws and eventually to Executive Order 9066 during World War
I1. He defends the actions of JACL during this tumultuous time, ob-
serving:

“Today, some individuals contend that since the evacuation order
was illegal and unjust, we as patriotic Americans should have defied
the authorities in defense of our rights. JACL is accused of selling us
out when it urged us to accept Evacuation as our contribution to the
war effort.”

However, at the outbreak of war, the national JACL leadership and
Mike Masaoka acted in the JA community’s best interest. “The ma
of leadership was not usurped by JACL, it fell by default on frail shoul-
ders,” in the wake of the FBI roundups of the Issei leaders. He asserts

See “Hosokawa” on page 3

PAGE 2 / SEATTLE JACL NEWSLETTER - FEBRUARY 2001

Seattle Chapter Booklet Donors

& Kay Abe

ank Abe
Midori Akagi
Rose Yoda Asakura
Vicki Asakura
Anonymous (2)
Helen & Hiram Akita
Shea Shizuko Aoki
Lillian Aoyama
Doug Baker
Kathryn Bannai
Maxine Chan
Mae Deguchi
Shayie M. Flowers
Flo Fujita
Mitsu Fukui
Fujiyama Agency
Margaret Gojio
A. Gorai
Edwin Toshio Hamada
Fumiko Hayashida
Elaine Hayes
Yoshiko Higo
A. Hirosawa
Kimi Hirata
Ellen Hofmann
Robert & Chiyo Horiuchi
Mrs. Toshio Hoshide
Patricia Ikegami
Florence T. Ishida
Kay & Masue Ishimitsu

eorge & Marie Ishii

arie Ishii
Donations
Silver: $1—99

Gold: $100—500
Platinum: $501—999
Sapphire: $1000—5000
Diamond: $5000+

Silver

Ruthmary and Jim
Braden

Julia & Carol Swenson
Buchholz

Sharon Allen Felton

Marcia Fujimoto

William T. Hirata

Tak Hori

Nobuo & Mary Isomura

Tom & Janet Kometani

Margaret Pagler

Tom Sakai

Tak & Minae Suetsugu

Ron Taplin

Minoru & Sueko
Yamaguchi

Gold
om, Kikue, and Kai
Kubota
Family of Mr. & Mrs. HT
Kubota (John Fujii;
Setsuko Plotsky & Tom
Kubota families)

Ray Ishii

George Iwasaki

Jan Johnson (Panama
Hotel)

Catherine Kanda

Miyoko Kaneta

Louise Kashino

M. Ruth Kataoka

Elaine Kearny (Mukai
Gardens)

Miyo Kiba

Cherry Kinoshita

Miyoko Kodama

Kara Kondo

George Koshi

Arthur Koura

Cathy Kozu

Corky Kozu

June Kubo

Ed and Ellen Kubokawa

Sumi Kuni

Mitzi Kunitsugu

Jim McDermott

James Maeda

Molly Maeda

Tomi Mano

Lisa Mar

Larry Blackstock & Lori
Matsukawa

John H. Matsumoto

Yasuko Matsumoto

James M. Matsuoka

Norio Mitsuoka

K. Mizuhata

Rosemary Muramoto

Dick & Barbara Nagaoka

Fred Nakagawa

Mitsu R. Nomura

Shinako Noritake

Dr. Yoshitaka Ogata

Lillian S. Ogawa

Margaret Okitsu

Kenji Okuda

PNW District Office

Puyallup Valley JACL

Matthew & Joy St.
Germain

Karen Sakata

K. Catherine Sakura

Hideo & May K. Sasaki

William & Shizuka Sata

John & Polly Shigaki

Joy Shigaki

Shizue Shigeno

Carol Suehiro

Manaji Suzuki

Marilyn Suzuki

Calvin Takagi

Y. Takahashi

Victor & Lilly Takemoto

Peggy Tanemura

Mrs. Kiku Tatsumi

James & Yone Terada

Pat Terao

Margaret Uchimura

Annabelle Udom

Kyle Wakasugi

Bob H. Watanabe

Edie Weller

Alan & Carole Yabuki

Suma Yaji

Aiko Iky Yamada

Kay Yamaguchi

George Yamane

Fujie Yamasaki

Margaret Yanagimachi

Kimi Nakanishi Mary Yee
Ruth Nakanishi Kenneth and Jeanne
Lilly Nakano Yorozu
May Y. Namba William & Yae Yorozu
Roy & June Nishimura Wang Yung
Jack Nitta Elizabeth & Adam
Michiye Noda Zimmerman
Membership Categories
Individual $50
Couple $85
1000 Club/Century ~ $70-$140
Spouse $40
Lifetime $1,000-$2,000
Student/Youth

Regular
Seniors

(up to 25 years of age) $20
Boosters (Seattle JACL only)

Membership questions should be di-
rected to Bill Tashima at (206) 525-
0531, or <buber@aol.com>.

$20
$15

HOSOkawa, continued from page 2

that “the decision to cooperate was not made without
intense soul searching.”

Further, he points out that JACL received pledges
of support from the Buddhist Church of America, the
Japanese Christian Federation of North America and
the Northwest, Northern California and Southern Cali-
fornia Young People’s Christian Conferences indicat-
ing that the young, inexperienced Nisei leaders did not
stand alone.

Post war years the JACL “citing the proud and bloody
record” of the “magnificent ... Nisei soldiers offering
their lives in defense of the country that had betrayed
them,” and the “record of civilians who had borne a
cruel injustice...” achieved naturalization of Japanese
and other Asians, anti-miscegenation laws were repealed,
and ultimately redress. “Thank you, Seattle chapter, for
leading the way.”

Those wishing to obtain a copy of Hosokwa’s speech,
can send a self-addressed stamped envelope to the chap-
ter office: JACL, PO Box 18558, Seattle, WA 98118-
0558.

MOH, continued from page |

lives, above and beyond the call of duty. And in so do-
ing, they did more than defend America; in the face of
painful prejudice, they helped to define America at its
best.”

William K. Nakamura Federal

Courthouse Ceremony

Though final details have not been released by the
U.S. General Services Administration, a dedication cer-
emony to name the federal courthouse after Medal of
Honor hero William K. Nakamura is scheduled for the
following day, March 26.

For more information, please call George Yamane,

206-362-7302 or e-mail at gyamane611@yahoo.com.

Thank You!!!

The Seattle Chapter JACL
Newsletter is sponsored partly
through generous donations from:

The Bon Marche
Eli Lilly & Co.
Verizon Wireless
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Seattle Chapter JACL is a non-profit, grassroots civil rights organiza-
tion dedicated to empowering our local community through high-quality
programs and strategic partnerships focusing on activism, education, and
youth leadership development. As a chapter of the Japanese American Citi-
zens League, we strive to be a leading Asian American advocacy group for
civil and human rights while promoting and preserving the values and
cultural heritage of Japanese Americans.

Our primary means of carrying out our mission is a monthly meeting,
held at 7 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each month at the chapter office
(316 Maynard Ave. S., Seattle) except August. All are welcome. (Those
wishing to make presentations or be added to the meeting agenda should
contact President Akemi Matsumoto.)

Seatitle Chapter JACL Newsletter

The Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter is published a week after the third
Wednesday of each month by the Seattle Chapter Japanese American
Citizens League, P.O. Box 18558, Seattle, Washington, 98118-0558.
Office address: 316 Maynard Ave. South, Seattle, Washington, 98104.

Ph.: 622-4098
Issue no: Volume 38, no. 2
Editor: Bob Shimabukuro.
Web page coordinator: Ryan Minato

Contributors: Ann Fujii, Suzanne Hamada, Akemi Matsumoto, Ryan
Minato, Kimi Nakanishi, Arlene Oki and Bill Tashima

Bylined articles represent the views of the writer and do not necessarily
reflect the views of Seattle Chapter JACL or the National JACL. The
entire contents are copyrighted by Seattle Chapter JACL Newsletter.
No part of the publication may be printed without prior consent.

Board members should submit materials to the editor
(<shimaito@home.com>, fax 206-722-2044, 6621 S. Bangor St., Se-
attle, WA 98178) by the Friday after the monthly board meeting.

Calendar items emphasize chapter or community events not likely to be
covered by community newspapers or by other newsletters.

Web address: <www.jaclseattle.com>; E-mail address: <jacl@scn.org>
Please let us know your concerns.

OFFICERS

President, Akemi Matsumoto
(425-641-2202,
chickens@sttl.uswest.net)

Pres.-elect, vacant

First VP-Operations, Vicki Toyohara-
Mukai (425-865-0272,
dnvmukai@msn.com)

Second-VP-Civil Rights, Arlene Oki
(425-556-9110)

Third VP-Youth, Ryan Minato (206-
722-2358,
ryanminato@hotmail.com)

Fourth VP-Public Relations, Linda
Tanouye (425-869-8161,
Addrehab@aol.com)

Treasurer, Jeffrey Hattori (253- 630-
4854,
jeffreyh@nikkeiconcerns.org)

Corresponding Secretary, Ann Fujii
Lindwall
(FujiiLindwall@netzero.net)

Recording secretary, Suzanne Hamada
(206-985-2697,
sdhamada®yahoo.com)

Historian, Kazzie Katayama (206-
722-2266)

Membership, Bill Tashima, (206-
525-0531, Buber@aol.com)

Web Page Coordinator, Ryan Minato

BOARD

Elaine Akagi (reikoa@aol.com)

Shea Aoki

Ryan Chin (rchin3@yahoo.com)

Shannon Doolittle
(shanondoolittle@hotmail.com)

Ann Fujii-Lindwall
(fujiilindwall@home.com)

Dawn Furushima
(furud@exaite.com)

Gil Hirabayashi
(aimeegilhirabayashi@netscape.net)

Ayako Hurd
(ayakoohurd@dellnet.com)

Steve Idemoto (si@econop.org)

Ruthanne Kurose
(kuroman@wa.ner)

Mike Latimer
(mikelatimer@zeronet.net)

Cathy Lowenberg
(c_lowenberg@hotmail.com)

Matthew Nakata

May Namba

Chiz Norton

Joy Shigaki

Manaji Suzuki
(manaji@gateway.net)

Kip Tokuda (tokuda_ki@leg.wa.gov) e
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